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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

September 26, 2021 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 

Mr. Ron Strong                                              Choir Director 

Mr. Frankie Bones Church Musician 

Mr. Ryan Hubbell            Technical Support 
 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here! 

 

GATHERING  
Please take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s prelude. 

Prelude                                           Frankie Bones 
 

Words of Welcome 
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion:  For those who might have forgotten, elements are available on the tables in 

the atrium. 
2. Prayer requests – Please text your prayer requests to Pastor Steven at 585.733.7121 by the 

time we’re listening to Special Music.  State your name should your number not be in his contact 
list and your requests will be read during community prayer.  ALSO, for those without cell 
phones, slips of paper/pencils can be found on pews by center aisle. Thank you.   

3. Announcements will take place right before the benediction.  Should you have an Announce-
ment to share, text it to Pastor Steven at the above number identifying it as an Announcement 
vs. a prayer request. Pastor Steven will read those while our deacon will share those printed in 
the bulletin.  

 

Land Acknowledgment:  Our physical space stands on unceded land originally stewarded by the 

Seneca people.  Today let us acknowledge and honor the Seneca nation by walking paths that lead to 
equality for all and care for creation. 
 

 

Call to Worship*                       
 Leader:  I am the church; you are the church. 
 People:  We are the church together. 
 

 Leader:  We depend on our seniors and long-time members 
  to remember where we came from and where we have been. 
 People:  We are the church together. 
 

 Leader:  We depend on our children to retell our sacred stories 
  as they grow. 
 People: We are the church together. 
                          (continued) 
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 Leader:  We depend on our youth and young adults 
  to ask us why we do things this way 
  and to suggest something new. 
 People:  We are the church together. 
 

 Leader:   We depend on technology, like ZOOM, to keep us connected,  
  and though worshipping miles apart: 
 People:  We are the church together. 
 

 Leader:  With all of its flaws and with all of its grace, we need each other  
  to be this institution we call church. 
 People:  We are the church together. 
 

Sharing With Children 
Children are invited to Faith Formation activities following this portion of the service. 

 

Anthem                                 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                  arr. Mark Hayes   
 

ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                               Mark 9:38-50                     Pew Bible, NT page 45 

Lector:  Jim Hathaway 
 

† Hymn of the People    You Are Salt for the Earth, Oh People 

We’re called to be “salt,” but what does that mean?  The lyrics within this hymn call us to 
season our lives and the lives of those around us with mercy, justice, and peace!   

 

Verse 1 
You Are Salt For The Earth, Oh People, 
Salt For The Reign Of God! 
Share The Flavor Of Life, Oh People: 
Life In The City Of God! 

Refrain: 
Bring Forth The Reign Of Mercy, 
Bring Forth The Reign Of Peace. 
Bring Forth The Reign Of Justice, 
Bring Forth The City Of God! 
 
Verse 2 
You Are A Light On The Hill, Oh People, 
Light For The City Of God! 
Shine So Holy And Bright, Oh People: 
Shine For The City Of God!  Refrain 
 

                          (continued) 
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Verse 3 
You Are A Seed Of The Word, Oh People, 
Bring Forth The Reign Of God! 
Seeds Of Mercy And Seeds Of Justice, 
Grow In The City Of God!  Refrain 
 
Verse 4 
We Are A Blessed And A Pilgrim People, 
Bound For The Reign Of God! 
Love Our Journey And Love Our Homeland: 
Love Is The City Of God!  Refrain: 

 
 

Sermon                                                                                                         Pastor Steven 
 

Music for Reflection                  Frankie Bones 
 

RESPONDING            
Offertory Sentence and Blessing*          

Gracious God, we have been given so many gifts – as individuals and as a community 
of faith. 

It is with joy that we share what we have been given. 

May our tangible gifts, as well as all the intangible gifts we share among us, make 
known to our neighbors and to the world that God is with, within, and among us.  
Amen 

                  

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for 
the continuation of our ministries.  You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, 
send a gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank. 

*
An offering plate is available in the narthex for those who would like to give after worship. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
This table is open to all. Together we are the Body of Christ.   

We will partake of the Bread and the Cup in unison following the Elder’s prayer.  
  

Prayers for Our Community and the World 
 

Continued Prayers during this pandemic 
 

Hear now our community prayers. After request…  God in your goodness, grace or 
mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 
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Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH  
† Concluding Hymn    Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah       Chalice Hymnal, No. 622 

There are nifty new words (not in our hymnal) that conclude the first verse not with “feed me till 
I want no more” but with: “Feed me now and evermore!”  I like the present and ongoing nurture 
of the new words – sing them if you would like to! 

 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
 (or: “Feed me now and evermore,” 
feed me till I want no more. 
 
Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing waters flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
bear me through the swelling current; 
land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 
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Preparing to Go Out and Participate in the Life of the Church                   
Pastor Steven or one of our Deacons will share an abbreviated version of each announcement 
in the bulletin. If you have something to announce that is NOT in the bulletin, you MUST text it 
to Pastor Steven at 585.733.7121 and begin your message with the word “Announcement.”   
No other verbal announcements will be offered from the congregation.  This is one way of 
assuring that those on ZOOM will be able to hear all the announcements. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 

† Benediction*                                                            

  Today and every day, 
  take care of one another, 
  knowing that each of you is God’s gift 
  to this community and to the world.  Amen 

  

Postlude                              Frankie Bones 
 

* Service prayers created by the Reverend Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor of Eden Theological Seminary, St. 

Louis, Missouri.    

† All who are able, please stand. 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Elders   ............. Dee Staley & Jeannie Strong  Deacons  .............  Diane Giuseppetti, Ron Strong 
ZOOM Host ............................... Barbara Coe Greeter .........................................  Karen Destino 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship during the COVID era has been and is proving to be challenging. We are doing our best to keep 
everyone as safe as possible.  Here are a few things for each one of us to consider: 

 If you feel safer at home, then enjoy worship via ZOOM! 
 If you socialize with a group from church, then please sit together to maximize use of space. 
 If an announcement is made to keep doors in the sanctuary closed for safer air flow, then 

please close them when you see them open. 
 

Coffee and fellowship hour will take place outside (weather permitting), so please grab a treat and a 
cup and enjoy one another mask free! 
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              We’re Glad You’re Here! 
 

                   News You Can Use at 
   Community Christian Church 

 

Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
To access the recording, visit our website: 

                         Cccopentoall.org. 
         It will be posted early this week. 

 
 

 

HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Join Diane Ellis via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as lifting up the 
ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers.  A ZOOM invitation will be sent Monday 
evening. 

 
 
Give to Reconciliation Special Offering 

Your gifts help support pro-reconciliation / anti-racism programs 
through education, camp and conference, relationship-building in 
each expression of our Church. Thank you in advance for your 
support. 

 

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is received each year in congregations on the last Sunday in 
September and the first Sunday in October (in solidarity with World Communion Sunday).  Funds 
generated by this special emphasis are used throughout the year to provide grants to ministries and 
congregations actively developing and implementing programs that promote our Church’s Pro-
Reconciliation and Anti-Racist identity.  These programs and efforts seek to reveal, re-educate, and 
remove systemic and structural barriers in our communities that serve to deny the image of God and 
human thriving based on race. 

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry empower our Church’s witness to God’s unfathomable love for all 
of humanity.  With your generosity, leaders, communities, and our congregations are equipped to 
witness to God’s love and justice in all times and in every season.  The time is always ripe to stand up for 
justice to ensure that all of God’s children are treated equitably.  Thank you for joining us on this journey 
through your generosity. The Reconciliation Offering will be collected the weeks of September 26 and 
October 3. Donations may be made by writing a check to the church clearly marked “Reconciliation 

Offering.”        Give as you are blessed – give generously!   

Special Collection for October  
MOJO (Ministry of Justice and Outreach) will be sponsoring a diaper drive during the month of October. 
Diapers are not covered by WIC or SNAP benefits so the cost can be overwhelming for young families 
with infants.  Stay tuned for further information.   
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Oktoberfest 2021 – Sunday, October 17th  
Because of our COVID restrictions we are making a few changes to this year’s 
festivities but much of the event remains the same.  We hope that everyone will 
join us by contributing items to the silent auction, bidding on an item in one of 3 
ways, and/or attending the event. Tickets are on sale September 26, October 3 and 
October 10. 

 

  Menu:    Enjoy grilled bratwurst (or hot dogs), apple crisp, salads and other      
      goodies. 
 

  FUN for All:  We will have a guest master of ceremonies and some new entertainment    
      activities, so come and be part of the fun. You’ll also be amazed at the wonderful 
      and creative auction items offered by all of YOU. 
 

  Tickets:  $5.00 for adults 
      $2.00 for children 10 and under 
      $15/family (parents and their children under 18) 
 

  Time:    Dinner and Entertainment:  12:30 – 1:30 pm 
                 Auction results:     1:30 PM 
 

  Bidding:   More opportunities to Bid 
      Send your bids in via email by 9 PM on Saturday, October 16th  

      2:00 – 4:00 PM on Saturday, October 16th   
      9:30 – 10:15 AM on Sunday, October 17th  
                      11:30 – 12:30 PM on Sunday, prior to dinner 
 

************************************************************************************ 

Please consider adding YOUR helpful or entertaining offer to the mix! Handmade items, baskets full of 
interesting things, your favorite meals shared with friends, baking crafts, pet sitting, all are fantastic 
services that can be auctioned. Adults, teens and kids all have something to contribute! 

It’s easy to do:  If you have a service or an item you would like to offer for the auction, please create a 
poster (computer or handmade) on 8.5 X 11 paper that states: your name, a description of your service 
or item. You can suggest an opening bid and any other specifics that seem relevant to your offering. i.e. 
“It works best if it’s for a specific date or time.” 

