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Earth Sunday
GATHERING

Words of Welcome
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude
Call to Worship
One:

arr. Albert L. Travis

“Hymn to Joy”

~ by Michelle Balek, OSF

Good and Gracious God, Source of the evolving Universe,
Source of all Life, All creation is charged with your Divine Energy.

Many: Ignite your Spark within us,
that we may know ourselves
as truly human and holy,
irrevocably part of the Web of Life.
One:

All creation
– each star and every flower,
– each drop of water and every person,
– each and every atom, down to its very electrons,
explodes with the revelation of your sacred mystery.

Many: Our minds alone cannot fathom such splendor,
our hearts can only respond in awe, praise and gratitude.

Opening Hymn

Morning Has Broken

lyrics within video
While singing, enjoy the beautiful flowers bursting into glorious colors!
This scenery is from our very own Highland Park! Thanks Ron Strong

Sharing with Children

“St. Francis of Assisi”

A video story
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St. Francis is the third of our four dancing saints! Let’s tune in, listen to and watch him
“preach.” Might we “preach” just like him?
Prayer:
For roosters and sparrows we pray and say “thank you”
For kittens and puppies who help us all get through
Dark nights and Long days
They show us Your ways
Of love and devotion for one and for all
From the biggest and best to the least and the small.
We’ll preach just like Francis
By word and by deed
To care for creation and all those in need. Amen

Special Music

“The New 23rd”

The CCC Choir

John 10:11-16

Lector: Nancy Pollock

ENGAGING

Ancient Testimony
11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand
does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be
one flock, one shepherd.

Modern Testimony

The Canticle of the Sun

Lector: Jim Hathaway
St Francis of Assisi composed this song of praise in 1225. Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical “Laudato Si”
takes its name from this work, its title means “Praise Be You.” Here are excerpts:
Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures;
especially Brother Sun, who is the day, and through whom You give us light.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,and through the air, cloudy and serene,
and every kind of weather through which You give sustenance to Your creatures.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,through whom You light the night;
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains us and governs us and who produces
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs... Amen

Sermon

The Reverend Steven Price
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RESPONDING

Offertory Sentence

Our cups overflow with God’s blessing. Let us share in the care of all God’s
children. Let us love, not simply in word or speech, but also in truth and action, as
we give from our hands and our hearts.

While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for the
continuation of our ministries. You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage, send a
gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank.

Offertory

“Reach Out and Touch”

Janet Herman, organist

Dedication of our Offering

May our gifts of time, talent and treasure bring comfort to those who walk
through dark valleys and bring wholeness and peace to those not of this fold. In
the care of one shepherd, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Pam Bakst
Creator and Source of all Life we praise you for Jesus Christ,
who reminds us that even in fear-filled days and cloaked with the powers of death,
your eternal love arises, and never leaves us.
We rejoice with all your people and with the angels,
because life is stronger than death!

Elder 2: Bill Kelly
In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises,
the price he paid for who he was, what he said,
and what he did; for our benefit.
On the night before Jesus died, He took a loaf of bread,
Gave thanks, broke it, and said,
“Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this, in remembrance of me.”

The bread of Life, let us take and eat together.
4

Elder 1
After supper, Jesus took the cup saying,
“This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Let us take and drink this cup together.

Elder 2
O Gracious God, You have blessed this bread and this cup,
the wheat and the grape,
the farmer and the harvest.
These simple elements have been shared in community,
so that we would taste and see your goodness
and become one body in Christ. Amen

Prayers for Our Community and the World
Continued Prayers during this pandemic:
For the way this pandemic has impacted all of creation: God we continue to pray for all of those we love,
as well as strangers, who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way during this global pandemic.
For health and human service providers, for educators and all school personnel, for emergency
responders, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere.

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear our
Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Closing Hymn

His Eye Is On the Sparrow

lyrics within video
God cares for all of creation, from the turning of earth on its axis, to the budding of magnolias in spring,
to the soft feathers of the sparrow. God watches over all, God watches over you and me.

Blessing
May we always walk gently upon the Earth,
taking only what we need,
honoring all with reverence,
being mindful of those who will come after…
May we always walk gently upon the Earth. Amen
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News You Can Use at
Community Christian Church
Today’s ZOOM service was recorded.
To access the recording, visit our website at
Cccopentoall.org.
It will be posted early this week.

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.

Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as
lifting up the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers. A ZOOM invitation will be sent Monday evening.

