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Second Sunday after Epiphany
“I discovered that you have to have this sense of faith
that what you’re moving toward is already done.”

~ written by the late John Lewis
Congressman United States House of Representatives

GATHERING

Words of Welcome
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude

“Go Down Moses / I Want to Be Ready”

African American Spirituals

Call to Worship

One: God of our ancestors and God of our dreams,
we gather today to remember that you have created us all
in your image and in your likeness
All:
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: We remember how you spoke into the darkness and created light
All:
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: We remember the ways you have delivered your people through trials
and tribulations since the beginning of time,
right up until this present moment
All:
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: God you have been the guiding light along the paths of Hope and Love
leading toward a beloved community
where all are equally seen and radically loved
All:
And so together, we will dream the impossible. Amen
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Prayer of Confession and Song of Assurance
While we don’t often confess our sins together, it seems appropriate that we would do so on
this Sunday before Martin Luther King, Jr Day. We, as Church, have not pursued justice for all
because most have not felt the sting of injustice. The video footage of black sisters and brothers
murdered coupled with a largely white mob set free on and then from Capitol Hill remind us
what Church has not done, and of our own sins of racism and white supremacy. So please pray
with me and together softly sing words in bold from the song, “We Shall Overcome.”

O God, we have fallen short of all that has been required of us. Whereas you looked at
your beloved creation and said “it is good”,
we have at times looked at creation and rejected its beauty and goodness.
We have looked at the color of one another’s skin.
We have felt the texture of one another’s hair
and determined what is good and what is damaged.
We have fallen short of being family and each other’s keeper but,
Deep in my heart, I do believe that we shall overcome someday.
We have ignored the cries of others as they seek justice
and we told them to wait a little while longer but
Deep in my heart, I do believe the truth shall make us free someday.
But today is a new day full of opportunities to try again.
We can turn from the sins of neglect and dishonesty,
and prayerfully move towards reconciliation and mutual respect. And so,
Deep in my heart, I do believe we shall live in peace someday.

Opening Song
Sharing with Children

We Shall Overcome

lyrics within video

“Ruby Bridges”

~ as read by Ronnie Herman
Our story today is about a young person most of us may not yet know about. Her name is Ruby
Bridges. I won’t give away the story, but she faced very difficult days going to school – and
through it all she prayed and God was with her. Mr. Ron Herman is reading about Ruby this
morning.
Prayer: God forgive adults for hurtful and hateful words and behavior because of someone’s
skin color. Help us, as the children of this church, to do a better job liking and loving all people
– just like You do. Amen.

Anthem

“Precious Lord”

The CCC Choir

ENGAGING

Introduction to Scripture
In the Gospel account prior to today’s scripture passage John the Baptist has baptized Jesus. In
John’s Gospel we don’t “see” the event occur, instead, we hear John talking about the Spirit
descending on Jesus and hearing God say, “This is my beloved.”
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Ancient Scripture

John 1:35-51

Lector: Jen Kann

(selected verses)
35

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 40One of the
two was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah.” 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him,
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called
you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said
to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man.”

Meditation

The Reverend Steven Price

RESPONDING
Call to Offering

Let us now prepare ourselves to contemplate the gifts we offer our God and to receive
holy communion as we listen to this quiet hymn:

Offertory
Prayer of Dedication

“I Surrender All”
Feel free to sing along while muted.

What we have received from you, O God
we offer back to you:
Our treasure, our time, and our lives. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Bill Kelly
We remember the time when Jesus faced difficult decisions
due to destructive forces.
He faced his season of winter – the long days and nights of searching,
fear of failure, and facing death.
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When we too experience the winter of our lives,
may we find the courage to let go
and trust in your guiding, warming light.
We remember that Jesus has shown us that life is stronger than death.

Elder 2: Dan Robillard
As we share the bread and cup together
we remember the words and the actions of an ancient meal…
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his friends saying,
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
He then took a cup, offered thanks for it,
and shared it with his friends saying,
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
Together yet apart we have shared bread and cup;
Ancient symbols. Common acts. Unique environments.
Together yet apart we have tasted and known the goodness of God.
Together yet apart we have drunk from the cup of sorrow and sacrifice.
Together yet apart we express our deepest gratitude for this meal
and for this relationship that sustains us, body and soul. Amen.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
For all of those we love who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way
during this global pandemic. For educators and all school personnel, for health
and human service providers, for emergency responders, for law enforcement
personnel and for essential workers everywhere: God in your GRACE: Hear our
Prayer.
Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear
our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Choral Blessing

“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”

Stanford Talisman Virtual Choir
This song is now commonly understood as the Black National Anthem. As you watch and
listen, may this music bless your soul as we end worship today.

