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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

May 9, 2021 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Ron Strong                                 Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell          Technical Support 
 

 
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome  

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for 

reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour. 
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                                                                                
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17)          ~ by Thom Shuman  

 One: We gather to worship the One who crafted creation out of chaos, 
 Many: our cries of joy join the anthems of the universe. 
 One: We gather to lift our praise to the God who gives us voice, 
 Many: we bring the songs which have echoed in our hearts all week long. 
 One: We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God's love. 
 Many: Young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched, 
  to sing old and new songs that reflect our faith. 
 

Opening Hymn             Sing a New Song Unto the Lord                  lyrics within video 
Let us sing this new song to some of us!  

 If you don’t yet know it, then try the refrain, it’s easy and pleasant to sing. 
 

Sharing with Children         Happy Mother’s Day Video                                              
Thank you to families who shared photos of children with mothers (and sometimes a dad!) to 
help us celebrate the gift of our mothers.  May God bless all mothers on this day. 

 

A Poem as Prayer for Mothers:  
 It seems a shame they get only a day 
 This second Sunday each year in May 
 Moms are there for us day in and day out 
 For this they deserve a long cheer, a loud shout! 
 To say THANK YOU dear mom for all that you do 
 Like breakfast and clean clothes and tying my shoe! 

(continued) 
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 We want you to know that we notice your care 
 For your love and your kindness, we offer a prayer, 
 “THANK YOU, O God, for my mom who’s just right 
 Please bless her this morning, all day and all night 
 And bless her tomorrow and then the next day 
 Please bless her for all time, we ask and we pray. 
 We’ll stop with the rhyming; we’ll give it a rest 
 And say ‘thank you for my mom,’ she’s truly the best. 
 Amen 
 

Anthem                                    “My Jesus I Love Thee”                                 The CCC Choir 
 

ENGAGING 
Ancient Testimony                                John 15:9-17                                    Lector:  Beth Fulkerson 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call 
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did 
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another. 

Sermon                                                                                        The Reverend Steven Price 
 

RESPONDING            
Offertory Sentence  ~ by Rev. Ellis Arnold  

It’s one thing to memorize scripture, or to recite the words of Jesus. But it’s 
another thing to let those words transform us and rearrange our priorities and our 
lives. As we listen to our offertory, let’s also reflect on these questions: what is it 
that God is inviting you to rearrange about your priorities? What is it that you 
want to offer to the Church and to the world as a practice of God’s love? 

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for the 
continuation of our ministries.  You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, send a 
gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank. 

Offertory                         “Master Let Me Walk with Thee”               Janet Herman, organist 
  

Dedication of our Offering  
God, as we move through our days remind us that YOU are our priority. May our lives 
and our gifts reflect your love for all of humanity and all of creation as well.  Amen  
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     Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 

 before the reading of these words of preparation 
      and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  

 
 
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
 

Elder 1:  Fred Brown	
Creator and Source of all Life we praise you for Jesus Christ, 
who reminds us that even in fear-filled days and cloaked with the powers of death,  
your eternal love arises, and never leaves us. 
We rejoice with all your people and with the angels, 
because life is stronger than death! 
	

Elder 2:  Christopher Foote 
In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, 
the price he paid for who he was, what he said, 
and what he did; for our benefit. 
On the night before Jesus died, He took a loaf of bread, 
Gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
           “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. 
            Do this, in remembrance of me.”   

The bread of Life, let us take and eat together. 
 

Elder 1   
After supper, Jesus took the cup saying, 
  “This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you  
  and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
         Let us take and drink this cup together. 
 

