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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

July 4, 2021 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Ron Strong                                              Choir Director 
Mr. Frankie Bones Church Musician 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell            Technical Support 
 

Independence Day! 
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome 

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for 

reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by virtual Fellowship Time. 
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Land Acknowledgment:  Our physical space stands on unceded land originally stewarded by the 
Seneca people.  As Community Christian Church, we acknowledge and honor the Seneca nation, their 
elders both past and present, as well as future generations.  As we learn and unlearn the history that has 
brought us here; the lies of Christian supremacy, the truth of settler colonialism, we seek to walk a path 
that leads to equality and justice for all. 
 

Prelude                                        “Jesus Loves Me”     Warner/Bradbury; arr.  F. Bones 
 

Call to Worship                Readers:  Sophie & Violet Wanck-Kann 
Improv on “America the Beautiful” by Maren Tirabassi 

 

 

So too are the lovely feet blistered crossing the desert, 
and feet in ankle bracelets of ICE. 

Beautiful are heroes of so many wars, 
those who gave their lives, 
and families who gave their loves. 

Beautiful are heroes of many kinds — 
who fight fires, police streets, and guard coasts. 
Beautiful are emergency-room staff,      
social workers and addiction counselors. 

America, called beautiful, diversity’s your pride.          
Let justice bless, compassion sing, 
and none of your children’s dreams be denied. 

 

O Beautiful are spacious skies,    
but not just Wyoming and South Dakota, 
where open seems to go on forever. 
Beautiful are dark Maine forests, 
Detroit streets and Carlsbad caverns. 

Beautiful are amber grains, 
and also the indigo waves of the Pacific, 
purple mountains, urban canyons, 
and Mississippi delta, too. 

Beautiful are fruited places — 
Washington apples and Georgia peaches 
Texas grapefruit, Finger Lake grapes 
and the hands who pick that fruit.     

Beautiful are the pilgrim feet     
of Plymouth Rock and Ellis Island.   
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Opening Hymn                       America the Beautiful               Chalice Hymnal, No.  720 

Song Leader:  Ron Herman 
 

In July of 1893, a witty feminist poet and professor named Katharine Lee Bates scaled Pikes Peak in 
Colorado. The view overwhelmed Bates which led her to write the poem “America,” which would be set 
to music in 1895.  For Bates and for many of us this poem and song reflects a belief in community and 
social justice… it is aspirational.  It asks our nation, “Can we ever live up to its high ideals?” 

Oh, beautiful for spacious skies,  
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties  

 Above the fruited plain! 
 America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
 And crown thy good with servanthood 
 From sea to shining sea. 
 

Oh, beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife, 
 Who more than self their country loved, 
 And mercy more than life! 
 America! America!   
 May God thy gold refine, 
 Till all success be nobleness, 
 And ev’ry gain divine. 
 

Oh, beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 

 Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
 Undimmed by human tears! 
 America! America! 
 God mend thine every flaw, 
 Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 

 

ENGAGING 
Introduction to Scripture  

Up to this point in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has enjoyed what many would call “successful ministry.”  
Numerous people have been healed and helped.  Today Jesus runs into a different experience, 
one that many of us have experienced repeatedly – in a word, it looks like failure. 

Ancient Testimony                            Mark 6:1-13                                       Lector:  Connie Bottoni 
 

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2On the sabbath he began 
to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man 
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by 
his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, 



 4 

“Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 
house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and 
cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them out two 
by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their 
journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on 
two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any 
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 
feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast 
out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.  

Sermon                                                                                                         Pastor Steven 
 

RESPONDING            
Offertory Sentence    

With humble hearts we say thank you for our many gifts. Might our gifts, returned to 
you, bless and sustain our ministries and those we reach in the name of Your enduring 
Love, O God our Creator and Sustainer.  Amen 

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for the 
continuation of our ministries.  You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, send a 
gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank. 
 

Offertory                                     “Blessed Assurance”      Fanny Cosby; arr. F.  Bones 
 

   
 
     Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 

 before the reading of these words of preparation 
      and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  

 
 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
 

Elder 1:  Jeannie Strong	
Friends, this is the joyful feast of unity.   
Christ has gathered his people around the earth  
to commune at tables real and virtual. 
Across political lines and economic lines,  
in places of power and affluence, 
among the poorest of the poor, we share this meal. 
We share this meal remembering and celebrating  
the One who proved shalom possible. 
So, come: Come with your doubts, come with your hopes, 
come with your inadequacies and with your strengths. 
Come, for this is a table where all are invited, and all are welcome. 
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Elder 2:  Pam Bakst 
On the night before Jesus died, He took a loaf of bread, 
gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
           “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. 
            Do this, in remembrance of me.”   

The bread of Life, let us take and eat together. 
 
Elder 1   
After supper, Jesus took the cup saying, 
  “This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you  
  and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
         Let us take and drink this cup together. 
 
Elder 2 
And now let us go forth with the understanding that we go 
bearing the bread, 
carrying the cup, 
and laying the table within a hungering world. Amen. 
 

Special Music                          “The Holy City”      Michael Maybrick; arr. F. Bones 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World                    ~ by John W. Vest 
Gracious God, we are grateful that each of us is loved by you, 
precious in your sight, and bound together by your love. 

On this holiday weekend, 
we recognize that we and our nation bear many burdens: 
we don’t trust our leaders; 
we can’t find ways to work together for the common good; 
we allow the least among us to suffer and languish; 
we lose our children to endless conflicts and wars; 
we fixate on what divides us 
rather than on what brings us together as one people. 

Remind us today of our calling. 
Remind us that all people are created equal. 
Inspire us to ensure that all of your children 
enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Help us to be profoundly grateful for our freedom and security, 
to never take these gifts for granted, 
and to use them for the betterment of all. 

