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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

November 22, 2020 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Edward Schell Guest Organist 
Mr. Ron Strong Choir Director 
Mr. Ryan Hubbell Technical Support 

Thanksgiving Sunday! 
 

GATHERING  
Words of Welcome   

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks    

to Beth for reading them. 
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.   
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                  “Now Thank We All Our God”                      Charles Callahan 
  

Call to Worship  
  One:  To the tables in homes and socially distanced church basements  
   that will offer Thanksgiving food and fellowship to family, friends and    

  strangers alike: 
 Many: Come, ye thankful people, come! 
 

 One:  To the kitchens where anxious cooks and caring hands prepare with love, 
 Many: Come, ye thankful people, come! 
 

 One:  To the farms where calloused hands plant and tend,   
 Many:  Come, ye thankful people, come! 
  

 One:  To the rich earth, where roots stretch and seeds grow, 
 Many: Come, ye thankful people, come! 
 

 One:   To this service of worship and praise to the God of all creation, 
 Many: Come, ye thankful people, come! 
   

Opening Song                Come, Ye Thankful People, Come!           lyrics within video 
 

Sharing with Children                “We Are Thankful!”  Our CCC Kids 
Let’s enjoy this video full of images of our children and what they are thankful for! 

Thanks Christian Ed team and Ron Strong! 
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Prayer:  God, we thank you for family, for friends, and for food and water that nourishes us and 
plant life!  We are thankful for good books to ignite our imaginations, for musical instruments from 
which music soars, for leaves to jump in, for toys and lollipops! 
 God, we thank you too for pets who love us like nobody else and for our bodies that are like 
nobody else’s!   
 We are an important part of your Body God, whether we’re 1 year old or 101 years old, we will 
always say to you: THANK YOU!  Amen. 

 

Dedication of A Child 
Logan Isaac Freedman 

Born March 2, 2020 to Andy and Emily Freedman 
Proud sister: Riley and Proud Grandparents: Ron & Jeannie Strong  

 

William James Schunk 
Born March 7, 2020 to Jason and Laura Schunk 

Proud Grandparents: Ron & Jeannie strong  
 

Anthem                                      “Praise to the Lord!”                               The CCC Choir 
 

ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                        1 Corinthians 12:25-31                    Lector: Ethan Bissinger 
 

25-26 The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: 
every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts we 
see and the parts we don’t. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the 
healing. If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. 
 
27-31 You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your 
part of that body does your “part” mean anything. You’re familiar with some of the parts that God has 
formed in his church, which is his “body”: 
        apostles     healers 
        prophets     helpers 
        teachers     organizers 
        miracle workers   those who pray in tongues. 
 
But it’s obvious by now, isn’t it, that Christ’s church is a complete Body and not a gigantic, unidimen-
sional Part? It’s not all Apostle, not all Prophet, not all Miracle Worker, not all Healer, not all Prayer in 
Tongues, not all Interpreter of Tongues. And yet some of you keep competing for so-called “important” 
parts. 
 

But now I want to lay out a far better way for you.  
 
Welcoming New Members!  
Introductions and Sharing 

Ethan Bissinger, Kate Bissinger, Kathleen Giesen, Alex & Sara Kuehl 
Dan & Kimberley Robillard, Janet Romano, Deidre & Lee Staley, Judi Tellier   

 

Brass Introit               “Now Thank We All Our God”                    CCC Brass Choir 
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Questions of New Member Candidates           The Reverend Steven Price 

Dear Friends, I introduce to you the people of Community Christian Church.  
 

Is it your wish to make Community Christian Church - and the people within - your 
community of faith?   
If so, say, “Yes, that is my wish.” 
 “Yes, that is my wish.” 
 

Is this the place and are these the people with whom you will seek to make sense of 
the issues of your life; your dreams, your faith, who you are, what you are to do, and 
who God calls you to be? If so, say, “Yes, that is my wish.” 
 “Yes, that is my wish.” 
 

Is it your wish to make this the place where you continue your journey into greater 
health and wholeness;  
 where you listen to the story of God’s love and relationship with all of creation 
  where you learn about Jesus' walk and grow to love him, 
 where you respond to the presence of the Holy Spirit,  
 where you are called to a life of ministry and justice;  
 and where you are fed at the communion table? 
If so, say "Yes, that is my wish." 
 “Yes, that is my wish.” 

 

Further Inquiries of Our Candidates                                Connie Bottoni, Chairperson of Elders 
 Pastor Steven Price 

Respecting the mystery of our faith, 
revealed in but not confined to the stories found in our scriptures, 
will you strive to walk humbly with God?            I will 

Celebrating the fullness of Jesus' walk and witness  
do you confess to a relationship with God and Jesus Christ?            I do 

Believing Jesus about God and trusting his example,  
will you accept the cost and joy of following him?  I will, with God’s help. 