Elder 2 
O Gracious God, You have blessed this bread and this cup, 
the wheat and the grape, 
the farmer and the harvest. 
These simple elements have been shared in community, 
so that we would taste and see your goodness 
and become one body in Christ.  Amen  
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Prayers for Our Community and the World 
 

Continued Prayers during this pandemic: 
For the way this pandemic has impacted all of creation:  God we continue to pray for all of those we love, 
as well as strangers, who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way during this global pandemic.  
For health and human service providers, for educators and all school personnel, for emergency 
responders, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our 
Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH  
Closing Hymn                          Joy to the World                                  lyrics within video 

This 1700’s hymn by Isaac Watts paraphrases Psalm 98 to celebrate the Lord’s second coming 
and to capture the joy that would accompany Christ’s return.  Somewhere along the way it got 
scooped up by Christmas!  Let us bask in the joy this poetry and familiar tune brings. 

 

Blessing                                             ~ by Rev. Ellis Arnold     

   Friends, imagine what is possible.  
Imagine what our community would feel like 
Imagine what the nation would sound like 
Imagine what the world would look like if our lives reflected the unconditional,  
the inclusive and the unwavering love God has for all of us. 
Let’s imagine and then transform this world with love, right alongside our God. 
Amen 

 
 

&  &  & 
 

 
 
Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time followed by dividing into break-out rooms. 
 

Elders for the month of May – Christopher Foote and Fred Brown 
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          News You Can Use at 
    Community Christian Church 

 

        Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
 To access the recording, visit our website at 
                         Cccopentoall.org. 
           It will be posted early this week. 

 
 

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as 
lifting up the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers.  A ZOOM invita-
tion will be sent Monday evening.   
 

2. Red Cross Blood Drive – CCC will host one on Friday, May 14th from 12:00 – 5:00 PM. Judi 
Tellier is the coordinator and will be looking for folks to help. If interested, give Judi a call at 585-
732-3991 or email her at jtellier5@twc.com.     

    
 

3. Racial Justice and Community Christian Church 
SAVE THE DATE:  Wednesday, May 19 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. via ZOOM 

 
Dr. Taj Smith, Director of Diversity at RIT, has signed on to lead us on 
a journey to cultural competence and humility.  Dr. Smith will start 
with the basics on May 19 with both lecture and experiential learning 
opportunities. 
 

Join our Racial Justice team; Bob Phillips, Pam Bakst, Dee Staley, Penny 
Cannon, Shawna Lusk and Steven Price for this first in a series of 
learning opportunities! 

 

Please sign up with Sandy Hubbell by 1 pm on Sunday, May 16 at turkielegs@aol.com. 
 

  "We must understand that justice is a practice, not an end."                     ~ Eddie S. Glaude, Jr.  
 

4.  A Very Special Thank You!   

Thank you to everyone who contributed towards the 2021 Easter Blessings for Loved Ones. To 
date, $2,160 has been collected!              ~ Claudia Giffen & Carol Giblin 

5.  
 

The National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention’s  National Weekend of Prayer for Faith, 
Hope, & Life is happening May 14-16.  This is an annual event during which faith communities all 
across the country pledge to join in prayer for those who have been touched by suicide, those who 
are dealing with mental health concerns or feelings of hopelessness, and those who love and care 
for them.  Community Christian Church is signed up to join in prayer - so take a few moments 
during the dates noted and offer a prayer for all who have been touched by suicide. 

   

 

Please see more resources on page 7. 
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6. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week  
 May 9  Jake McGowan        
 May 10  Chris Foote, Joanne Underwood 
 May 12 Andy Freedman                    
 May 13 Jennie Gibson, Erin Mast 
 May 14 Ben & Marie Gibson (Anniversary) 
 May 15 Wende McNaney 

 

           Faith.Hope.Life 
One Sabbath celebrating life, hope, and reasons to live 

 

Every life matters in God’s kingdom, from the youngest to the oldest, 
the weakest to the strongest, the infirmed to the healthy. This week, 
we celebrate reasons to live, every day, regardless of how you feel at 
the moment. Let’s be honest: life can sometimes feel overwhelming. 
The loss of a job or a relationship, trouble in school, a serious mental 
or physical illness, a divorce, or the death of a loved one can happen 
to anyone. Life events like these can leave us feeling worthless, 
abandoned, or isolated.  
 
