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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 
 

September 6, 2020 10:30 AM  
 
The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
The Reverend Diane Ellis Today’s Guest Preacher 
Mr. Edward Schell Guest Organist 
  

Labor Day Weekend 
 

GATHERING  
Words of Welcome   

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1.  For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2.  Prayer requests – type into the chat function – Our thanks to Beth Fulkerson for 

 reading them. 
3.  After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.   
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude. 

 

Prelude                                 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”              Charles Callahan 
 

Call to Worship   based on Psalm 27                      

 One: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
 Many: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;  
  though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident.  
 One: One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:  
  to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
  to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.  
 Many: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;  
  he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;  
  he will set me high on a rock.  
 One: Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me,  
  and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;  
  I will sing and make melody to the LORD.  
 Many: Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!  
  “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek.  
 One: I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  
 Many: Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage;  
  wait for the LORD!  
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Opening Song                             On Eagle’s Wings lyrics within video  

Verses 1 and 2 
 

This	is	one	of	my	favorite	songs	because	it	makes	my	spirit	soar	to	imagine	being	lifted	up	
	and	held	close	by	God.	Please	sing	along	after	you	mute	yourself.	Thanks.	

  
 

Sharing With Children     “God is Bigger Than the Boogie Man!”  
I	got	this	book	for	my	granddaughter	Evie,	who	was	baptized	as	a	baby	right	in	our	church.		

We	had	a	lot	of	fun	reading	it	and	singing	to	it.	Of	course,	Evie	decided	it	would	be	really	annoying	
	to	play	and	sing	the	chorus	over	and	over	and	over	again	and	so	she	did!		

Kids,	you	got	to	love	them,	right?	
 

Special Music   “Beautiful Life” 
Violin Solo by Violet Wanck-Kann 

 

It is wonderful to have such talent in our church family and to be able to encourage it as a church. 
Thanks for sharing, Violet! 

 

ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                              Lector:  Connie Bottoni 

We have two scripture readings today because I really wanted us to hear the Word of God  
tell us not to be afraid and that we are, indeed, the light of the world. 

 

Psalm 9:1-7, 9-11 
1You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 2will 

say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”  
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; 4he will 

cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield 
and buckler. 

5You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, 6or the pestilence 
that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday.  

7A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near 
you. 9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, 10no evil 
shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 11For he will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you in all your ways. 

 

Matthew 5:14-16 
14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

Meditation            “Do Not Be Afraid:  You are the Light of the World”                 Diane Ellis             	
 

RESPONDING            
Song of Preparation                      “Abide With Me”  as sung by Eclipse 6 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for communion while listening to this 
 beautiful acapella arrangement of “Abide With Me.” 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
Elder 1:  Connie Bottoni 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
 

Elder 2:   Dee Staley 
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT.   
 

Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not 
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  Our 
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered 
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost.  Amen. 

 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World           
Let us pray together as one body.  Blessings, love, comfort, reaching out, ever present, 
world leaders, no fear.  And now we give thanks . . .    

For healthcare providers we love:  
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks, Cindy Cannon, 
Christopher Foote, Emily Strong Freedman, Beth Gobeli, Julia Hickman-Himes, Kathleen 
Iannone, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur Marsala, Erin Mast, Wende McNaney, 
Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael Underwood, Gene Ver and 
Amy Wanck.    God in Your GRACE, Hear our prayer. 
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Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function.   After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

 
Invitation and Dedication of our Offering (Unison) 

O Great Giver of all Life, you shower us with blessings every day of our lives, 
sending your love to all your children.  
Forgive us when we fail to notice your love in the air, the trees, the flowers,  
the faces of loved ones.  
Let us live out our Divine Image as we bless the world with our gifts of love and 
generosity today. Amen. 
 

If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new Tithe.ly 
giving “app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you. 
 

