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Celebration Sunday!
GATHERING

Words of Welcome

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function/Elizabeth Fulkerson – Our thanks
to Beth for reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.
4. Now take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s Prelude.

Prelude
Call to Worship

“A Festive Trumpet Tune”
“Blessing for the Still Empty Pews”

Gilbert M. Martin
by Matt Laney

The front row used to get teased by the other rows:
“No one sits there!” But no more.
Never have they all felt so neglected, so lonely.
Now there is only the occasional spider, But,
Spiders don’t sit, linger, listen and lounge.
Spiders don’t have children who kick and fidget.
Spiders don’t make seats creak with delight.
Their hearts aren’t quickened by meeting the Great Carpenter.
Blessed are the church pews, chairs, and benches
Welcoming butts, backs, & thighs of every shape and size
Without judgment, without complaint, without any preferences
Yet still beaming to be claimed as someone’s favorite spot!
Blessed are all these mercy seats that wait for us,
but not alone.
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Opening Song

Gather Us In

lyrics within video

This is Pastor Steven’s favorite hymn and it is one we have sung more than any other since 2014!
Never before though have we felt the power of these words tucked into a distant verse seemingly
written for a time when we would worship NOT in these pews, but outside our sanctuary walls:
“Gather us in… not just in buildings small and confining,
not just in heaven light years away… now is the present, now is the day!”

Sharing with Children

Anna Greer is presented with her Bible.
Cindy Cannon reads an Exodus story to us from Tiny Truths!

Anthem

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

CCC Choir

ENGAGING

Introduction to Today’s Meditation
Some of you may remember the story of Joseph and his brothers and how they got to Egypt –
some claim it was because of Joseph’s “princess dress.” Joseph and his brothers made Egypt
their home and had many offspring over generations… so many that the new King of Egypt
worried about their increasing number. He was fearful that they would outnumber the
Egyptians and take over. Operating in fear, he created executive orders that would make life
for the Hebrew people excruciatingly hard. Today’s account is just one in a long series of
hardships imposed by the King.

Scripture Reading

Lector: Julia Hickman-Himes

Exodus 1:1-4, 8a, 15-22

1These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household:
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Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt. 15 The king said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’ 17But the midwives feared God; they did
not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned
the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?’ 19The midwives
said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous
and give birth before the midwife comes to them.’ 20So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people
multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews* you shall
throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’

Meditation

RESPONDING

Invitation and Dedication of our Offering
Offertory
“I Surrender All”
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Prayer
What we have received from you, O God
we now offer back to you:
Our treasure, our time, and our lives.
Amen.
If you are able to give financial resources to support the work and ministry of Community Christian
Church, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our Tithe.ly giving “app,” or sending checks
through your bank. Thank you.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Dee Staley
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen.
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table.
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together
this meal of hope and grace and presence.

Elder 2: Connie Bottoni
As the Body of Christ,
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus.
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it
and gave it to his disciples saying:
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks,
gave it to his disciples and said:
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies. Our
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost. Amen.
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Prayers for Our Community and the World
For healthcare providers we love:
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks, Cindy Cannon,
Christopher Foote, Emily Strong Freedman, Beth Gobeli, Julia Hickman-Himes, Kathleen
Iannone, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur Marsala, Erin Mast, Wende McNaney,
Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael Underwood, Gene Ver and
Amy Wanck. God in Your GRACE, Hear our prayer.

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Closing Song

Blest Be the Tie that Binds

lyrics within video

We will sing this hymn for the rest of September for the purpose of solace and celebration.
While we cannot be physically together bringing in the new church year, which pains us,
our hearts are joined in love, a love we know because of God.

Blessing

Blessed are these church pews, empty for now.
Blessed are these hymnals, waiting to be open and sung!
Blessed are we, Body of Christ, who carry God’s love beyond bricks and mortar and
into a world longing for a Divine Dance.
Amen.

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time followed by our September Board Meeting.
Elders for the month of September – Connie Bottoni and Dee Staley

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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We’re GLAD You’re Here!
at
Community Christian Church

Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccooentoall.org. It
should be posted early this week.

1. General Board Meeting – Directly following our short virtual coffee hour we will hold our
September Board Meeting. All church officers are encouraged to stay and participate. ALL
members and friends are invited to attend as well.

2. Welcome Our Guest Organist – We are pleased to welcome Mr. Edward Schell as our guest

organist. He will provide preludes recorded for our church services played on the
organ in our sanctuary.
Today we’re thrilled to have had an opportunity to meet Ed personally thanks to
our ZOOM worship service.

3. Empowering Survivors –

While staying home is critical to combatting the spread of COVID-19,
unfortunately, not everyone in our community is truly safe in their home. Willow Domestic Violence
Center has reported a 40-percent increase in calls to its domestic violence hotline over the past two
months. This is a stark reminder that domestic violence continues to plague our community and that we
must do more to protect and empower survivors.
If you or someone you know needs help, please reach out. The resources below are available 24/7.

Domestic abuse hotline: 585-222-7233
Domestic abuse textline: 585-348-7233
(Many thanks to Carolyn Inglis for bringing this to our attention.)

4. In-Person Worship?

Our leadership team, composed of past and present Board chairs and I, are watching infection
rates and observing how schools and colleges manage re-entry into October. We have a team
drafting guidelines for re-opening and what worship will look like. We are also working out how
to maintain online worship alongside in-person worship. Thank you for your patience and
entrusting us with the safety of our community.

5. Birthdays & Anniversaries this week:
September 13
September 15
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 19

Jackie Bettis, Joyce Hunt
Sara Hickman-Himes
Brandon Phillips
Cyril Waugh & Dale (Anniversary)
Cindy Cannon, Jeannie Strong, Abby Greer
Kevin & Beth Fulkerson (Anniversary)
Devin Cannon
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