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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

May 16, 2021 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Ron Strong                                 Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell          Technical Support 
 

 
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome  

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for 

reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour. 
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                                                                                
 

Call to Worship (based on John 17:18)                      ~ by Thom Shuman  

 One: From comfortable pews, 
  from tricycle seats, 
  from easy chairs in front of TVs: 
 Many: God gathers us in 
  to give us the words 
  to proclaim the gospel. 
 One: At kitchen sinks, 
  at laptops and blackboards, 
  at nursing stations: 
 Many: Christ calls us to share 
  in serving all creation. 
 One: In communities gathered to pray, 
  in memories of those who served, 
  in families grilling in the backyard: 
 Many: The Holy Spirit fills us 
  with God's joy. 
Opening Hymn                    There’s A Spirit in the Air                      lyrics within video 

This morning’s opening hymn is sung by a church choir in Luton, England – just north of London.  
One of the positive things about “lock down” has been the gift of music from other communities 
from around the world! 

 

Sharing with Children                      “Be Kind”                           written by Pat Zietlow Miller                              
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Prayer:    God, thank you for examples of how to be kind to one another.  Perhaps this week we’ll share 
cookies with a neighbor, or we’ll wash and dry the dishes after dinner, or we’ll sit down alongside an 
older friend and listen.  Might our kindness spill outside of our homes and our church and circle all the 
way around our world… we believe it is possible!  We love you God.  Amen 
 

Anthem                        “All Creatures of Our God and King”                  The CCC Choir 
 

ENGAGING 
Ancient Testimony                           Luke 24:44-53                                                 Lector:  Jen Kann 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 
these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Modern Testimony  (Psalm 93 – rework by Sonny Graves)                    Lector: Sophie Wanck-Kann 
 

What is the home of God like? 
Like being enrobed in delight? Like a strong compass in all things? 
Like an everlasting embrace? 
God’s throne, where she sits, could be a bus stop, a vaccine line, a pantry 
Maybe tucked underneath the freeway overpass with those huddled without shelter 
Maybe a border 
Maybe a detention center 
Maybe solitary in a pandemic 
Maybe the bathroom, door closed 
The only moment of quiet she’ll get that day 
Maybe a graveside; Maybe a church in the country 
Where just two, or three, or fifteen gather 
 

Where is God’s throne? Wherever love persists. 
Where love tries over and over… 
Help us to see you Everlasting One; Clap your hands People of God 
She is here! 
 

Sermon                                                                                        The Reverend Steven Price 
 

RESPONDING            
Offertory Sentence  ~ by Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume  
 A small child is trying to lift a heavy stone that he could not budge. 
        His mother stopped to watch his efforts. 
        Finally, she asked her son, “Are you using all your strength?” 
        And the boy says, “Yes, I am using every bit of energy and strength I have.” 
        And the more he talked, the more he sounded tired and worn out.                                  (continued) 
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  Then the mother said to the child, 
        “No, you are not using all of your strength, because you have not asked me to help!” 
        So, the boy asked his mother to help, but still that stone could not be moved. 
        Then the mother asked her older child to help, but still they could not move it. 
        Then, a neighbor was asked to help, then another neighbor, and another, 
        and finally, with each one giving all their energy and strength to the project, 
        the stone was moved! 
        After everyone left, the mother turned to her young child and said, 
        “You see, when we all work together, when we use our strength together, 
        we can accomplish some things that not one of us could accomplish alone.” 
        And so, as beloved community, 
        let us join together in moving away the heavy stones of life 
        that become stumbling blocks to our faith, 
        by serving as witnesses to God’s love through our grateful giving. 
 

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for the 
continuation of our ministries.  You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, send a 
gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank. 

Offertory                                      “If Thou Art Near”                   Janet Herman, organist 
  

Dedication of our Offering  
 Dear God, We offer our generous gifts as a sign of our gratitude 
       for creating us to care for one another. 
       We pray your blessings upon our gifts, and 
       hope they serve as our love for you and the world.  Amen 

 
   
 
     Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 

 before the reading of these words of preparation 
      and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  

 
 
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
 

Elder 1:  Christopher Foote	
Creator and Source of all Life we praise you for Jesus Christ, 
who reminds us that even in fear-filled days and cloaked with the powers of death,  
your eternal love arises, and never leaves us. 
We rejoice with all your people and with the angels, 
because life is stronger than death! 
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Elder 2:  Fred Brown 
In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, 
the price he paid for who he was, what he said, 
and what he did; for our benefit. 
On the night before Jesus died, He took a loaf of bread, 
Gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
           “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. 
            Do this, in remembrance of me.”   

The bread of Life, let us take and eat together. 
 