2. Red Cross Blood Drives – CCC has now become a regular collection site for much needed blood

in the Rochester area. Judi Tellier has volunteered to be the coordinator for these blood drives
and will be looking for folks to help at these events as they come up. Dates have been set once a
month, all Fridays, from May through November: 5/14, 6/18, 7/30, 8/20, 9/17, 10/29 and 11/19.
Stay tuned for more information.

3. Book Club Reminder – Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, May 4th at 7:00 PM (via ZOOM).

We will discuss the book “Leave the World Behind” by Rumaan Alam. Candy will facilitate our
discussion. This group is open to everyone. If you’d like to join them, email Kathy Schaefer at
shaykathryn@gmail.com and she’ll send you the link.

4. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays & An Anniversary This Week
April 25
April 27
April 28
May 1

Jen Michels
Arlo Aikins
Mandy Kirby
Dan Davison
Beth Fulkerson
Jim Lesch & Richard LeRoy – Anniversary

¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor

Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator

Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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¿ THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE ¿
Today, April 25th

11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour
12:30 PM RGMC Rehearsal/Recording – FH (‘til 7:30p)

Monday, April 26th

6:30 PM

Tuesday, April 27th

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

Elders’ Meeting – ZOOM
Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)
Deadline for bulletin announcements
Garage Sale Setup (‘til 9p)

Wednesday, April 28th

5:30 PM
6:30 PM

Bell Choir 1 Rehearsal – Sanctuary
Bell Choir 2 Rehearsal – Sanctuary

Thursday, April 29

6:00 PM

Garage Sale Pricing (‘til 9p)

Friday, April 30
Saturday, May 1st

10:00 AM
9:15 AM

Garage Sale Pricing (‘til noon)
SWEM Food Shelf (off site)

Sunday, May 2nd

10:30 AM Worship via ZOOM
11:30 AM Virtual Coffee Hour (SHORT!)
11:40 AM May General Board Meeting
]All church officers are voting members of the General Board. You are encouraged to attend the
meeting via ZOOM and make your voice heard. The Board Meetings are open and all are welcome
to attend.

Thursday, May 6
Friday, May 7
Saturday, May 8

9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
9:00 AM – Noon
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The Red Wings Are Back!
and so is our

Frontier Field Fundraiser!
There will be an in-person kickoff meeting on Friday, May 14th at 6:30PM. If you don't yet feel comfortable in
public places, we will have a ZOOM link for you to listen in. We’ll enjoy some yummy ice cream sundaes while we
talk about what this year will look like. There will be an opportunity to sign up for games you are able to work.
SInce the opening game is only 4 days after our meeting, the first two weeks of dates are listed below so folks can
sign up with Patti Ayers via email. Also listed are the dates of the games when we’ll need 25 people, so if you
could save those dates for us, that would be GREAT!

Date

May 18th
May 20th
May 21st
May 22nd
May 25th
May 27th
May 28th
May 29th

Game
Time
7 PM
7 PM
7 PM
5 PM
7 PM
7 PM
7 PM
5 PM

Venue

# People
Needed

Mama Mitsey’s
Mama Mitsey’s
Mama Mitsey’s
Mama Mitsey’s
Mama Mitsey’s
Mama Mitsey’s
Home Plate

12

Arrive

4:45 PM
4:45 PM.
4:45 PM.
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
3:00 PM

22
4-5
4-5

**Our big days are June 18 and June 26, July 10, August 21 and September 18.
The other days will be shared at the kickoff meeting – most are on weekends. We may pick up some special
event days or picnic days as well.
This year, all workers will be required to view two 20-minute videos on sexual harassment. Your place of work
may have similar ones, so if you've seen them within the year you should be good to go. You have to verify at
sign in that you viewed them. Below are the links if you don't have access to them. Also, you must provide
proof of a COVID shot and an ID, or negative covid test within 6 hours.

Mandatory Sexual Harassment Training
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL7LwBsV9bM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1za7gs9S2H0
Here is the link to the Monroe County website where free covid tests are available:
https://www.monroecounty.gov/health-covid-19-testing

MOJO Sponsoring “Free the Girls” Collection
In mid-May we will begin collecting new and gently-used bras for the agency known as “Free the Girls.”

Mission:
We exist to help women rescued from sex trafficking reintegrate into their communities.

Vision:

We see a world in which previously enslaved women are leading vibrant, successful, integrated lives.
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