[Insert the name of your faith community] seeks to be a caring 
community focusing on the hope that in God’s time, the travails of this 
life will subside. Through connections within our own community, we 
find strength for each day. Each of us is here for a reason and has a 
God-given role in life, regardless of the circumstances. Moment by 
moment, it is important to remember there is help and hope.  
 
Faith.Hope.Life. is a reminder that God loves you and knows your 
struggles and failures, as well as your joys and triumphs. Even when 
you walk through the valleys of the shadows, God is with you. In the 
times when it feels like God is far away or doesn't hear our prayers, 
God gives us people who can help—friends, loved ones, co-workers, 
others in your faith community, your [insert the term you use for faith 
leaders: rabbis, pastors, imams, priests], and clinical professionals 
such as counselors, therapists, and doctors. They can be God's heart 
and God's listening ear when we feel most troubled or alone.  
 
If you, or someone you know has lost hope, is feeling completely 
alone, or that life doesn't matter, reach out for help. Let others help. 
This is especially important if there are thoughts of suicide or wanting 
to die.  
 

Resources for Help 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (24 hours): 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
Pathways2Promise: Ministry and Mental Illness: pathways@mimh.edu 
 

Faith.Hope.Life is an initiative of  

 
 

Your Faith Community Can Make a Difference 
 

Deborah [substitute a name common to your community’s ethnicity] had 
struggled with depression for much of her life, although she had managed to 
stay active and involved. However, after the birth of her first child, Deborah 
went into a depression so severe that she couldn't leave the house. Her 
husband called their minister and said he was worried that Deborah’s 
depression was getting worse. Based on what David shared, the minister told 
him she was concerned that Deborah might be suicidal and urged him to take 
her to the emergency department. Then the minister asked to speak to 
Deborah. After talking with the minister for a while, Deborah finally agreed to 
go to the hospital, where the minister joined them.  

 Deborah then entered into a program of intensive psychiatric care that 
was appropriate for a mother of a newborn. The doctors and nurses worked 
to regulate her medication and help her talk about her feelings and her fears. 
She was then able to resume her life with the help of outpatient treatment.  

 What happened with the church was also very important. With 
Deborah’s permission, the minister shared with the congregation that she 
was in treatment and encouraged church members to help as they would 
have had if she was dealing with a physical illness. They helped Deborah 
care for her baby, brought meals for the family, and wrote notes. They 
included Deborah and her family in prayers and when she regained her 
health, she was given a warm welcome back into the community.  

That was 12 years ago. While Deborah still has occasional "blue" times, 
she has never gone back to the severity of that time. Nor has the church 
gone back to its previous silence about mental and emotional illness. One 
could say that new life came in all kinds of ways.* 

(*From the experiences of a faith community leader) 
 

How Can Faith Communities Help in Suicide Prevention?  
Studies show that persons experiencing mental health problems or emotional 
distress frequently turn to faith communities and their leaders for help. You 
and your faith community can help in many ways:  
¾ Know the facts. Suicide does not discriminate; it can touch people of all 

ages and classes; all racial, ethnic, and religious groups. However, 
suicide is also preventable and your faith community can play a role.  

¾ Talk about mental illness. Help your faith members understand mental 
health problems as being real and treatable in the same way that physical 
health problems are. Speak and pray about mental illness just as you 
would about physical illnesses, such as cancer, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

¾ Promote connectedness. Fellowship groups, choirs, service work, 
worship—all are ways people connect in faith communities. Such 
connections let people know they are not alone and that they are cared 
for.  

¾ “Narratives of hope.” Faith communities share stories—from the Bible, 
the Koran, or other sacred texts--of how people have overcome adversity 
and experienced God’s presence in times of struggle and hardship. They 
also share the stories of their own lives--their faith and courage—that can 
give hope and strength to others. 
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7.  MOJO Sponsoring “Free the Girls” Collection 

Beginning TODAY, May 9th we are collecting new and gently-used 
bras for the agency known as “Free the Girls.”  Donations may be 
dropped off in the Atrium in the designated box. 

