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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

November 29, 2020 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Edward Schell   Guest Organist 
Mr. Ron Strong Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell Technical Support 
 

 First Sunday of Advent – Hope  
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome   

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/AAAAElizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks to Beth 

for reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.   
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                               “Come Now, Redeemer of Our Race”          Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

The Advent Candle of Hope read by Julie & Keith Benjamin 
 O Holy One, we light this first candle 
 In the midst of a difficult year; 
 Let its light burn through these remaining weeks of 2020 and serve as a beacon,  
 as a light of Hope. 
 Let it guide us all to your presence in our midst, 
 Leading us to your Justice and Joy in the service of Peace.                  

 God be with us all in this Light of Hope. 

Our Advent Hymn                   When God is a Child                       lyrics within video 
(verse 1) 

An Advent Call to Worship                                        ~ written by Cheryl Lawrie  
 One: It doesn’t matter whether or not you have faith; 
  whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 
 Many: hope-filled or hope-less: 
 One: what matters to God is simply this;  
 Many: you are here. 
 

 One: The season of Advent begins today. 
 Many: Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
 One: in the most ordinary parts of our world and in our very lives 
 Many: then we need to prepare for it.                  (continued) 
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 One: We need to make space in our lives 
  where love might be born. 
 

 Many: Welcome to this tiny corner of the world. 
 One: Together, let us practice over and over again 
 Many: for hope, peace, joy and love to come into our midst.  
 

Opening Song                                   Emmanuel                                lyrics within video 
 

Sharing with Children                   “Donkey Daniel”  as read by Connie Bottoni 
Today we will meet a new friend whose name is Donkey Daniel!  Donkey Daniel played a very 
important role in the Christmas story, but it might take two more children’s stories for us to 
find out exactly what role he played!  Let’s listen to Miss Connie read to us this morning. 
                   

 Prayer:  God, like Donkey Daniel we all have gifts – his was a strong back for carrying things and 
 people.  Help us look for and find our own gifts so that we too can help our family, our friends and 
 strangers we will soon meet. Amen 
 

Anthem                                 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”          The Madrigal Singers 
 

ENGAGING 
Introduction to Scripture  

The reading you’re about to hear catches us in an unusual moment in the history of Israel.  
People are returning to Jerusalem after Babylonian exile – and while we think this would be joy 
filled what we discover is that those returning are butting heads with the people who never left.  
It is a difficult time, a time full of conflict; it is into this conflict that we hear from and see vivid 
images of YHWH God as painted by the prophet Isaiah. 

 

Scripture Reading                                   Isaiah 64:1-9                                    Lector: Jim Hathaway 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,	
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence—	
2 [a] as when fire kindles brushwood	and the fire causes water to boil—	
 to make your name known to your adversaries,	
     so that the nations might tremble at your presence!	
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,	
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.	
4 From ages past no one has heard,	no ear has perceived,	
 no eye has seen any God besides you,	who works for those who wait for him.	
5 You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.	
 But you were angry, and we sinned;	because you hid yourself we transgressed.[b]	
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,		
	 and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.	
 We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.	
7 There is no one who calls on your name,	or attempts to take hold of you;	
 for you have hidden your face from us,	
     and have delivered[c] us into the hand of our iniquity.	
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;	we are the clay, and you are our potter;         	
    we are all the work of your hand.          	
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,	
    and do not remember iniquity forever.	
    Now consider, we are all your people. 
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Meditation                                                                               The Reverend Steven Price 

RESPONDING            
Call to Offering  

In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us. 
So we bring forth our offerings – our tithes, our treasures –   
to demonstrate our faithfulness to God. 

Offertory                     Thanksgiving Theme from Charlie Brown        The Piano Guys  
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 O Faithful One, 
        accept these gifts of our hearts and hands. 
        May they be multiplied and magnified 
         as the living presence of Christ in the world. Amen.  
         

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 
Blessing the Bread, the Cup 

Elder 1:  Dan Robillard 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
 
Elder 2:  Connie Bottoni 
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT.   
 
Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not 
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  Our 
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered 
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World   
Our Advent Prayer         

 

As COVID 19 spreads from person to person, from urban to rural, from state to state, 
from nation to nation invisibly, but with alarming speed, we pray for all who are 
suffering – and all who are called to the front lines – a place one never thought a 
teacher or caregiver would find themselves.  O God, for all of those we love who are 
on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way during this global pandemic.  For 
educators and all school personnel, for health and human service providers, for 
emergency responders, for law enforcement personnel and for essential workers 
everywhere: God in your GRACE:  Hear our Prayer. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear 
our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH  
Closing Song                              Christ Be Our Light                       lyrics within video 

Verse 1 
Blessing               ~ by Rev. Susan Blain    

 Send us into the world refreshed in hope, 
 Awake, alert, attuned to your presence 
 ready to join your work of blessing for all. 
 Amen. 

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time  
 

Elders for the month of November – Connie Bottoni and Dan Robillard 
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccopentoall.org.  It 
should be posted early this week. 
 