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time
Elders for the month of January – Bill Kelly and Dan Robillard

¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor

Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator

Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the
recording, visit our website at Cccopentoall.org. It
will be posted early this week.

1. A Virtual Memorial (No longer an in-person gathering at church.)
On Tuesday, January 19 at 5:30 PM we will join with our nation to remember and to grieve
those who have died because of COVID-19.
Join Pastor Steven on the ZOOM link below for prayer, bell ringing and candle lighting. Here is
the plan:
We will virtually gather, say a prayer, grab whatever bell-like items we have then step outside
our homes and ring for one minute. We will then come back inside, light a candle and say
another prayer before blowing out our candles and saying good night. Don't be afraid to step
outside your door and ring that bell or bang those pots and pans... we may hear no one else
doing likewise, but someone may need to hear us.
We will read this poem as prayer when together. Note that when this poem was written in
October there were 1 million deaths. As I write this announcement on January 11, there are
1.94 million deaths due to the coronavirus.

“I am sorry for your loss”
These are the words that are never enough
and do not pretend to understand –
a verbal fingertip of tenderness
today offered to the world.
World, we are sorry for your loss
of a million smiles,
and a million memories,
and a million hopes for the future.
We are sorry for your loss
of stories that will never be told,
flowers never planted,
friends never made,
extraordinary gifts and simple kindnesses
that will not be received,
meals not shared; hugs not held.

We are sorry for our own loss
of a million people
whom we will never meet,
with whom we will not
laugh or cry, work or play,
argue or kiss,
and so many families and friends
to whom we will never be able
to offer our awkward words
and our inadequate but holy love.

(continued on page 8 with ZOOM Link.)
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Steven Price is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: COVID memorial service
Time: Jan 19, 2021 05:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83048982010?pwd=cUt3Wmp5OUpraEd5c3MveXZjeW5Fdz09

2. HOPES and PRAYERS – Resumes Tuesday, January 19th at 10:00 AM.
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for an hour of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as
lifting up the ways God has already answered your prayers. A ZOOM invitation will be sent
Monday evening.

3. The Installation of Church Officers will be held next Sunday, January 24th during worship.
4. Offering Envelopes for 2021
Offering envelopes for 2021 are in the atrium at church. If there is not a box of envelopes ready
for you and you would like one, just let Pat Cannon know and he will get a box for you. Using
envelopes does make it easier for the recording of your contributions each week. Pat Cannon, our
Financial Secretary can be reached at finsecty.ccc@gmail.com or (585) 738-7835 (text). Thanks!

5. Red Cross Blood Drives – Note NEW Dates!

A. Friday, March 19th from 1:30 PM – 6:30 PM. If you would like to work a shift, please let
Shawna Lusk know. Additionally, if you'd like to schedule an appointment to donate and
aren't sure how to do so online, Shawna can assist.
B. Saturday, March 27th from 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM A Memorial Blood Drive in memory of Cooper
Kenny will take place.

6. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week
January 21
January 22

Amy Zimmer
Jesse Geer

7. Special Event You Might Consider
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Too Young To Retire: 101 Ways to Start the Rest
of Your Life
I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life was service.
I acted and behold, service was joy. -Rabindranath Tagore

What are you retiring to? Is it a life unplanned or do you want to figure out how
to make the most of life’s next phase? Come and join us for group discussions
lead by Bob Patterson, a certified instructor, on what constitutes the well lived
life. This class will offer limited discussions about your vision of retirement, family, wellness, money, work,
volunteering, hobbies and community involvement. Suggested reading is Too Young To Retire: 101 Ways to
Start the Rest of Your Life by Marika and Howard Stone.
Keep Wednesday evenings 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on January 20th, 27, February 3rd and 10th open for a Zoom
discussion on how to make your retirement the best part of your life.
This is being offered through the Center for Christian Growth of WNY. For the Zoom link or if you have any
questions please contact Kirsten Albrecht-Carrie or Debbie Katz at 716-631-0979 or by email at
resourcecenterwny@gmail.com . Suggested donation is $20.00.
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