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Fourth Sunday of Advent – Love!
GATHERING

Words of Welcome
There will be no sermon this week; instead we will be inspired by cherished memories
shared by a select group of Community Christian Church members. The order of service
will be unique this week as we will hear those memories and song at the tail end of worship today.
As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements followed by our Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude

“The First Nowell”

The Advent Candle of Love

James Leavitt
read by Judi Tellier

O Holy One, we light this fourth candle,
and marvel at your desire to be one with us.
Let its flame summon hearts grown cold
Into the warmth of a people living in
The Light of Love.
Fill our lives with Love,
making room there for friends and strangers,
all who desire to know you, God with us,
as we work for justice and peace in the service of Hope.
God be with us in this Light of Love.

Our Advent Hymn

When God is a Child

lyrics within video

(verse 4)
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An Advent Call to Worship
One:

Sing out, my soul!
Sing of the holiness of God:
Many: Who has delighted in humanity;
lifted up the poor,
satisfied the hungry,
given voice to the silent,
and grounded the oppressor.
One: God has blessed the full-bellied with emptiness,
and given the gift of tears to those who have never wept;
Many: God has desired the darkness of the womb,
and inhabited our flesh-One: Sing of the longing of God:
Many: Sing out, my soul!

Opening Song

Joy to the World

lyrics within video

Sharing with Children
Donkey Daniel will introduce today’s time with children. This is an opportunity for all of us to
see our children’s smiling faces and the Christmas ornaments they created!
Prayer: The time of gift giving and receiving is here with Christmas. Thank you for all that we
have. Thank you most of all for sending your son Jesus to live with us and teach us how to
care for one another. We love you. Amen.

Anthem

“Let Heaven and Nature Sing”

The CCC Choir

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Beth Fulkerson

This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen.
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table.
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together
this meal of hope and grace and presence.
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Elder 2: Matthew Peck
As the Body of Christ,
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus.
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it
and gave it to his disciples saying:
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks,
gave it to his disciples and said:
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is
not limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.
Our tongues have tasted the good news and our ears have heard the cries of a newborn
reminding us once again during this season of Advent how you broke into our world, O
God. We are grateful. Amen.

An Advent Hymn

All Earth is Waiting

lyrics within video

(verses 1 & 2)

Prayers for Our Community and the World
An Advent Prayer – A video gift from UCC friends offering us an Advent prayer for love.
God we pray for all who are suffering because of COVID 19 – and all who are called to the front
lines to keep the rest of us safe and healthy. For all health and human service providers, for
emergency responders, for educators and all school personnel, for law enforcement personnel
and for essential workers everywhere: God in your GRACE: Hear our Prayer.

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear
our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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An Advent Hymn

All Earth is Waiting

lyrics within video

(verses 3 & 4)

Call to Offering

In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us.
So we bring forth our offerings – our tithes, our treasures –
to demonstrate our faithfulness to God.

Offertory

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
Violet Wanck-Kann, violin

Prayer of Dedication
O Faithful One,
accept these gifts of our hearts and hands.
May they be multiplied and magnified
as the living presence of Christ in the world. Amen.

Christmas Play written by Ron Herman
Cast.

Ron Herman
Sandy Hubbell
Elaine Page
Special Music

Steven Price
Kim Robillard
Bharat Thazhathu

“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas”
Ron Herman, Soloist; Janet Herman, Piano

Thankfulness Shared

Sandy Hubbell and Ron Herman
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GOING FORTH
Blessing

Let us go forth
without fear,
creating in our lives a space for
the One who longs to dwell with us,
to share our lives,
and bless our world,
and lead us into the Kin-dom of Justice and Peace. Amen

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time
Elders for the month of December – Beth Fulkerson and Matthew Peck

¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor

Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator

Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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We’re GLAD You’re Here!
at
Community Christian Church

Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccopentoall.org. It
should be posted early this week.

