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Annual Meeting Sunday

Words of Welcome
While it is unusual to start a worship service by telling folks to look forward to its ending, that is
exactly what I’m doing today. You’ll hear and see Community Christian Church’s choir singing a
beloved anthem, virtually. It required a variety of skillsets to bring us this musical gift today.
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Annual Congregational
Meeting.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude

“Listen, God is Calling”

Call to Worship

Kenyan trad.; arr. Anna Krentz

~ written by Glenn Mitchell

One: O Star-flinging God, whose light dances across eternity,
Many: dazzle us into your presence this new year.
One: Open our hearts to the mystery of your love.
Many: Awaken us to your presence, knit to the ordinary.
One: Reveal to us what is possible, but not yet present.
Many: Heal us, that we might be healers.
One: Reconcile us to you and to ourselves,
Many: that our living might be reconciling.
One: Stop us often, we pray
Many: with news that is good
One: with hope that holds
Many: with truth that transforms with a Word.
One: May the word of your grace guide our steps
Many: as we travel into the gift of a new year. Amen.
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Opening Song

We Are Called

Sharing with Children

“The Skin I’m In”

lyrics within video
While the opening notes are high this early in the morning, the words encourage us to act with
justice, love tenderly, serve one another, and walk humbly with God. I’d say that’s a great way
to step into the year 2021!
~ as read by Patti Ayers
Today we’re going to delve into the challenging topic of racism; to help us we’re going to listen
to a story read by our friend and teacher, Miss Patti. A first look at racism book: “The Skin I’m
In.”
Prayer: God we pray for everyone who has been hurt by racist attitudes. We pray too for
people who are afraid of people who don’t look like them and who make it hard for us all to live
together peacefully. We are one big family God, help us live like brothers and sisters who love
and respect one another. Amen.

Anthem

“God Spoke”

The CCC Choir

ENGAGING

Introduction to Scripture
As we begin our first steps into 2021, let’s listen for the voice of the Lord. The voice we hear in
our Psalm is quite different from that in our Gospel reading.

Scripture Reading

Psalm 29

Lector: Barbara Coe

1

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor.
3
The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.
11
May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace!
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Mark 1:9-11
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

Meditation

The Reverend Steven Price

RESPONDING
Call to Offering

Let us now prepare ourselves to contemplate the gifts we offer our God and to receive
holy communion as we listen to this quiet hymn:
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Offertory

“Star of County Down”
This guitar and bass duet is a winter gift from some UCC friends.

Prayer of Dedication
What we have received from you, O God
we offer back to you:
Our treasure, our time, and our lives. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Dan Robillard
We remember the time when Jesus faced difficult decisions
due to destructive forces.
He faced his season of winter – the long days and nights of searching,
fear of failure, and facing death.
When we too experience the winter of our lives,
may we find the courage to let go
and trust in your guiding, warming light.
We remember that Jesus has shown us that life is stronger than death.

Elder 2: Bill Kelly
As we share the bread and cup together
we remember the words and the actions of an ancient meal…
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his friends saying,
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
He then took a cup, offered thanks for it,
and shared it with his friends saying,
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
Together yet apart we have shared bread and cup;
Ancient symbols. Common acts. Unique environments.
Together yet apart we have tasted and known the goodness of God.
Together yet apart we have drunk from the cup of sorrow and sacrifice.
Together yet apart we express our deepest gratitude for this meal
and for this relationship that sustains us, body and soul. Amen.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
For all of those we love who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way
during this global pandemic. For educators and all school personnel, for health
and human service providers, for emergency responders, for law enforcement
personnel and for essential workers everywhere: God in your GRACE: Hear our
Prayer.
Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear
our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Choral Blessing

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”

CCC’s Virtual Choir

Announcements followed directly by our Annual Congregational Meeting.
Elders for the month of January – Bill Kelly and Dan Robillard
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The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-712
5

Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the
recording, visit our website at Cccopentoall.org. It
will be posted early this week.

1.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
TODAY, January 10, 2021 directly following our ZOOM worship we will hold our

ZOOM Annual Congregational Meeting.
This is a very important gathering in the life of our church. The proposed 2021 slate of
officers and the proposed budget for 2021 will be presented for congregational approval.
We need your presence and input. Please attend and participate!

Special Note: The Installation of Church Officers will be held Sunday, January 24th during
worship.

2. Offering Envelopes for 2021
Offering envelopes for 2021 are in the atrium at church. If you are at church for some reason,
please stop by the atrium and pick up your envelopes. If you do not have that opportunity, they
will be there when we start back to church in person later next year (whenever that is). Pat Cannon
has envelopes ready for most of the congregation. If there is not a box of envelopes ready for you
and you would like one, just let Pat know and he will get it for you. We have plenty. Using
envelopes does make it easier for the recording of your contributions each week. Pat Cannon, our
Financial Secretary can be reached at finsecty.ccc@gmail.com or (585) 738-7835 (text). Thanks!

3. Red Cross Blood Drives

A. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM. If you would like to work a shift, please let
Shawna Lusk know. Additionally, if you'd like to schedule an appointment to donate and
aren't sure how to do so online, Shawna can assist.
B. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined.

4. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week
January 10

Al Nobrega

5. Special Events You Might Consider – See page 7
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Sacred Conversations on Race continue!
We have started the work, though there is a long way
to go. I hope a number of you will join me as we
engage in anti-racist work over the next few months.
The following is a note from our facilitators along with a description of our work and the cost
associated with it. A couple of people have already said, "yes!"
Hi Steven: What a joy it is to have worked with you and your people in starting the journey to unpack
racism and white supremacy in America. We are delighted that many are interested in continuing with
a deeper dive into the work.
Below is a description of what we can offer your group. We prefer to work with no more than 20 people
at a time.
Three Month Mini-Intensive Course. This study begins with a 2-day intensive session — 4 hours
each. Additionally, this group will meet every other week for a period of 3 months. This study
leans on the relational aspect of the group and demands that a person deep dive into their
understanding and experiences with racism. In addition to preparing with homework, this group
will also need to purchase/access required books and videos. $500/person.
Please let Steven know if you are interested in joining us by January 12. Thank you.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Too Young To Retire: 101 Ways to
Start the Rest of Your Life
I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life was
service. I acted and behold,
service was joy. -Rabindranath Tagore

What are you retiring to? Is it a life unplanned or do you want
to figure out how to make the most of life’s next phase? Come and join us for group discussions lead by
Bob Patterson, a certified instructor, on what constitutes the well lived life. This class will offer limited
discussions about your vision of retirement, family, wellness, money, work, volunteering, hobbies and
community involvement. Suggested reading is Too Young To Retire: 101 Ways to Start the Rest of
Your Life by Marika and Howard Stone.
Keep Wednesday evenings 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on January 20th, 27, February 3rd and 10th open for a
Zoom discussion on how to make your retirement the best part of your life.
This is being offered through the Center for Christian Growth of WNY. For the Zoom link or if you have
any questions please contact Kirsten Albrecht-Carrie or Debbie Katz at 716-631-0979 or by email at
resourcecenterwny@gmail.com . Suggested donation is $20.00.
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