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Words of Welcome
Welcome to the first Sunday morning worship of 2021! Today’s virtual service
reminds us in this New Year that we are still exercising precautions to keep ourselves and loved ones safe.
Our worship will be led by elders Bill Kelly, Connie Bottoni and myself, Dee
Staley, along with our Board Chairperson Ron Herman.
A note of gratitude to Ryan for keeping the tech worship wheel spinning and
for the gorgeous and informative bulletins Sandy prepares for us each week.
As we begin our service just some notes of preparation:

Words of Preparation
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude

“Shepherds/The Three Kings”

Call to Worship
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Wilbur Held

~ written by Cheryl Lawrie / edits smp

We gather as a community of faith in God’s subversive world.
We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light.
We gather to remember that love is more powerful than death.
We gather trusting that peace is stronger than violence.
We gather as people of faith to bring the light of God to the world.
We gather to worship this first Sunday morning of 2021!

Opening Carol

O Little Town of Bethlehem

lyrics within video
Sing along to this beautifully sung carol shared with us by our UCC friends.
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Sharing with Children

“A Poem by Daniel Donkey”

1. Daniel Donkey is my full name
To this church I’m sure glad I came
At first I was shy
Couldn’t even say “hi!”
But you all welcomed me so kind.

2. A donkey is strong indeed
We carry nearly everything you need
We are gentle and kind
Tho’ we don’t always mind
‘cause we’ve got a mind of our own.

3. In the Christmas story I play a part
Some say I pulled Mary in a cart
Though my back disagrees
I still feel it in my knees
With each step to Bethlehem we took.

4. Wise men are bringing gifts today
They have come from so far away
But we’re sure glad they came
The story wouldn’t be the same
Without gold, frankinsense and myrrh

5. My gift is being strong and steady
To do good I am always ready
‘cuz that’s what God asks
For us to get to the tasks
Of justice and peace and love.

6. Soon I will leave you all
Don’t be sad tho’ cuz I hear a call
Easter’s coming I know
And I’ve a long road to go
Watch for me and on my back who I’ll carry.

Daniel Prays: God bless each child and each child at heart on this day and every day.
May we all do our part using gifts you have given us. When we do so, your kin-dom
comes closer to earth. Amen.

Special Music
Scripture Reading

Ancient Testimony

“Bell Carol of the Kings”

CCC Choir with Bells
Lector: Connie Bottoni

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
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Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
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When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.

Carol

We Three Kings

lyrics within video
Together let us sing this Epiphany time carol AND THEN we will watch our screens for today’s message.
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Message

“The Fourth Wiseman”
followed by a brief message from Pastor Steven.

Call to Offering

God, you call us to give as we have received in this Christmas Season.
As you have shared your Child with us,
help us to share our blessings with those in need.

Offertory

“Silent Night”

CCC’s Bell Choir

Prayer of Dedication

God of Vision,
Take our offerings
and turn them into vision;
vision of all people fed,
vision of all people safe,
vision of all people housed,
vision of all people educated. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Bill Kelly
We remember the time when Jesus faced difficult decisions
due to destructive forces.
He faced his season of winter – the long days and nights of searching,
fear of failure, and facing death.
When we too experience the winter of our lives,
may we find the courage to let go
and trust in your guiding, warming light.
We remember that Jesus has shown us that life is stronger than death.

Elder 2: Dan Robillard
As we share the bread and cup together
we remember the words and the actions of an ancient meal…
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his friends saying,
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.
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Elder 1:
He then took a cup, offered thanks for it,
and shared it with his friends saying,
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
Together yet apart we have shared bread and cup;
Ancient symbols. Common acts. Unique environments.
Together yet apart we have tasted and known the goodness of God.
Together yet apart we have drunk from the cup of sorrow and sacrifice.
Together yet apart we express our deepest gratitude for this meal
and for this relationship that sustains us, body and soul. Amen.

Carol

Come, O Long Expected Jesus

lyrics within video

Prayers for Our Community and the World
A Prayer for the New Year

~ by Abigail Hastings w/ edits by smp

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
we begin a new dance with you this year.
So create in each of us a clean heart.
Give us new eyes to see the needs of others,
and renewed energy for the work to be done.
Create in us a new idea about ourselves,
that we might find mercy and forgiveness within,
and become most fully who we are meant to be.
O God, we thank you for this community of people with whom we worship;
Bless us all as we step into a new year together, ready to serve you, one another,
and the strangers we encounter.
Amen.