GOING FORTH  
Closing Song                                   Be Not Afraid lyrics within video  

Verses 1 and 2 
This song is hard to sing as it brings out our tears. We need this reminder, especially during our current 

times, when there seems to be so much to be afraid of. Please sing along with Cat Jahnke. 
  

Blessing                          
The light of God surrounds us; The love of God enfolds us; 
The power of God protects us; The presence of God watches over us; 
Wherever we are, God is and all is well. 
Let us go out into the world now and spread the good news of God’s love for us all. 
Amen. 

	
 

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time  
 

Elders for the month of September – Connie Bottoni and Dee Staley 
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccooentoall.org.  It 
should be posted early this week. 

 
 

1. Welcome Our Guest Organist – We are pleased to welcome Mr. Edward Schell as our guest 
organist. He will provide preludes recorded for our church services played on the 
organ in our sanctuary.   
	
Be sure to join us on Celebration Sunday, September 13th when we’ll have an 
opportunity to meet Ed personally via our ZOOM worship service. 
  

 

2. Empowering Survivors – While staying home is critical to combatting the spread of COVID-19, 
unfortunately, not everyone in our community is truly safe in their home. Willow Domestic Violence 
Center has reported a 40-percent increase in calls to its domestic violence hotline over the past two 
months. This is a stark reminder that domestic violence continues to plague our community and that we 
must do more to protect and empower survivors. 

        If you or someone you know needs help, please reach out. The resources below are available 24/7.    
Domestic abuse hotline:  585-222-7233 
Domestic abuse textline: 585-348-7233 

 

(Many thanks to Carolyn Inglis for bringing this to our attention.) 
 

3. Celebration Sunday! 
The organ will play!  The choir will sing!  The kids will gather!  We look forward to seeing your 
face – and because we’re worshipping virtually, it doesn’t matter what you wear!  See you online 
at 10:30 AM on September 13th!  (See special note from Pastor Steven on page 7.) 
 

4. Celebrating Birthdays this week: 
  September 6  Wanda Wakefield 
  September 7  Kara Langdon, Gail Tregea 
  September 10  Alex Kuehl 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
               

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
     Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or    
     RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

     Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
     Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you   
     need immediate assistance, call her at 617-4009 and leave a  
     message. 

News You Can Use 
at 

Community Christian Church 
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Celebration Sunday! 

 
 
Our tradition of welcoming in the new church year will 
continue in 2020!   The theme for this church year is 
“Join in the Divine Dance!”  Sound familiar?  Yes, it is 
the same theme as last year.  Why? Because we 
thought we would integrate sabbatical activities into 
our worshipping lives throughout 2021.  Guess when 
we made this decision? In early March 2020 before I 
started packing up for sabbatical… and then a global 
pandemic visited our planet. 
 

Yes, COVID 19 has reared its ugly head, but we are not 
defeated.  Let us with reverence for life and grateful 
hearts enter anew this dance called “life.” Let us lift 
our hands in praise because God is with us always! Let 
us bow to our friends instead of hugging, then bow to 
strangers respectfully wearing face-masks.  Let’s take 
two steps back to maintain social distancing, and two 

steps forward in support of Black Lives.  Then let’s twirl!! Twirl with joy because we dance not alone, but 
with God, with Jesus the Christ, with the Holy Spirit AND with one another.  
  

No, this isn’t how we imagined celebrating this year’s church theme, but let’s virtually take the hand of 
the one alongside you and “Join in the Divine Dance.” 
 

God’s Peace, 
Pastor Steven 
 
Question:  When will Community Christian return to in-person worship?   
Answer:       Our leadership team, composed of past and present Board chairs and I, are watching in-
 fection rates and observing how schools and colleges manage re-entry into October.  We 
 have a team drafting guidelines for re-opening and what worship will look like. We are 
 also working out how to maintain on-line worship alongside in person worship.  Thank 
 you for your patience and entrusting us with the safety of our community.   
 Pastor Steven 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor   (585) 733-7121  
 

September 13, 2020 ~ 10:30 AM 
on ZOOM 


