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WELCOME  
Thank you for joining together for this, our second, virtual Maundy Thursday service.  

Note:  As we do for most worship services, we will celebrate communion towards the end of 
this evening’s service so finding communion elements will be of benefit. 

There will also be some singing of hymns while muted. 

I would ask for no chat during this evening’s solemn service; if needed, text someone offline. 

There will be voices reading passages throughout worship and I will have an assistant helping 
with this evening’s service. 

A gentle heads up for all as our service will end without a prayer but will end with a lovely, 
solemn piece by our bell choir.  After listening to this hymn, when ready to do so simply leave 
the meeting without discussion and without goodbyes. 

Prelude                 "In the Cross of Christ I Glory / Go to Dark Gethsemane"         settings by 
 Wilbur Held 

Introduction 
While researching service ideas for this Maundy Thursday service, someone offered this idea: 
THINK OUTSIDE OF THE BOX. 

THINK OUTSIDE OF THE BOX. 

WELL, BECAUSE we started Lent with a box; a big old ugly brown – but utilitarian box – I decided 
that wasn’t such a bad idea; AFTER ALL, Jesus was all about outside of the box thinking and 
living and resurrecting. 

All Lent long Sandy has used colorful symbols on our bulletin covers, symbols that remind us of 
holy week; bread and cup, the cross, a rooster crowing, palm branches waving. 

Throughout Lent we have had opportunity to look at the symbols on our portable altar and we 
have pulled symbols from the box/altar and placed them on the communion table; All symbols 
of things we might want and need for our Lenten journey. 

 



 3 

 

 

Symbols are important, when done right they immediately connect us to actual objects and/or 
situations.  As example, a rooster crowing image – especially during Lent – immediately takes 
us to Peter’s denial of Jesus not once, but three times. 

The cross is a significant symbol that during a service like this reminds us of Jesus’ suffering and 
death.  On Easter morning, the cross symbolizes something so much more. 

Hymn                                   Beneath the Cross of Jesus                       lyrics within video 
This slow rendition of “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” invites us to sing it in a spirit of contemplation. 

 
The cross will remain on our wall at the conclusion of this service, but the rest of the symbols in front 
of you will be removed.  
  

All of the symbols before you will be deconstructed or disassembled as we tell their story, the story of 
how God and Jesus and Holy Spirit worked through each one of them to reach us.   

 

How each one was used to awaken us to the Presence of God touched down on earth in human 
form… but still humanity, still we turned our back on Jesus, leaving him to die alone. 

 

We will start by disassembling the colorful panels on our box, which are the same colors as our sanctuary 
window panes.  Our artists did that intentionally to make us all feel as if in some small way we were 
within our sanctuary, within our safe space.  The windows, we realized, are also the colors of the 
rainbow.  The colors of promises made by God to humanity long ago; promises of peace and 
compassionate care. 
   
READER 1                          Connie Bottoni 

12God said to Noah… 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 
and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  ‘This is the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’  Genesis 1: 12-16 
 

As promised God has not destroyed the earth.  Humanity, however, has failed to love and honor 
all of Creation.  God, forgive us. 

 
REFLECTION 
 
READER 2                       Nancy Pollock 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Mark 1:9-11 

The Holy Spirit was with and within Jesus – those who encountered Jesus marveled at such a 
man as this.    

 

REFLECTION 
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READER 3                           Jen Kann 

“When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  Luke 4:16-19  
 

Hymn                                     The Old Rugged Cross                             lyrics within video 
 
REFLECTION 
 
READER 4                              Barbara Coe 

23One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his disciples 
began to pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is 
not lawful on the sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when 
he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God and ate 
the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some 
to his companions.” 27Then Jesus said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not 
humankind for the sabbath...” Mark 2.23-27 
 

REFLECTION 
 

READER 1                          Connie Bottoni 
And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments on it; and he sat upon it.  And many 
spread their garments on the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from 
the fields.  And those who went before him and those who followed cried out Hosanna!  Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Mark 11:7 plus verses 

Who knew that some cheering him on would be the same ones jeering at him days later because 
he didn’t live up to their standards, their dreams of Messiah. 

 

REFLECTION 
 

READER 2                      Nancy Pollock 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
John 12:1 plus verses 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

ELDER 1:  Bill Kelly 
Every Sunday during the pandemic we have come to the table as a community, together yet 
miles apart.  We have taken and eaten BREAD; symbol of Jesus’ body, source of spiritual 
nourishment, and sign of his sacrifice. 
 

Similarly, we have lifted the CUP to our lips and tasted the fruit of the vine, participating in an 
enduring covenant that acknowledges both love and sacrifice. 

 

ELDER 2:  Pam Bakst 
And when the hour came, he sat at table, and the apostles with him.  And he said to them, “I 
have earnestly desired to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer; for I tell you I shall not 
eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.  
  

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, 
and said, ‘Take; eat, this is my body.’  
 

Let us do likewise. 
 

ELDER 1  
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He 
said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I 
will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.’ 
 

The cup of sacrifice and blessing.  Together let us drink. 
 

ELDER 2 
When they finished their meal they sang the hymn then went out to the Mount of Olives where 
Jesus would pray, his apostles would fail, and Jesus would be taken into custody. 

  

Hymn                                             Eat This Bread                                   lyrics within video 
 
REFLECTION 

 
READER 3                         Jen Kann 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace; they clothed him in a purple cloak; 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, 
‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in 
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak then they led him out 
to crucify him. 
 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against 
him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and 
one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the 
cross!’ In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of 
Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Mark 15:16-32 
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Hymn                                O Sacred Head Now Wounded                   lyrics within video 
 
READER 4                         Barbara Coe 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When 
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, 
filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’  
 

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
   

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, 
who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was 
God’s Son!’  Matthew 27:45-54 varied verses 
 

Hymn                                       O Sacred Head (continued)                         
 

CLOSING 
 

Postlude                          “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word”                 3-octave Bell Choir  
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1 They crucified my Lord,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they crucified my Lord,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

2 They nailed him to a tree,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they nailed him to a tree,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word. 

3 They pierced him in the side,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they pierced him in the side,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

4 The blood came trickalin’ down,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word; 

the blood came trickalin’ down,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word. 

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

5 He bowed his head and died,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

he bowed his head and died,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word. 

Not a word, not a word, not a word.
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1 They crucified my Lord,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they crucified my Lord,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

2 They nailed him to a tree,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they nailed him to a tree,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word. 

3 They pierced him in the side,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

they pierced him in the side,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

4 The blood came trickalin’ down,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word; 

the blood came trickalin’ down,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word. 

Not a word, not a word, not a word.

5 He bowed his head and died,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word;

he bowed his head and died,

and he never said a mumbalin’ word. 

Not a word, not a word, not a word.
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