God we pray for all who are suffering because of COVID 19 – and all who are called
to the front lines to keep the rest of us safe and healthy. For all health and human
service providers, for emergency responders, for educators and all school
personnel, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere:
God in your GRACE: Hear our Prayer.
Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear
our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH

Closing Music for Listening “Ding Dong! Merrily on High”

CCC’s Bell Choir

Blessing
Send us into the world refreshed in hope.
Send us into the world awake, alert,
and attuned to your presence.
Send us into the world ready to join your work of blessing for all. Amen.

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time
Elders for the month of January – Bill Kelly and Dan Robillard

¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor

Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator

Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To
access the recording, visit our website at
Cccopentoall.org. It will be posted early this
week.

1. Mitten Tree – It’s not too late to bring in not only mittens for our beautiful new tree in the
sanctuary but hats, scarves and socks (all sizes for all ages) will be greatly appreciated! If you stop
by on Wednesdays between 5:30 and 7:30 PM, the church will be open as bell choirs will be
practicing.
The donations will go to the Coldwater Open Door Shelter which supports the Women and
Children’s Residential Program located in Chili on Coldwater Road. This Women and Children’s
Residential Program offers a safe, comprehensive and dignified environment that helps women
develop a plan for sustainable living. This may include medical, vocational, and academic
assessments as well as training in parenting, nutrition, job readiness, money management and
selfcare. Any items that aren’t used by the residents at the Coldwater program will be shared
with the downtown shelter and distributed to clients there.

2. Offering Envelopes for 2021
Offering envelopes for 2021 are in the atrium at church. If you are at church for some reason,
please stop by the atrium and pick up your envelopes. If you do not have that opportunity, they
will be there when we start back to church in person later next year (whenever that is). Pat Cannon
has envelopes ready for most of the congregation. If there is not a box of envelopes ready for you
and you would like one, just let Pat know and he will get it for you. We have plenty. Using
envelopes does make it easier for the recording of your contributions each week. Pat Cannon, our
Financial Secretary can be reached at finsecty.ccc@gmail.com or (585) 738-7835 (text). Thanks!

3. Book Club – The church has an active Book Club that now meets virtually via ZOOM. The next

gathering is Thursday, January 7th at 7:00 PM. The book that will be discussed is “I’ll Be Gone by
Dark” by Michelle McNamara. If interested in joining the group, email Kathy Schaefer at kshay@
rochester.rr.com so she can send you the ZOOM link. Looking ahead to February … Thursday,
February 4th – “Yada Yada Prayer Group” by Neta Jackson.

4. Red Cross Blood Drives

A. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. For further information or to volunteer, contact
Shawna Lusk.
B. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined.
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5.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
On Sunday, January 10, 2021 directly following our ZOOM worship we will hold our

ZOOM Annual Congregational Meeting.

This is a very important gathering in the life of our church. The proposed 2021 slate of
officers and the proposed budget for 2021 will be presented for congregational approval.
We need your presence and input. Please attend and participate!

Special Note: The Installation of Church Officers will be held Sunday, January 24th during
worship.

6. A Note of Thanks! Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the awesome gift shared with me
and Norman at Christmas. Your generosity sure can humble a guy. I am grateful, Steven.

7. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries This Week
January 5
January 6
January 8

Matthew Peck
Brian Ayers
Susan Petersen & Luz Cruz – anniversary

CCC’s 2020 Mitten Tree!
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8. Sacred Conversations on Race continue!
We have started the work, though there is a long way to go. I hope a number of you will join me
as we engage in anti-racist work over the next few months.
The following is a note from our facilitators along with a description of our work and the cost
associated with it. A couple of people have already said, "yes!"
Hi Steven: What a joy it is to have worked with you and your people in starting the journey to unpack
racism and white supremacy in America. We are delighted that many are interested in continuing with
a deeper dive into the work.
Below is a description of what we can offer your group. We prefer to work with no more than 20 people
at a time.
Three Month Mini-Intensive Course. This study begins with a 2-day intensive session — 4 hours
each. Additionally, this group will meet every other week for a period of 3 months. This study
leans on the relational aspect of the group and demands that a person deep dive into their
understanding and experiences with racism. In addition to preparing with homework, this group
will also need to purchase/access required books and videos. $500/person.
Please let Steven know if you are interested in joining us by January 12.
Thank you.
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