1. Adult Education Advent Series – Breath and Kindness – Tuesdays or Thursdays  
We’re living in the midst of a global pandemic that has been spread primarily through respiratory 
droplets, through the necessary act of breathing.  We have always talked about being connected; 
being global citizens, but nothing has made us more acutely aware of our connection than possibly 
breathing in air suffused with a virus that can lead to sickness and death.  Breathing has been very 
much on our mind since March, so let’s focus on breath for the next few weeks – but let’s also pay 
attention to the small and large acts of kindness that have helped each one of us through this difficult 
time and that will be essential for the healing of our nation and globe. 
 

Over the next three weeks we’ll consider scripture and very accessible poetry to engage our mind 
and Spirit during the weeks of Advent’s waiting. You can choose either Tuesday mornings at 10:30 or 
Thursday evenings at 6:30, both via ZOOM.  
 

All reading material will be available to anyone who receives our Sunday bulletins, so whether you 
attend a ZOOM gathering or not you can still take a look at and perhaps ponder breathing and 
kindness and healing. (Turn to page 8 for this week’s reading material.) 
 

2. Youth Packing Christmas Baskets (aka boxes) Sunday, December 6 – 2:00 PM 
All the wonderful food donations received by the church during our Thanksgiving collection will now be 
boxed into HOLIDAY BASKETS for SWEM (Southwest Ecumenical Ministries) to distribute to families the 
week before Christmas.  The youth will be sorting and packing the food items next Sunday, December 6th 
at 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  This is not limited to the youth only. If you would like to lend a hand, 
your help would be greatly appreciated.  Questions? Contact Molly McGowan or Dan Robillard. 
 

Christmas Basket Distribution – Many of you have asked about helping with the SWEM food 
Cupboard Christmas Basket distribution. This year the dates are Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, 
December 19th, 20th and 21st. We are gathering a list and trying to schedule volunteers, being mindful of 
social distancing and other best practices, re: COVID-19.  
 

Jody LaRose is handling our volunteer scheduling. If you are able to help we would like you to contact her 
directly at jbowenlarose@gmail.com and she'll connect with you to get you signed up. (She does not text.) 

 

3. Red Cross Blood Drives    
a. Thursday, December 10th from 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM. For further information or to volun-teer 

to help, contact Nancy Pollock. 
b. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. For further information or to volunteer, contact 

Shawna Lusk. 
c. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined. 

 

We’re GLAD You’re Here! 
at 

Community Christian Church 
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4. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays This Week    
 November 29 Patty Herzog   
 December 2 L J McNair      
 December 3 Karen Destino 
 December 5 Ethan Geer  
     

We extend our heart-felt sympathies to the family and friends of Helen Sengle who 
died peacefully at 97 years of age on November 24, 2020. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prepare Ye the Way . . .  for Two Special Services in December 

 Sunday, December 20                Christmas Sunday  
   A special program written by our very own 
   Ron Herman. You won’t want to miss it! 
 Thursday, December 24            Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 PM 
  Music and scripture combine to tell the   
  magnificent story of the birth of the Christ   
  child. 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
 

 
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 
e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   

 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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                            Tuesday                     Thursday 
Week 1 – December 1   or   December 3 
                      10:00 AM                     6:30 PM 
 

Breathing and Kindness  
 

Read Genesis 2:7   …then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living creature. 
 

Think about it:  How does this ancient text “jive” with your understanding of humanity’s relationship 
with God?   If God breathed life into (hu)man, then is God’s breath still within us? Is our breath fused 
with God’s breath – thus Spirit? 
 
 
Small Kindnesses by Danusha Laméris  

I’ve been thinking about the way, when you walk down a crowded aisle,  

people pull in their legs to let you by.  

Or how strangers still say “bless you” when someone sneezes,  

a leftover from the Bubonic plague. “Don’t die,” we are saying.  

And sometimes, when you spill lemons from your grocery bag, someone else will help 
you pick them up.  

Mostly, we don’t want to harm each other.  

We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot, and to say thank you to the person 
handing it. To smile at them and for them to smile back.  

For the waitress to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder, and for 
the driver in the red pickup truck to let us pass.  

We have so little of each other, now.  

So far from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange.  

What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, these fleeting temples we make together 
when we say, “Here, have my seat,”  

“Go ahead — you first,”  

“I like your hat.” 

Assignment:  Notice small acts of kindness and be prepared to share with the group. 
  

(Week 1 continued) 
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Bread 

by Richard Levine  
 

Each night, in a space he’d make 
between waking and purpose, 
my grandfather donned his one 
suit, in our still dark house, and drove 
through Brooklyn’s deserted streets 
following trolley tracks to the bakery. 
 

There he’d change into white 
linen work clothes and cap, 
and in the absence of women, 
his hands were both loving, well 
into dawn and throughout the day— 
kneading, rolling out, shaping 
 

each astonishing moment 
of yeasty predictability 
in that windowless world lit 
by slightly swaying naked bulbs, 
where the shadows staggered, woozy 
with the aromatic warmth of the work. 
 

Then, the suit and drive, again. 
At our table, graced by a loaf 
that steamed when we sliced it, 
softened the butter and leavened 
the very air we’d breathe, 
he’d count us blessed. 
 

Assignment:  Breathe in the image and/or spirit of your parents/grandparents… how 
did they provide for your family?  Were there acts of heroism or simply going about the 
mundane to bring bread and blessing to your table? 
 

 
 
 


