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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

May 23, 2021 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Ron Strong                                              Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell            Technical Support 
 

 
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Why Land Acknowledgment?	 	As we begin our racial justice work, integrating what we learn into 
worship and service is critical, which includes understanding the concept of land acknowledgement and 
its relationship to power and access. 

 

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for 

reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour. 
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                         Jordan Klotz, pianist 
 
Land Acknowledgment:  Our physical space stands on unceded land originally stewarded by the 
Seneca people.  As Community Christian Church, we acknowledge and honor the Seneca nation, their 
elders both past and present, as well as future generations.  As we learn and unlearn the history that has 
brought us here; the lies of Christian supremacy, the truth of settler colonialism, we seek to walk a path 
that leads to equality and justice for all. 

 
                    What is  
        Land Acknowledgement? 
Land acknowledgement pays respect to the  
Indigenous People who stewarded the land and  
waterways we now call home.  It is an opportunity to acknow- 
ledge that the land our physical space stands on was never legally  
signed away (unceded).  It is a chance to stop and recall the history  
of genocide, colonization and assimilation of Indigenous People that 
  ]           took place on this land.  It is a moment to say yes to under- 
                     standing, acknowledging, and doing the work of  
                         reconciliation. 
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Call to Worship                                                    ~ posted on Rev GalPals blog 

 One: While our God is always doing a new thing, 
  we confess that we sometimes close windows 
  against the fresh air of new ideas, 
  against the noise of other people’s worries, 
  against the winds of change. 
 

 Many: God of every place and time, 
  we confess that we often draw the curtains 
  against people who are different, 
  against world news or community concerns. 
 

 One: Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes, 
  our shuttered churches, 
  the security systems on our hearts. 
  Open up our lives!  Open up our lives  
  and let your Spirit blow through our worship today. 
  

Opening Hymn                               Spirit of Life                                   lyrics within video 
On this Pentecost Sunday it is a joy to sing of the Spirit!  Note the beautiful images that speak 
to the gift we know as the Holy Spirit. 

 

Sharing with Children           “Pentecost and Legos!”                             
Prayer:    God, thank you for Legos and for pastors who want to build double decker benches to squeeze 
more people into church! Thank you too for the gift of the Holy Spirit, while sometimes hard to explain 
it, help us remember that the Holy Spirit is a helper.  We all need help now and then, and when we do, 
we can call out to you and your Holy Spirit to be with us always.  Amen 
 

Anthem                                     “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                          The CCC Choir 
 

ENGAGING 
Ancient Testimony                        Acts 2:1-8, 12-18                                     Lector:  Jim Hathaway 
 

2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

(continued) 
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14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.  

Sermon                                                                                        The Reverend Steven Price 
 

RESPONDING            
Offertory Sentence    

Sisters and brothers, the Spirit of truth is with and within us! 
Let us take a few moments to acknowledge the many ways God blesses us…  
and how we might, in turn, be a blessing to others. 
May our gifts and our offerings be a reflection of those blessings.   

 

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for the 
continuation of our ministries.  You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, send a 
gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank. 

Offertory                                    “My Story, My Song”                   Janet Herman, organist 
  

Dedication of our Offering  
May the Holy Spirit take our gifts and use them to touch the lives of those in our community and 
beyond in ways that surprise, delight, and support them.  Amen. 
 

   
 
     Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 

 before the reading of these words of preparation 
      and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  

 
 
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
 

Elder 1:  Fred Brown	
Creator and Source of all Life we praise you for Jesus Christ, 
who reminds us that even in fear-filled days and cloaked with the powers of death,  
your eternal love arises, and never leaves us. 
We rejoice with all your people and with the angels, 
because life is stronger than death! 
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Elder 2:  Christopher Foote 
In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, 
the price he paid for who he was, what he said, 
and what he did; for our benefit. 
On the night before Jesus died, He took a loaf of bread, 
Gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
           “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. 
            Do this, in remembrance of me.”   

The bread of Life, let us take and eat together. 
 

Elder 1   
After supper, Jesus took the cup saying, 
  “This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you  
  and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
         Let us take and drink this cup together. 
 

Elder 2 
O Gracious God, You have blessed this bread and this cup, 
the wheat and the grape, 
the farmer and the harvest. 
These simple elements have been shared in community, 
so that we would taste and see your goodness 
and become one body in Christ.  Amen  
 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World 
 

Continued Prayers during this pandemic: 
For the way this pandemic has impacted all of creation:  God we continue to pray for all of those we love, 
as well as strangers, who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way during this global pandemic.  
For health and human service providers, for educators and all school personnel, for emergency 
responders, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our 
Prayer. 
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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GOING FORTH  
Closing Hymn             Many and Great, O God Are Thy Works      lyrics within video 

This hymn was originally written in 1842 in the Dakota Native American language by Joseph R. 
Renville, a fur trader and Congregational minister.  This slow-moving song, also known as the 
“Dakota Hymn,” was sung by 38 Dakota prisoners of war as they were led to their execution in 
1862.  I encourage you to pay closer attention to the words than to the choir members singing. 

