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The Incarnation of Christ 

“and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
                                                                                                      

                                                                                                       John 1:14 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 
December 27, 2020 10:30 AM 
 
The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Edward Schell   Guest Organist 
Mr. Ron Strong Choir Director 
Mr. Ron Herman Bell Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell Technical Support 
 

 First Sunday after Christmas 
  

GATHERING  
Words of Welcome 

While Christmas morning has passed, we find ourselves nestled still within the 12 
Days of Christmas!  We will relish the days of no school and no work to spend time 
with loved ones in person and virtually.  Over the days of Christmas we will 
worship, watch and wait for the arrival of the wise men traveling to find the Christ 
Child. 

 

Words of Preparation  
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for 

reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour. 
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                            “In Dulci Jubilo”                                        Wilbur Held 
 

Call to Worship ~ written by Roddy Hamilton 
 One: The year has thinned 
  the light seems weaker 
 Many: the year is tired 
  and the season running out 
 

 One: yet here we are in the place of life 
 Many: for this place believes  
  in things beyond time and season 
 

 One: we might live in the echo of stables and incarnation  
  holding onto faith in the year’s last days 
 

                        (continued) 
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 Many: yet what do we do 
  but perform acts of renewal and rebirth 
  of baptism and hope                                     
 One: of seeking new life shaped in Jesus Christ 
 

 Many: so let us gather in what the world sees  
  as the cusp of the year 
 One: yet we know as another day in the eternity of love 
 

 One: let’s celebrate who we are and who we are yet to be 
 Many: come let us be together and worship 

 

Opening Song                 Angels We Have Heard on High                
as sung by Katie Simbala 

Hark!  Listen to how this beloved carol begins!  In no way does it sound like gentle angel-song, 
but like a warrior wailing!  The singer is Katie Simbala, an out bisexual woman who was kicked 
out of her Pentecostal tradition but celebrates her life and faith in songs like this one.  Sing 
along to the chorus!   

 

Sharing with Children              “A Christmas Story”  as read by Jeannie Strong 
Prayer:  God, we thank you for Joseph’s bravery, for Mary’s courage, for the wise men’s 
determination, and most of all, for the gift of your son Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Special Music                          “Birthday of a King”                         Ron Herman, soloist 
                             Janet Herman, pianist 
A Definition                                    Incarnation   

The word “incarnation” is used frequently in religious circles, but many of us might 
not know what it means.  In our Christian tradition “incarnation” means that God 
became flesh, that God assumed a human nature and became a person in the 
form of Jesus Christ. 
 

An Incarnation Story             “The Man & the Birds”                                          
Watch and listen to this beautiful story that helps explain the challenging concept 
of incarnation using images familiar to us all. 

 

Carol                      “Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child!” 
Catch the joy of this up-tempo carol that in all likelihood most of us have not heard 
before.  This song is from IMMV band, a multicultural, multilingual group sharing 
the good news!  I’ll bet by the second refrain you too can sing this “new to us” 
Christmas carol. 
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A Christmas Covid Story 
 

For those who worried that Santa’s visit during the 
global COVID pandemic wasn’t as safe as it could have 
been, then listen to this short story! 

Just before Christmas this year, six-year-old Amy 
worried, “What if Rudolph got Covid-19?  Would it 
spread to the other reindeer and Santa Claus?  If so, 
then Santa wouldn’t be able to travel from the North 
Pole to deliver Christmas gifts around the world!  She 
understood this virus very well as her own family’s trips 
had been canceled this year, so global transit seemed 
impossible. 

Amy’s concerns were real, especially since Santa Claus is 
older, which makes him particularly vulnerable were he 
to catch the virus. 

Offering words of reassurance, Amy’s mom said that she 
had heard good news: This year Mrs. Claus made 
Christmas-themed masks for everyone – reindeer 

included! Hooray! The Christmas masks would protect the reindeer and Santa Claus from the 
virus.    

For extra good measure, Amy’s parents suggested that the family leave hand sanitizer next to 
the cookies and milk for Santa! 

Amy’s grandpa said over a family ZOOM meeting that he had it on good authority that every 
safety protocol was being followed by Santa and his team. Grandma even shared a post on her 
Instagram account that someone from the North Pole shared with her.  It’s a list of health 
guidelines posted on a workshop wall:                           (Source, the Wall Street Journal and NBC news stories) 

 

1. Santa and his helpers stay in and work in pods. 
2. Everyone in the North Pole gets tested regularly. 
3. All essential Christmas Eve travelers were in quarantine from December 10 to 

December 24. 
4. Santa wears a mask when in public, on December 24 there are no exceptions. 
5. Santa will sanitize his hands between every home and every visit will be extra 

brief this year AND FINALLY… 
6. Santa will carry all necessary paperwork justifying his travel around the globe.  
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Carol                                  Go Tell It On the Mountain                      lyrics within video 
 Speaking of travel, let’s sing a favorite carol about mountains and telling the news of Jesus’ birth! 
 
Now for something completely different!   The rose in the following song’s text is 
a symbolic reference to the Virgin Mary, and the hymn makes reference to the Old Test-
ament prophecies of Isaiah, which in Christian interpretation foretell the Incarnation of 
Christ!  “Incarnation” seems to be the word of the day.   
 

