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First Sunday of Lent
GATHERING

Words of Welcome
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAA Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude

“Voluntary on ‘Olivet’”

~ setting by Gordon Young

Call to Worship

~ by Gill Le Fevre

One:

As darkness gives way to light
and winter sleep to fresh beginnings,
Many: We come today to be reminded of God's love for us.
One: Like the green shoots of renewed life,
stirring beneath the soil,
Many: We welcome an awakening of God's word in our lives.
One: In this time of reflection and repentance,
Many: We affirm our identity, we claim our security,
as children of God.

Call to Confession
Lenten Prayer of Confession – Unison
This short prayer of confession comes to us from the Salt Project.
Those following us on social media will read this same prayer of confession.

Dear God, here we are; beloved, flawed, beautiful, failing…
Here we are, trying again to be your people in the world.
Forgive the wrongs we have done,
and the good we have left undone. Amen
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Opening Hymn

Jesus Loves the Little Children Medley

words within video

It’s been a while since we’ve heard our children’s choir – the three songs within this medley
remind us of the beautiful music our children have sung for us over the years.

Sharing with Children

“M&M’s”

Reverend John Dillard
Here is a terrific video of a pastor teaching a children’s message about diversity and God’s love
that garners absolutely NO ATTENTION - until he opens up a bag of M&M’s. Enjoy!

Prayer: God, thank you for reminding us again today that while our outside might be different, inside
we are all the same. Thank you for seeing our heart, thank you for loving all the children of the world
exactly the same. We love you, too. Amen

Anthem

“Prayer of the Children”

The CCC Men’s Choir

ENGAGING

Introduction to Scripture
Psalm 25 is one of several alphabetic acrostic Psalms. What that means is that each line begins
with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet – kind of like A my name is Adam, B we live in
Boston, C our car is a Chrysler. The purpose of this presentation was to help worshippers learn
and remember the significant lessons within.

Ancient Scripture

Psalm 25:1-10

Lector: Jen Kann

1

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.
3
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.
6
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
7
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
10
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his
decrees.
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Meditation

The Reverend Steven Price

RESPONDING

Offertory Sentence
Our church’s ministries are extensions of God’s love and
faithfulness made possible through the generous giving
of our time, energy, and money.
With love let us offer our gifts to God.
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While no plates are passed during the offering, your gifts are still needed and appreciated for
the continuation of our ministries. You are welcome to use the Tithe.ly app on our webpage,
send a gift via U.S. mail, or through your bank.

Offertory

“As the Deer Pants for Water”

Janet Herman, organist

Dedication of our Offering

God of all bounty and blessing,
receive our lives and our gifts
to be bounty and blessings
to you, our church, and the world. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread
and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Christopher Foote
We remember the time when Jesus faced difficult decisions
due to destructive forces.
He faced his season of winter – the long days and nights of searching,
fear of failure, and facing death.
When we too experience the winter of our lives,
may we find the courage to let go
and trust in your guiding, warming light.
We remember that Jesus has shown us that life is stronger than death.

Elder 2: Bill Kelly
As we share the bread and cup together
we remember the words and the actions of an ancient meal…
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his friends saying,
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.
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Elder 1:
He then took a cup, offered thanks for it,
and shared it with his friends saying,
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
Together yet apart we have shared bread and cup;
Ancient symbols. Common acts. Unique environments.
Together yet apart we have tasted and known the goodness of God.
Together yet apart we have drunk from the cup of sorrow and sacrifice.
Together yet apart we express our deepest gratitude for this meal
and for this relationship that sustains us, body and soul. Amen.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
For all of those we love who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way
during this global pandemic. For educators and all school personnel, for health
and human service providers, for emergency responders, for law enforcement
personnel and for essential workers everywhere: God in your GRACE: Hear our
Prayer.
Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear
our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Closing Hymn

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Several United Methodist clergy assembled a small group of musicians to provide congregations with familiar hymn music throughout Lent and Easter. Today we will sing along with
strings to this classic hymn.
(Note: Words to the hymn are on page 6.)
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be
*Refrain:

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love*

Blessing
Mindful of your mercy, forgiveness, and instruction, O God,
we go into the world renewed, refreshed,
and full of courage to be your people.
We go in peace to work for justice. Amen
&

&

&

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time with “Break-Out Rooms”
Elders for the month of February – Bill Kelly and Christopher Foote
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WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording,
visit our website at Cccopentoall.org. It will be posted early this
week.

1. March Calendar Dates are due TODAY by 6 PM. The March calendar will be mailed with
the bulletin next week.

2. HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.

Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as lifting
up the ways God has already answered your prayers. A ZOOM invitation will be sent Monday
evening.