 

Blessing                                 ~ traditional Jewish blessing     
 May God’s breath stream within you. 
 May God’s breath renew you. 
 May God’s breath invigorate you. 
 Walk with confidence into this day. Amen 
 

 
&  &  & 

 

 
Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time followed by dividing into break-out rooms. 
 

Elders for the month of May – Christopher Foote and Fred Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 

   
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 
e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   

 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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          News You Can Use at 
    Community Christian Church 

 

        Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
 To access the recording, visit our website at 
                         Cccopentoall.org. 
           It will be posted early this week. 

 
 

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as 
lifting up the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers.  A ZOOM invita-
tion will be sent Monday evening.      

 

2. Calling All Graduates!  Are you or someone you know graduating in May or June?  Or perhaps 
you received a degree last December. We want to honor our graduates on Education Sunday, 
June 6th.   

 

  Please share information with Sandy Hubbell via email at Turkielegs@aol.com. Be sure to include 
  the name  of the graduate, date of graduation, school name, degree if  applicable, and plans for  
  the near future.   Deadline: Next Sunday, May 30th.   Thanks! 
 

3. Community Sponsored Agriculture (CSA) – On Tuesday, June 22nd from 4-6 PM we will open 
our doors and welcome the members of Kirby Farms CSA into our building for the 1st distribution 
of food for 2021. Social distancing and the wearing of masks will both be required. If you’d like 
to participate, contact www.kirbysfm.com and ask if there’s still room.   This program runs 
through mid-November. 

 
4. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays or Anniversaries This Week  

 May 24  Beth & Dean Akins (anniversary)        
 May 25  Katy Mast 
 May 26 Jason Schunk                    
 May 28 Dee & Lee Staley (anniversary) 
 

5. MOJO Sponsoring “Free the Girls” Collection 
We are collecting new and gently-used bras for the agency known as “Free the Girls.”  Donations may be 
dropped off in the Atrium in the designated box. 

Women once enslaved to sex trafficking are now living free and victoriously.  
What if you could help bring freedom to survivors of sex trafficking  

with something surprisingly simple as a BRA? 

Why Bras?  SAFE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY: Survivors can earn a safe income selling bras in the 
second-hand marketplace in the developing countries we serve:  El Salvador, Mozambique, and Costa Rica. 
We journey with them on the path to restore who they were designed to be - whole, worthy, and 
powerfully FREE. By receiving a starting inventory from Free The Girls, the women are able to begin their 
business and become an entrepreneur in their own communities. This income allows them a safe economic 
opportunity, and for many of the women, provides not only for themselves, but their children as well!  
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6. Looking Ahead – Book Club – Thursday, June 3rd  - 7 PM (via ZOOM). We will discuss the 
book “Small Great Things” by Jodi Picoult. Jeannie Strong will facilitate our discussion.  This 
group is open to everyone. If you’d like to join them, email Kathy Schaefer at shaykathryn@ 
gmail.com and she’ll send you the link.  
 

  *** NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • With richly layered characters and a gripping moral   
  dilemma that will lead readers to question everything they know about privilege, power, and  
  race.  
 
Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years’ experience. 
During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that she’s been 
reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who is African American, 
to touch their child. The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress 
while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene? 
 

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a 
white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the 
courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, Ruth tries to keep life as normal as possible 
for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media sensation. As the trial moves forward, 
Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other’s trust, and come to see that what they’ve been taught their whole lives 
about others—and themselves—might be wrong. 
 

With incredible empathy, intelligence, and candor, Jodi Picoult tackles race, privilege, prejudice, justice, and 
compassion—and doesn’t offer easy answers. Small Great Things is a remarkable achievement from a writer at 
the top of her game. 
 
 
 
                            

¿   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE   ¿                             

 

Today, May 23rd                         11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
 

Tuesday, May 25th    10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 5:00 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 6:30 PM Girl Scouts (FH) 
 

Thursday, May 27th  5:00 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Friday, May 28th   5:00 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Saturday, May 29th  3:00 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Sunday, May 30th   Memorial Day Weekend 
 10:30 AM Worship via ZOOM (Matthew Peck guest preacher) 
 11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
    
 
      

 