All posters need to be given to Nancy Pollock by Sunday, October 10th!  If you need technical help, feel 
free to call her at 978-857-0355. 

 

Hungry for Some Inspiration? 
Sign up now for the CCC Daily Dish - a heaping helping of inspiration! MOJO, in cooperation with our 
diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts, is launching a new daily engagement platform. You can opt in by 
texting CCCDailyDish to 43506. Each day you'll receive a short message to ponder, reflect on, and/or 
share with others. Questions? Ask Shawna (shawnalusk@gmail.com or 576-5159). 

 

Impact Earth – Our New Composting Ministry at CCC 
Composting means “Creating zero waste, together!”  Please stop at the garage and dump your compost 
in the big tote with the Impact Earth name/logo on it (yellow/green liner) every Sunday!  Impact Earth is 
an eco-friendly ministry of Community Christian Church. 

mailto:shawnalusk@gmail.com
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What Community Christian Church Can Hope for in 2022

v A Safe and Healthy Year for Our Congregation

v Doing Our Part for a Cleaner Environment

v Gaining a Richer Understanding of Racial Justice in the Community

v Continuing to Fulfill Our Long-Range Planning Initiatives

Stewardship Campaign Timeline
• ITG cards distributed and mailed on Sunday September 26th

• Pledge Cards needed back by Sunday October 24th

- Return to Pat Cannon

• Goal of balanced budget by Thanksgiving

Last 5-year average budget increase approximately 4%
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Best Wishes to Those Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries This Week . . . 

             Birthdays        Anniversaries 

September 26 Nancy Pollock  September 29   Diane & Tony Giuseppetti 
September 28 Barbara Coe   September 30  Julie & Keith Benjamin 
September 29 Cera Flagg   October 2   Steven Price & Norman Geil 
October 1 Patti Ayers 
  

 
 
 
 

                            

   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE                                

 

 
Today, September 26th   11:30 AM  Fellowship Time  
  

Monday, September 27th 6:30 PM Elders’ Meeting – ZOOM  
  

Tuesday, September 28th         10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 4:00 PM CSA Produce Distribution – Atrium (til 6p) 
  

Wednesday, September 29th  9:00 AM The Quilting Gals – FH & Kitchen (‘til 4p)  
 7:00 PM Sr. Choir Rehearsal – FH  
  

Thursday, September 30th   7:00 PM RGMC Rehearsal – FH  
 

Saturday, October 2nd    9:15 AM SWEM Foodshelf (off site) 
  

Sunday, October 3rd     World Communion Sunday   
  10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
  10:30 AM Hybrid Worship – Please wear a mask.  
  10:45 (ish) Children leave for Faith Formation Activities 
  11:30 AM Fellowship Time 

 

 

 

            
                             

   OUR CHURCH AT WORK    
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
 

mailto:RevStevenCCC@gmail.com
http://www.cccopentoall.org/


 11 

 

 
 

Goodbye for now, 
 
Some of us have been waiting and wondering, "Will this sabbatical ever happen?!" Well, it looks like this 
journey will finally begin on Sunday, September 26 immediately after church.  At that time Norman and 
I will head into the Adirondacks for a week - where cell phones don't work and getting online requires a 
trip to the library.   My return date will be Christmas Eve when I'll participate in our Christmas Eve Service 
led by Margo.  
  

While many pieces of this sabbatical puzzle have been lost along the way, there are key pieces remain-
ing:  Dancing in Scotland, riding and sleeping on trains, and visiting St Gregory of Nyssa's church in San 
Francisco.   
 

If you are someone interested in dates, then here is a summary: 
  Oct 8 - Oct 23 in France 
  Oct 23 - Nov 15 in Scotland 
  Nov 30 - Dec 15 in California/Oregon 
 

While on sabbatical I won't be checking my church email address and I won't be texting. Everyone will 
be well cared for by a terrific team composed of "you!"  Should you be wondering, "What do we do if... 
or when..." then take a look below: 
 

For Spiritual Care: 
Margo will be our terrific "sabbatical interim minister," but she will be half-time.  If there is a need for 
emergency/crisis spiritual care then please contact Sandy Hubbell and she will contact the chair of the 
elders to determine who can provide what is needed.  Margo will be involved if and when the need 
arises. 
 

For Administrative Concerns: 
As Board chairperson, Ron Herman will be receiving concerns/questions that pertain to all things admin-
istrative.  He is a great leader and will take good care of things. 
 

Many of you have been through the sabbatical of previous ministers so are well prepared for this and 
know that three months will go quickly.  This is a first for me, but I have total faith in God and you that 
all will be well. 
 

I look forward to worshipping together on Christmas Eve.  Until then, look for and find our gracious God 
all around you and within you. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Steven 
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To Register for Any of These Online Events: 
WWW.CRCDS.EDU/LECTURES 