Carol                              Lo, How a Rose ‘ere Blooming                     lyrics within video 
Join our pick-up CCC Choir members who sang hymn after hymn for us to enjoy all Advent and 
Christmas season long.  Thanks too to Janet Herman who accompanied them! 

 
Call to Offering  
Let us now consider how and why we offer our gifts to God: 

In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us. 
So we bring forth our offerings – our tithes, our treasures –   
to demonstrate our faithfulness to God. 
 

Offertory                                “What Child Is This”          CCC’s 2 Octave Bell Choir  
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 O Faithful One, 
        accept these gifts of our hearts and hands. 
        May they be multiplied and magnified 
         as the living presence of Christ in the world. Amen.  
 
         

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 
Blessing the Bread, the Cup 

Elder 1:  Matthew Peck 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
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Elder 2:  Beth Fukerson 
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT.   
 

Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is 
not limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  
Our tongues have tasted the good news and our ears have heard the cries of a newborn 
reminding us once again how you broke into our world, O God. We are grateful.  Amen 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World    
God we pray for all who are suffering because of COVID 19 – and all who are called 
to the front lines to keep the rest of us safe and healthy. For all health and human 
service providers, for emergency responders, for educators and all school 
personnel, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers everywhere: 
God in your GRACE:  Hear our Prayer. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear 
our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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GOING FORTH  
Closing Music for Listening             “Jingle Bells”                 CCC’s 3 Octave Bell Choir  
      

Blessing by Rev. Gord             

As we go, may God go with us, 
challenging us to respond to God's Call in ways that are new, 
unexpected and a little unsettling.  
And as Tiny Tim said so very well... 
God Bless Us Every One. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time  
 

Elders for the month of December – Beth Fulkerson and Matthew Peck 
 
 

 
                Two Octave Handbell Choir Ringers 
  Myra Fulkerson, Stephanie Giuseppetti, Janet Herman, 
            Sara Kuehl, Nancy Pollock, Sue Poulton, 
                     Dan Robillard, Janet Romano  
 

               Three Octave Handbell Choir Ringers 
   Ethan Bissinger, Danny Dobbins, Julie Ferreira, Carol Giblin, 
           Jane Greer, Ron Herman, Jen Kann, Jen Michels,  
           Jeannie Strong, Ron Strong, Sophie Wanck-Kann 
   

                               Ron Herman, director 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To 
access the recording, visit our website at 
Cccopentoall.org. It will be posted early 
this week. 

 

 

 
 

1. Reaching Out during Christmas and beyond . . .   
Mitten Tree – As has been a beloved tradition at Community Christian Church through the 
years, we are once again collecting mittens to decorate a beautiful tree at church.  But not only 
mittens – hats, scarves and socks (all sizes for all ages) will be greatly appreciated!  Our new 
tree is in the sanctuary and stands 9 feet tall!  That way, all of our beautiful warm clothing can 
adorn the tree. If you stop by on Wednesdays between 5:30 and 7:30 PM, the church will be 
open as bell choirs will be practicing.  

 

The donations will go to the Coldwater Open Door Shelter.  The hats, mittens, scarves, and 
socks that we collect will be supporting Open Door Mission’s Women and Children’s Resi-
dential Program, which is located in Chili on Coldwater Road. This Women and Children’s 
Residential Program is a person-centered Christian program designed to address individual 
crisis situations through strengthening families. It offers a safe, comprehensive and digni-
fied environment. This program helps women develop a plan for sustainable living which 
may include medical, vocational, and academic assessments as well as training in parenting, 
nutrition, job readiness, money management and selfcare.  
 

Any items that aren’t used by the residents at the Coldwater program will be shared with 
the downtown shelter and distributed to clients there. 

 

2. Offering Envelopes for 2021 
Offering envelopes for 2021 are in the atrium at church.  If you are at church for some reason, 
please stop by the atrium and pick up your envelopes.  If you do not have that opportunity, they 
will be there when we start back to church in person later next year (whenever that is). Pat Cannon 
has envelopes ready for most of the congregation.  If there is not a box of envelopes ready for you 
and you would like one, just let Pat know and he will get it for you.  We have plenty.  Using 
envelopes does make it easier for the recording of your contributions each week.  Pat Cannon, our 
Financial Secretary can be reached at finsecty.ccc@gmail.com or (585) 738-7835   (text). Thanks! 
 

3. Red Cross Blood Drives  
A. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. For further information or to volunteer, contact 

Shawna Lusk. 
B. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined. 
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4.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Note:  The Installation of Church Officers will be held Sunday, January 24th during 
worship. 
 

5. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries This Week    
 December 27 Evan Dobbins     
 December 28 Ben Gibson, Sr. 
 December 29 David Dobbins   Ron & Connie Bottoni, anniversary 
 December 30 Leslie Apetz    Jim Hathaway & Nancy Pollock, ann. 
 January 1 Feng Shi 
   Pat Holler 
 January 2 Brayden Calabro 
  
     

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

On Sunday, January 10, 2021 directly following our ZOOM worship we will hold our  
ZOOM Annual Congregational Meeting. 

This is a very important gathering in the life of our church.  The proposed 2021 slate of 
officers and the proposed budget for 2021 will be presented for congregational approval.  
We need your presence and input.  Please attend and participate! 