Honoring the mystery of the Holy Spirit,  
will you live the questions of our faith, 
open to the continuing revelation of our still speaking God?          I will 

Discerning strength in vulnerability, 
do you acknowledge your interdependence  
and mutual accountability with all of creation?           I do 

Claiming God's grace abundant in our common life,  
will you covenant together to cherish inquiry,  
embrace diversity, and honor vulnerability?           I will 
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Affirmation of Faith (Unison) 

I believe in God the Source and the fountain of life.  
I believe that Jesus walked among humanity, died and rose to life anew. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, our Guide and constant Presence. 

Welcome and Reception (Responsive)   
Let us, the members and friends of Community Christian Church express our welcome 
and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 
 

We welcome you with joy  
We promise to work together, 

To strive for peace and justice, 
To protect and restore all of God’s creation, 
And to bring hope to the most vulnerable. 
Amen. 
 

Musical Interlude            Thanksgiving Theme from Charlie Brown                  The Piano Guys 
 

RESPONDING            
Dedication of our Offering  

Holy God, while there are no offering plates to pass, there are still needs to be met 
here and in our community. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to support the work and ministry you have 
called us to in Chili.   

May we be good and faithful stewards as we proclaim in our hearts: 

What we have received from you, O God 
we now offer back to you:  
Our treasure, our time, and our lives.  
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 
Blessing the Bread, the Cup 

Elder 1:  Connie Bottoni 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
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Elder 2:  Dan Robillard 
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT.   
 
Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not 
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  Our 
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered 
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost.  Amen. 

 
 
Prayers for Our Community and the World   

         

For all of those we love who are on the front lines and potentially in harm’s way 
during this global pandemic.  For educators and all school personnel, for health 
and human service providers, for emergency responders, for law enforcement 
personnel and for essential workers everywhere: God in your GRACE:  Hear our 
Prayer. 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear 
our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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GOING FORTH  
Closing Song                       For the Fruit of All Creation                   lyrics within video 

 

Blessing  
As we prepare to leave this virtual space and head into our week,  
help us not become so preoccupied with infection rates and zones coded in yellows and 
reds that we forget to stop and  thank and praise You, O God. 
 

Let us leave this worship experience praising you because we love you and thank you. 
 

Let this postlude serve as our AMEN. 
 

Postlude                              “Praise to the Lord!”                                 The CCC Choir 
 
 
Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time  
 

Elders for the month of November – Connie Bottoni and Dan Robillard;  
                                                                   Christopher Foote, alternate 
 
 
 
                             

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccopentoall.org.  It 
should be posted early this week. 

 

1. Opportunities to Give to those in need during this Season of Thanksgiving  
A. HOLIDAY BASKETS – During the month of November, CCC will collect food for SWEM’s 

holiday baskets that are handed out to clients in December. Please see the list for what is 
being collected below. We can also add holiday touches such as coffee, tea, candies, mints 
or napkins. 
 If you prefer to donate money instead of food, that is also an option. Money will be used 
to buy meat, eggs and butter for the baskets. Please see Pam Bakst if you’d like to donate 
money.  **No toys or perishable items, please. Any questions, ask Pam. 
 

 

Donation Drop-Off Options: 
a. During the bell choir rehearsals on 
Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 PM. Drop off 
your donations in the kitchen and the MOJO 
team will collect them. 
b. The church is open Sunday mornings 
from 9 AM – noon.  Take your donations to 
the sanctuary and place them in front of the 
cornucopia.  
 

Please Note:  Due to COVID-19 safety 
concerns, please consider using 
standard size copy paper boxes with lids 
for each “basket.”  These can be 
wrapped in paper or decorated (no bows 
or fabric please).  
 

Christmas Basket Distribution 
Many of you have asked about helping 
with the SWEM food Cupboard Christmas 
Basket distribution.  

This year the dates are Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, December 19th, 20th and 21st. 
 

We are gathering a list and trying to schedule volunteers, being mindful of social distancing and other 
best practices, re: COVID-19.  
 

Jody LaRose is handling our volunteer scheduling. If you are able to help we would like you to contact 
her directly at jbowenlarose@gmail.com and she'll connect with you to get you signed up. (She does 
not text.) 

We’re GLAD You’re Here! 
at 

Community Christian Church 

             
 1 fruit cocktail or canned fruit 
 2 soups 
 6 pack V-8 Juice or 6 pack 100% fruit juice 
 1 instant mashed potatoes (2-6oz or 1-15oz) 
 1 large or 2 regular canned sweet potato 
 3 canned vegetables (e.g., corn, carrots, beans) 
 1 cranberry sauce 
 1 bag stuffing mix (or boxed – 2-6oz or 1-12oz) 
 1 can gravy 
 1 box gelatin dessert, 
     or cake mix & frosting, 
     or pie crust mix and filling 
 

These meals are designed for a family of 3-4 people. 
 