3. Lenten Activities – Throughout Lent we will be posting on social media a variety of Do It Yourself

(DIY) practical activities to help keep us focused and reflective. Take a look and engage in some
or all of the spiritual growth activities within. This work comes to us from SALT Project.
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4. February is Black History / Heritage Month and also the month for our Special Offering

Week of Compassion
YOUR WEEK OF COMPASSION
DOLLARS AT WORK:

God’s Pantry: Feeding
Neighbors in Parkersburg,
West Virginia
By: Jennifer Allen
God sent the message: feed the masses.
In the community surrounding First
Christian Church of Parkersburg, West
Virginia, the number of unhoused and
underfed neighbors has increased due to
COVID-19. Restrictions on housing
facilities and illness among volunteers
who typically feed the hungry have led to less availability of sheltered beds and fewer food pantries
disseminating sustenance to those in need. These dynamics have caused a compound crisis in the community.
In the past, those sleeping in shelters received food during their stay. Now, diminished access to these
programs means that a higher number of neighbors are homeless and hungry. As in so many other places,
the pandemic has also led to unprecedented unemployment numbers. Though some have retained their
housing due to moratoriums placed on evictions, they have no means to supply food for themselves. Whereas
the school system would normally help fill in the gaps for children who lacked food supplies at home, WV
students have now been out of the classroom since March 2020. The public education system has been
offering food for those who can get to the schools, but the school transportation network has not been
operating. Therefore, students who do not live within walking distance of a feeding site cannot receive food.
In November 2020, with doors of the church building closed, the calls of need continued to ring on the phone
of First Christian Parkersburg. Members recognized that, while their structure may be empty, their outreach
to the community should not stop.
The congregation met virtually to ask what could be done as a coordinated response, and God sent the
message to feed the masses.
With a stairwell platform housing doors to the inside and outside, members recognized that a 24/7 feeding
ministry could be easily built within the current church facility. Exterior doors could remain open, providing
access to the pantry, while locked interior doors would restrict access to the rest of the church building.
With a grant from Week of Compassion, they installed shelving and signage to point people in need toward
the building. Members donated money and items to distribute to those seeking help. With great pride and
with God’s guidance, the doors were opened. The ministry named “God’s Pantry” has been open 24/7 since
its installation in early November 2020.
For the first 2 weeks, the pantry was operating on $100 worth of staples. Thanksgiving arrived and the
holidays rolled in. Many shelters and local cupboards closed because of resource deficits and the inability to
staff programs safely. God’s Pantry, not requiring a staff, continued feeding the community.
Over the last 2 months the cost of filling the pantry has grown to $400-500 weekly. In January 2021, The
church applied for further support from Week of Compassion to help sustain the growing needs.
Once again, Week of Compassion dollars have helped bridge the gap between community need and
fulfillment of a much-needed outreach mission. God’s pantry continues to be utilized, and FCC Parkersburg
volunteers continue to provide the structure, supplies and prayers to those who seek support. With God’s
help, and the help of other Disciples through Week of Compassion, God’s Pantry is available 24/7.
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5. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week
February 24
February 25
February 26
February 27

Caitlin McNaney and Scot Graham-Raad
Gary Raycroft
Kiely McGowan
Maddie Snyder

¿ THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE ¿
Today, February 21st

11:30 AM
11:44 AM
2:00 PM
2:30 PM
6:00 PM

Virtual Coffee Hour
Ministry of Justice and Outreach Meeting – ZOOM
Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Altos – ZOOM
Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Basses – ZOOM
DEADLINE for submissions for March Calendar

Monday, February 22nd

6:30 PM

Tuesday, February 23rd

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
6:30 PM

Wednesday, February 24th

5:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

NO Bell Choir 1 Rehearsal – FH
NO Bell Choir 2 Rehearsal – FH
Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Tenors – ZOOM
Virtual Choir Rehearsal – Sopranos – ZOOM

Thursday, February 25th

5:45 PM

NO Girl Scouts – FH

Sunday, February 28th

10:30 AM
2:00 PM
2:30 PM

Elders’ Meeting via ZOOM
Hopes and Prayers – ZOOM
Deadline for bulletin announcements
NO Girl Scouts – FH

2nd Sunday in Lent
Worship via ZOOM
Virtual Choir via ZOOM – Sopranos
Virtual Choir via ZOOM – Tenors

2:15 PM Altos
2:45 PM Basses

Looking Ahead – Tuesday, March 2nd – 7:00 PM – Book Club
Reading “Fin and Lady” by Cathleen Schine. If interested in joining the ZOOM discussion, email
Kathy Schaefer at kshay@rochester.rr.com. ALL are welcome!

¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor

Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator

Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
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