Elder 1   
After supper, Jesus took the cup saying, 
  “This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you  
  and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
         Let us take and drink this cup together. 
 

Elder 2 
O Gracious God, You have blessed this bread and this cup, 
the wheat and the grape, 
the farmer and the harvest. 
These simple elements have been shared in community, 
so that we would taste and see your goodness 
and become one body in Christ.  Amen  
  

Prayers for Our Community and the World 
 

Prayers of the People, you might continue the theme by offering prayers for the land, as well as all 
those who farm the land and grow, pick, and transport our food. 

 

Continued Prayers during this pandemic: 
For the way this pandemic has impacted all of creation:  God we continue to pray for all of those we love, 
as well as strangers, who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way during this global pandemic.  
For health and human service providers, for educators and all school personnel, for emergency 
responders, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our 
Prayer. 
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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GOING FORTH  
Closing Hymn                      Great Is Thy Faithfulness                       lyrics within video 

Let’s sing together this old favorite about faith!  This starts off with beautiful brass instruments 
then transitions into a very singable hymn! 

 

Blessing                                                   ~ by Rev. Gord     
 As people of faith we have gathered for worship. 
 As people of faith we move into the world. 
 Go and share the story of faith, the story of life,  
 with the world around you in word and in deed,  
 in speech and in action.  Amen 

 
&  &  & 

 

 
Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time followed by dividing into break-out rooms. 
 

Elders for the month of May – Christopher Foote and Fred Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 

   
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 
e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   

 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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          News You Can Use at 
    Community Christian Church 

 

        Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
 To access the recording, visit our website at 
                         Cccopentoall.org. 
           It will be posted early this week. 

 
 

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as 
lifting up the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers.  A ZOOM invita-
tion will be sent Monday evening.      
 

2. Racial Justice and Community Christian Church 
SAVE THE DATE:  Wednesday, May 19 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. via ZOOM 

 
Dr. Taj Smith, Director of Diversity at RIT, has signed on to lead us on 
a journey to cultural competence and humility.  Dr. Smith will start 
with the basics on May 19 with both lecture and experiential learning 
opportunities. 
 

Join our Racial Justice team; Bob Phillips, Pam Bakst, Dee Staley, Penny 
Cannon, Shawna Lusk and Steven Price for this first in a series of 
learning opportunities! 

 

Please sign up with Sandy Hubbell by 1 pm TODAY at turkielegs@aol.com. 
 

  "We must understand that justice is a practice, not an end."                     ~ Eddie S. Glaude, Jr.  
 

3.  The National Weekend of Prayer for Faith, Hope and Life concludes today.  Please hold 
close in prayer those who have been touched by suicide, those who are dealing with mental 
health issues or feelings of hopelessness and those who love and care for them.  So take a few 
moments today and offer a prayer for all those who’ve been touched by suicide.    

 

4. A Sermon Note 
 

         FRESH START 
         Text:  Hi to:  917-809-4995 
         or follow on nytimes.com/well 

 
5. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week  

 May 18  Brad Forth        
 May 19  Ashleigh Brooks 
 May 21 Eden Akins                    
 May 22 Jim Hathaway 
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6.  MOJO Sponsoring “Free the Girls” Collection 
 We are collecting new and gently-used bras for the agency known 

as “Free the Girls.”  Donations may be dropped off in the Atrium in 
the designated box. 

 

Women once enslaved to sex trafficking are now  
living free and victoriously.  

What if you could help bring freedom to survivors of sex 
trafficking with something surprisingly simple as a BRA? 

BRAS? YES, YOU READ THAT CORRECTLY. 
Why Bras?  SAFE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY: Survivors can earn a safe income selling bras in the 
second-hand marketplace in the developing countries we serve:  El Salvador, Mozambique, and Costa Rica. 
We journey with them on the path to restore who they were designed to be - whole, worthy, and 
powerfully FREE. By receiving a starting inventory from Free The Girls, the women are able to begin their 
business and become an entrepreneur in their own communities. This income allows them a safe economic 
opportunity, and for many of the women, provides not only for themselves, but their children as well!  

 
 
                            

¿   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE   ¿                             

 

Today, May 16th                         11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
 1:00 PM DEADLINE for registering for Racial Justice Seminar 
 

Tuesday, May 18th    10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 4:45 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Wednesday, May 19th  6:30 PM Racial Justice & CCC (ZOOM) 
 

Thursday, May 20th  4:45 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Friday, May 21st   4:45 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Saturday, May 22nd  8:30 AM The Quilting Gals (FH & K) ‘til 4 PM 
 3:00 PM Frontier Field Workers report 
 

Sunday, May 23rd  10:30 AM Worship via ZOOM 
 11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour followed by Break-Out Rooms 
    
 
      

 

Free Girls the 