Food Items Needed 
for each 

Holiday Meal 
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B. Neighbors In Need Special Offering 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive today, Thanksgiving Sunday, November 22nd, 
supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of 
the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and 
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. 

 
Through ucc.org/justice, our 

national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts on a 
broad spectrum of justice issues. 
 

A NIN Story … 
Tiny House aims to provide big solutions for South Carolina LGBTQ community 

When LGBTQ individuals near the campus of Clemson University, in the areas of upstate South Carolina 
unexpectedly find themselves without a home or a place to feel safe, Peace Congregational United 
Church of Christ will be ready to meet them. 
 Congregation members and the Clemson community are working side-by-side in the design and 
construction of a tiny house, a mobile residency for a person in the LGBTQ community who is no longer 
welcome in at home. The $20,000 project is in progress with the help of a $10,000 Grasstop Grant from 
UCC Justice and Witness Ministries and NIN. The first occupant could be ready to find refuge there in 
January. 

Neighbors in Need helps make A Just World for All possible. 
For this to occur, it needs your support. 

Donations may be made by writing a check to the church clearly marked NIN (Neighbors In Need). 
 

2. Red Cross Blood Drives    
a. Thursday, December 10th from 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM. For further information 

or to volunteer to help, contact Nancy Pollock. 
b. Friday, January 15th from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. For further information or to 

volunteer, contact Shawna Lusk. 
c. A Memorial Blood Drive in March 2021 – Date to be determined 

 
 

3. Best Wishes to those Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week    
November 23 Doug & Judy Turk (Anniversary)  
November 28 Nicole Nobrega 
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Kim Robillard 

 

I was 42 when I came to know God. I wasn’t raised in church or with 
any faith and had been muddling along with a mish mash of bits and 
pieces from various religions which all added up to nothing much. 
Between that and a general lack of guidance growing up, I’d muddled 
myself into a pretty dreadful state of being. I didn’t really know much 
about the Bible or God or Jesus beyond what I’d learnt trying to 
explain Veggietales to Emily but I felt very drawn to it and one day in 
desperation I asked God for his help, because I certainly wasn’t having 
any luck trying to run my own life. 

 

Someone I worked with but didn’t really know reached out to me and 
asked if I was interested in going to church with her. Neither of us can 
remember now why she approached me but in retrospect it was one 
of many unlikely events which were God putting people and things in 
the right place for me. The four years I attended this church was a 

good grounding in learning more about God and the Bible but it also coincided with my own personal 
journey examining the gender and orientation with which I was raised and after four years it became 
obvious that the church was no longer a welcoming, or possibly even safe, space for me. By then I had 
met Dan, and we began a search for a new home church. 
 

What brought us to CCC was, very simply, a Google search. The two factors which were most important 
were that it be LGBT+ friendly, and that there was an active children’s ministry. We whittled it down to 
the five most likely candidates. CCC was first on the list, and the first we attended. The first time we 
came to CCC it felt like coming home. Steven greeted us right away and brought us into the fold and 
from day one it just felt right. We only went to one other on our list and it didn’t have the same feel. CCC 
feels like family, it aligns with everything I believe and want to do in Jesus’ name, serving the community, 
feeding the hungry, welcoming the refugee, caring for the sick in body and spirit - CCC represents Jesus’ 
love in all its glory. 
 

I feel my journey with God is constant, everything I do, I do with him in mind because he is always with 
me, he walks where I walk and keeps me on the right track. If I stray, he brings me back and while I have 
no idea why he would choose me of all people to watch over and keep safe all those years when I had 
my back turned to him obviously it was for a reason. He has given me the gift to serve, a church family 
to teach me and remind me why I’m here, and the perfect life partner to serve with. 
 
Dan Robillard 
I was raised Roman Catholic, but grew disillusioned with the church in my teens.  I spent the next several 
years living my life "spiritually, but not religiously."   
 

At age 48 I joined an evangelical Christian church and was saved.  As time went by, I saw many things in 
that church that didn't agree with my idea of following Jesus. 
 

I found CCC 2 years ago, and feel I've found my true home.  I love the people and the opportunities to 
serve here, and hope to continue to grow in my relationship with God here. 
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Kate and Ethan Bissinger – Reason for joining CCC 
About 5 years ago I finally acknowledged to myself that the faith I was practicing, and bringing Ethan up 
in, did not align with the values I hold in my heart or with the experience of faith I wanted us to have.  It 
became painfully clear the day that Ethan vocalized – at the ripe old age of 12 – that he wasn’t even sure 
God existed.   
 