1. Attention Church Officers – The 2020 written reports for the Annual Meeting must be
submitted to the church office no later than TODAY, December 20 to be included in the Annual
Meeting Booklet. Reports should be emailed to Sandy at Turkielegs@aol.com or hard copies may
be dropped off in the office in the wooden mail slot marked “Annual Reports.” If you would like a
copy of last year’s report dealing with your ministry, let Sandy know. Thanks!

Note: The Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, January 10, 2021.

2. Reaching Out during this season of Advent and beyond . . .
A. Mitten Tree – As has been a beloved tradition at Community Christian Church through the

years, we are once again collecting mittens to decorate a beautiful tree at church. But not
only mittens – hats, scarves and socks (all sizes for all ages) will be greatly appreciated! Our
new tree is in the sanctuary and stands 9 feet tall! That way, all of our beautiful warm clothing can adorn the tree. If you stop by on Wednesdays between 5:30 and 7:30 PM, the church
will be open as bell choirs will be practicing.
The donations will go to the Coldwater Open Door Shelter. The hats, mittens, scarves, and
socks that we collect will be supporting Open Door Mission’s Women and Children’s Residential Program, which is located in Chili on Coldwater Road. This Women and Children’s
Residential Program is a person-centered Christian program designed to address individual
crisis situations through strengthening families. It offers a safe, comprehensive and dignified environment. This program helps women develop a plan for sustainable living which
may include medical, vocational, and academic assessments as well as training in parenting, nutrition, job readiness, money management and selfcare.
Any items that aren’t used by the residents at the Coldwater program will be shared with
the downtown shelter and distributed to clients there.

B. Christmas Special Offering – The Christmas Offering supports regional ministries. In 32
regions across the United States and Canada, ministers are nurtured and congregations are
provided opportunities for work and worship. Often recognized for the ministries of camps and
conferences, regions also play a critical role in the preparation and authorization of ministerial
ordination. Both are key to church leadership and development. Regions partner with
congregations to support the work required to call a new minister.
(continued on page 8)

7

We believe the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) needs a strong witness
and presence in a place like the Northeast. From big, bustling New York City
to rural areas in upstate New York, from New Jersey to Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Maine, we are the church of Jesus Christ.
The Gospel calls us to believe in a deeper Hope that moves beyond the
“wrappings” of Christmas around us. We proclaim a Hope that brings Good
News, Joy, and Compassion for ALL of God’s people.
Please join with others in the Northeastern Region as we support the special
Christmas offering on December 13th and 20th. A large percentage of the
offering will come back to our region for our new beginning. Donations may
be made by writing a check to the church clearly marked “Christmas Offering”
and mailing it to the church.

Minute for Mission … Christmas offering provides support
for congregations to rejoice
Life does not always play out like we imagined. This is true for us individually and true for our churches. You plan
for things to be a certain way but then “life happens.” Through the Christmas offering resources are provided
that assist the Christian Church to be ready to respond when a congregation needs assistance. And find a way to
rejoice in all things.
The help comes, most often, “in the flesh.” The Christmas offering, received this month and taken in most
congregations on Sundays December 13 and 20, undergird the salaries of Regional staff members whose focus is
on the care and support of congregations and clergy. Your congregation has a team of persons behind you. And
your congregation has a network of churches across the Northeastern Area supporting you.
For congregations to flourish in this time often takes new imagination. Regional staff seek to share ideas and
best practices and to form connections with ministers and churches who may not know one another well. But
more than that your Regional staff seeks to give congregations the courage to dream, to believe, and to hope
when circumstances have changed, and even in a time like this to rejoice.
You are encouraged to contribute to the Christmas offering. It is an investment in your church and the support
your church receives in all its times. Thank you for your partnership.

3. Red Cross Blood Drives

A. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. For further information or to volunteer, contact
Shawna Lusk.
B. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined.

4. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week
December 22
December 25

Ron Strong, Ben Gibson, Jr.
Lee Staley, Amy Benjamin
Keith Benjamin

Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 PM
Music and scripture combine to tell the magnificent story of the birth
of the Christ child. Join us as we virtually light candles and share
communion together on this most holy of nights!
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