 

Women once enslaved to sex trafficking are now  
living free and victoriously.  

What if you could help bring freedom to survivors of sex 
trafficking with something surprisingly simple as a BRA? 

BRAS? YES, YOU READ THAT CORRECTLY. 
Why Bras?  SAFE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY: Survivors can earn a safe income selling bras in the 
second-hand marketplace in the developing countries we serve:  El Salvador, Mozambique, and Costa Rica. 
We journey with them on the path to restore who they were designed to be - whole, worthy, and 
powerfully FREE. By receiving a starting inventory from Free The Girls, the women are able to begin their 
business and become an entrepreneur in their own communities. This income allows them a safe economic 
opportunity, and for many of the women, provides not only for themselves, but their children as well!  
 

8.  
          The Red Wings Are Back! 
                     and so is our 
             Frontier Field Fundraiser! 
 
There will be an in-person kickoff meeting on Friday, May 14th at 6:30PM.  If you don't yet feel comfortable in 
public places, we will have a ZOOM link for you to listen in.  We’ll enjoy some yummy ice cream sundaes while 
we talk about what this year will look like. There will be an opportunity to sign up for games you are able to 
work.   
**Please let Patti know if you can attend so there’s enough ice cream for everyone!  (pattigayers@gmail.com). 
SInce the opening game is only 4 days after our meeting, the first two weeks of dates are listed below so folks 
can sign up with Patti Ayers via email.  Also listed are the dates of the games when we’ll need 25 people, so if 
you could save those dates for us, that would be GREAT!   

MM = Mama Mittsey’s; HP = Home Plate; BU = Batter Up 
                   Game            # People      
           Date                  Time                   Arrive    Venue    Needed 
   May 18th     7 PM    4:45 PM      MM, HP, BU   22   
   May 20th      7 PM    4:45 PM          MM     4-5   
   May 21st     7 PM   4:45 PM          MM     4-5 
   May 22nd     5 PM    3:00 PM          MM 
   May 25th     7 PM    5:00 PM                MM  
   May 27th     1 PM         11:00 AM          MM  
   May 28th            7 PM    5:00 PM           MM  
   May 29th     5 PM    3:00 PM                     HP                12   
 

**Our big days are June 18 and June 26, July 10, August 21 and September 18. 
 

This year, all workers will be required to view two 20-minute videos on sexual harassment.  You have to verify at 
sign in that you viewed them.  Below are the links.  Also, you must provide proof of a COVID shot and an ID, or 
negative covid test within 6 hours.   

Mandatory Sexual Harassment Training 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL7LwBsV9bM  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1za7gs9S2H0 

 

Free Girls the 
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¿   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE   ¿                             

 

Today, May 9th                                                 Happy Mother’s Day! 
 11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
 3:30 PM Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Sopranos & Altos 
 4:00 PM Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Tenors & Basses & Soloist 
 

Monday, May 10th     In-Person Worship Survey due TODAY! 
    6:30 PM Christian Education Meeting via ZOOM 
 

Tuesday, May 11th    10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 6:30 PM Girl Scouts (FH) 
 

Wednesday, May 12th  7:00 PM Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Sopranos & Altos 
 7:30 PM Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Tenors & Basses & Soloist 
 

Thursday, May 13th  7:00 PM Chili Democratic Committee (ZOOM) 
 

Friday, May 14th   11:00 AM Red Cross arrives for setup 
   12:00 PM Blood Drive (‘til 5p) 
   6:30 PM Frontier Field Kickoff Meeting & Bonfire 
 

Sunday, May 16th 10:30 AM Worship via ZOOM 
 11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
 1:00 PM Registration DEADLINE for Racial Justice Seminar on May 19 
    
 

Have you submitted your 
survey responses yet? 

It’s so important YOU do! 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 

   
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 
e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   

 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 