So I became a “seeker,” although not an “unbeliever;” and dragged Ethan along to some worship 
experiences that were VERY different from what we were used to.  Among others we visited a Free 
Methodist service and worshipped silently with the Rochester Society of Friends for a while.  None of it 
felt quite right.  Then about a year and a half ago I discovered Community Christian Church after, I’m 
embarrassed to say, Googling “LGBT friendly churches.” 
 

Ethan and I felt at home immediately in this community and have finally found alignment with the open, 
welcoming, affirming messages being shared here.  Since we started coming here, I feel closer to God 
than I ever have, and I know Ethan feels the same. 
 
 
Judi Tellier 
I was raised as a Catholic but never felt at home in the faith. I was divorced with a young son I wanted 
to expose to some religious classes in the Catholic faith since it was what was practiced by both families.  
After being told it wouldn’t help since I wouldn’t provide a good example. I stopped being involved with 
any religious organizations.  

 I have always considered myself a spiritual person and explored a few different religions along the way. 
Luckily for me Fred Brown and I got into a conversation one evening and he told me about CCC and how 
open and welcoming and involved with the community CCC was.  Fred invited me to the Christmas eve 
service 2 years ago next month and you could feel the welcome. I continued to come to services and 
found a congregation that was open and welcoming and truly cared about people. I have learned a new 
way to pray with God that is not just reciting words, have come to cherish hymns I had never heard 
before and find a congregation that truly cares.  I have met people that live and not just speak about 
caring and helping people. 

Over the past 2 years I have joined in celebrations, outreach groups and felt it has helped me grow as a 
caring person. One of my favorite activities is Abundant Blessings and I wish for a return sooner rather 
than later.  I have met many wonderful people there, helpers and more importantly the folks going 
through the line. The interaction with them has enriched me in so many ways plus exchanging cooking 
tips! Always nice to get a smile and hello from a friendly face. 

I have met many wonderful people at CCC that are open and willing to share conversations and posts 
that have given me peace and joy especially this past year.  There are opportunities to explore and grow 
spiritually and personally. I am glad even at this stage of life I have been able to find a church that gives 
me a purpose, peace and love.  
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WHY I AM JOINING CCC – Janet Romano 
In August of 2018, I decided to follow the advice of several HV neighbors and join them at the little 
Community Christian Church on Chili Ave. At a holiday party the previous December, I had listened to 
Norma Polizzi as she told Fred Brown & Don Lyke how much she loved her church. So I looked CCC up on 
the internet, and discovered, to my surprise, that the mindset of this congregation was in sync with my 
own (Liberal) beliefs! As I read about your hands-on practice of feeding the poor (Abundant Blessings) I 
was excited to know more! And then Fred & Don began coming to CCC and inviting me often! 

As Liberal thinkers, my husband and I had felt like outsiders in our previous (evangelical) church. So I 
decided to give CCC a try! At first, the services seemed a little more formal than I’d been searching for. 
But as I listened, I realized this congregation believed the same things that I do… that ALL people are 
equally loved by our Creator, despite our many differences… That we could be old, young, black, white, 
LBGTQ, an immigrant, etc… and could find acceptance and open arms here. After a few months, I felt 
very comfortable… at home at CCC.  

Then my world changed forever: I lost my precious husband that Oct. Then 5 months later, I moved my 
mother into an assisted living facility, but within 3 weeks she went into hospice and passed away too! I 
went on to clean out & sell her house. Through that time, my friends & neighbors from CCC held my 
hand, and I felt their prayers. 2019 was a blur of sadness, but I learned that to survive, I had to learn to 
really TRUST: in God…  

2020 came in with such promise! Then COVID 19 changed our lives again! Isolation! Mandates came 
from NYS regarding the way I could work! New changes came every day! To keep from going mad, I 
decided to write a lengthy prayer list, and spend more time with scripture reading, and communication 
with God. Each week I added people to my list. As time went on, several more of those friends and family 
members passed away! 2020 was not the great year I’d expected… (I had lost 10 more beloved people!)  
Again, through all of the sorrow and pain, the people of Community Christian Church reached out with 
love and support, cards & phone calls.  

I sincerely hope in joining this Community Christian Church family, I can give back even more kindness 
than I have received!  

You can be sure, as we connect, you are on my growing prayer list! 

 

Heroes from Kathleen Giesen 
 

Have you ever really thought about the heroes we have in the world?   
They come in all shapes, sizes and colors.   
They are everywhere.   
They are teachers, farmers, medical teams, firefighters, police officers,  
even a neighbor,  
and there are so many more. 
But there is one hero who stands out the most, and that is Jesus. 
Why? You ask.   
Because He rose,  
He gave His life for ours.  Amen. 
 
 