We ask this in the name of the One who knows us and loves us still.  Amen 
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Continued Prayers during this pandemic: 
For the way this pandemic has impacted all of creation:  God we continue to pray for all 
of those we love, as well as strangers, who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s 
way during this global pandemic.  For health and human service providers, for educators 
and all school personnel, for emergency responders, for law enforcement personnel and 
for essential workers everywhere. 
 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson. After request…  God in your 
goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 
 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH  
Concluding Hymn               Let All Things Now Living              Chalice Hymnal, No. 717 

Song Leader:  Ron Herman 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise, 
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us on to the end of our days. 
God's banners are o'er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
Til shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into light. 

By law God enforces. The stars in their courses, 
The sun in its orbit, obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine, 
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing, 
With glad adoration a song let us raise, 
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving 
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 

Benediction                                                                            
 As we prepare to go our separate ways . . .  
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Remember that God is our protection and safe haven; 
Christ Jesus dwells in each one of us; 
and the Holy Spirit is our guide forever. 
Let us go now in peace to love and serve our God and neighbors. 
Amen 

 

&  &  & 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time followed by dividing into Break-Out Rooms. 
 

Elders for the month of July – Jeannie Strong and Pam Bakst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
   

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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           News You Can Use at 
    Community Christian Church 

 

        Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
 To access the recording, visit our website at 
                         Cccopentoall.org. 
           It will be posted early this week. 

 
 
 
 

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as 
lifting up the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers.  A ZOOM 
invitation will be sent Monday evening.      

 

2. Our WORSHIP SCHEDULE for the next two weeks …  
 July 11 – Outdoors – Children’s Summer Program begins! 

   July 18 – Outdoors  
  In the event of rain we will cancel outdoor worship that Sunday morning and resume with ZOOM 
  worship as usual.   You will be notified by 8:30 AM.  
 

3. Save the Date … PRIDE PICNIC 2021 … Sunday, July 18th at 4 PM 
The Pride Picnic will be at Ron Herman’s house (1160 Park Avenue) on Sunday, July 18 starting 
at 4 PM.   Bring a dish to pass and a drink if you are feeling jubilant!  Games like Ladder Golf, 
Corn Hole and Flip Cup will be enjoyed by all.  RSVP to Ron by July 13th (which happens to be his 
b’day!) at 585-313-2459 or Duncan1160@yahoo.com. 

                      

4. Red Cross Blood Drive at CCC – Friday July 30th from 12:00-5:00 PM 
Summer is a critical time for blood donations with people away on vacations. This is also the time 
when the request grows (sadly) due to more car accidents, The 100 Deadliest Days of Summer 
(from May 1st through September) especially for younger drivers. Anyone who is able to donate 
can sign up on the Red Cross website for our drive. The Red Cross is also trying to work with local 
vendors to get some cool treats as a reward / gift for donating. 
	

Don’t Forget: CCC is also hosting drives on August 20, September 17, October 29 and November 
19. If you have any questions please contact Judi Tellier at 585.732.3991 / jtellier5@twc.com.  
Spread the word, bring a friend and know your gift of life is greatly appreciated. 
 

5. Book Club – Tuesday, July 6th (via ZOOM). We will discuss the book “The Book of Longings” by Sue 
Monk Kidd.  Dee Staley will facilitate our discussion.  This group is open to everyone. If you’d like to join 
them, email Kathy Schaefer at shaykathryn@ gmail.com and she’ll send you the link.   
 

 

6. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week . . . 
                   Birthdays        Anniversaries 
 July 4  Levi Wanck-Kann    July 5    Emily & Andy Freedman 
 July 6  Pam Bakst, Fiona Ayers   July 9   Brian & Patti Ayers 
 July 8       Janet Romano      
 July 10 Sara Kuehl           
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¿   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE   ¿                             

 

Today, July 4th   Happy 4th of July! 
 11:30 AM  Virtual Fellowship Time 
  

Tuesday, July 6th      10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 4:00 PM CSA Produce Distribution – Atrium (til 6p) 
 7:00 PM Book Club (ZOOM) 
 

Thursday, July 8th  7:00 PM Chili Democratic Committee (ZOOM)  
 

Saturday, July 10th   5:00 PM Frontier Field 
 

Sunday, July 11th  10:30 AM Worship – Outdoors (weather permitting; otherwise ZOOM) 
 11:30 AM Virtual Fellowship Time 
 
 
 

This Just In …  Composting Participation Extended Indefinitely 
Yes, folks, you heard it right. There is still time for YOU to sign up to get involved along with 
the church, other church families and folks from our Kirby CSA. 
 

Below is some information provided by Dave Inglis on the importance of each of us com-
posting our kitchen food waste: 

 

About 25% of our greenhouse gases are produced by agriculture. And about 1/3 of the food that 
is grown is thrown away. Most of that ends up in the landfill, where it creates methane, a greenhouse gas that is 40 times 
more potent than CO2. If we composted that food, it would break down without creating much methane, and enrich the 
soil.  About half of our country's topsoil has been lost due to poor farming practices. So composting drastically reduces 
greenhouse gases while it builds our soil. And when we participate in community composting, it's very cost effective to let 
someone else do the work for us.   Let's come together and do this!  
 

Remember: YOU MUST SIGNUP! Please let Sandy Hubbell know by email at Turkielegs@aol.com if you are inter-
ested and she will put you on the list then calculate expenses. If you do not have access to the internet, you may 
call Sandy at 585.617.4009 and leave a message on her voice mail requesting to be included in the group.  
 
 
 
Budget Tracking Update as of June 27, 2021 

 


