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Blessing of the Animals Sunday!

GATHERING

Words of Welcome

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function – Our thanks to Beth Fulkerson for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.

Prelude
Call to Worship
L1:
P:
L2:
P:
L1:
P:
L2:
P:
L1:
P:
L2:
P:
L1:
P:
L2:
ALL:

Ms. Janet Herman

“You Are My Hiding Place”
Leader 1 = Joyce Hunt; Leader 2 = Norman Geil; P = People – YOU!

For all dogs and cats, large and small:
Praise the Lord!
For all rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs:
Praise the Lord!
For all goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures:
Praise the Lord!
For all robins, wrens, and singing birds:
Praise the Lord!
For all bats, squirrels, and raccoons:
Praise the Lord!
For all horses, cows, and sheep:
Praise the Lord!
For all lizards, snakes and creeping things:
Praise the Lord!
For every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest:
WE PRAISE THE LORD!

Opening Song

All Creatures of Our God and King

lyrics within video

Verses 1 and 2
Open up your virtual hymnal and together let’s sing with friends from our own church choir
the first two verses of this hymn of praise!
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Blessing of the Animals

Pastor Steven

O GOD, You created them and called them good:
bless again these creatures who come to us
as a blessing fashioned of fur
or feather
or fin,
formed of flesh that breathes with your own breath,
that you have made from sheer delight,
that you have given in dazzling variety.
Bless them who curl themselves around our hearts
who companion us in our labor
and who call us to come and play.
Bless them who will never be entirely tamed
and so remind us that you love what is wild,
that you rejoice in what lives close to the earth,
that your heart beats in the heart of these creatures
you have entrusted to our care.

A Parade of Our Pets Just Blessed

video/music

At the close of the video we will all together say, “Amen.”

ENGAGING

Scripture Reading

Ecclesiastes 3:18-21

Lector: Pam Bakst

18

I also said to myself, “As for humans, God tests them so that they may see that they are like
the animals.
19
Surely the fate of human beings is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both:
As one dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; humans have no advantage over
animals. Everything is meaningless.
20
All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.
21
Who knows if the human spirit rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes down into the
earth?”

Meditation
There is no sermon today per se but short stories, read by friends,
about the blessings that visit us because of animals.
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RESPONDING

Song of Preparation

“We Are Not Alone”

as sung by The Strong Family

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Elaine Page
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen.
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table.
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together
this meal of hope and grace and presence.

Elder 2: Fred Brown
As the Body of Christ,
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus.
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it
and gave it to his disciples saying:
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks,
gave it to his disciples and said:
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies. Our
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost. Amen.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
God, our Creator, help us to love
all creatures as our kin,
all animals as our partners on Earth,
all birds as messengers of praise,
all small beings as expressions of your mysterious design
and all frogs as voices of hope. Amen.
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For healthcare providers we love:
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks, Cindy Cannon,
Christopher Foote, Emily Strong Freedman, Beth Gobeli, Julia Hickman-Himes, Kathleen
Iannone, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur Marsala, Erin Mast, Wende McNaney,
Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael Underwood, Gene Ver and
Amy Wanck. God in Your GRACE, Hear our prayer.

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

In Memoriam
For our pets that have died this year we give God thanks
for the love they shared with us.

Invitation and Dedication of our Offering
What we have received from you, O God,
we now offer back to you:
our treasure, our time, and our lives.
Amen.

If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new Tithe.ly
giving “app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you.

GOING FORTH
Closing Song
Blessing

All Creatures of Our God and King

lyrics within video

Verses 3 and 4

Go home now friends, wagging your tails behind you!
As you go, remember to emulate and reciprocate the joy God so freely shares with us.
If you need an example, look no further than our pets. Amen.

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time
Elders for the month of August – Elaine Page and Fred Brown
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News You Can Use

at
Community Christian Church
Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccooentoall.org. It
should be posted early this week.

1. Fall Schedule – Reminder: Beginning NEXT Sunday, September 6 worship will start at 10:30
AM! Our guest speaker will be Diane Ellis.

2. Welcome Our Guest Organist – We are pleased to announce that Mr. Edward Schell will provide
preludes recorded for our church services played on the organ in our sanctuary. During his thirty-four
years at RIT, he was the university’s Director of Choral Activities and taught courses in music theory and
music history. He was also the Minister of Music at the First Unitarian Church of Rochester. Ed currently
divides his time between Rochester, NY and Pompano Beach, Florida and is a substitute organist for
churches throughout the area.

Mr. Edward Schell – We will enjoy
listening to his preludes beginning on
Sunday, September 6th.

3. Empowering Survivors –

While staying home is critical to combatting the spread of COVID-19,
unfortunately, not everyone in our community is truly safe in their home. Willow Domestic Violence
Center has reported a 40-percent increase in calls to its domestic violence hotline over the past two
months. This is a stark reminder that domestic violence continues to plague our community and that we
must do more to protect and empower survivors.
If you or someone you know needs help, please reach out. The resources below are available 24/7.

Domestic abuse hotline: 585-222-7233
Domestic abuse textline: 585-348-7233
(Many thanks to Carolyn Inglis for bringing this to our attention.)

4. Family Camp Virtual Gathering – Saturday, September 5th – 6:45 PM

Ron Strong has been putting together a special program to share with all our die-hard Family
Campers. If you are interested in joining this ZOOM Family Camp experience, let Patti Ayers
know and she’ll email you the ZOOM link.

5. Celebration Sunday!

The organ will play! The choir will sing! The kids will gather! We look forward to seeing your
face – and because we’re worshipping virtually, it doesn’t matter what you wear! See you online
at 10:30 AM on September 13th! (See special note from Pastor Steven on page 7.)

6. Celebrating Birthdays this week:

August 31
Cameron Underwood
September 4 Diane Giuseppetti
September 5 Marie Gibson
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Celebration Sunday!

September 13, 2020 ~ 10:30 AM
on ZOOM
Our tradition of welcoming in the new church year will
continue in 2020! The theme for this church year is
“Join in the Divine Dance!” Sound familiar? Yes, it is
the same theme as last year. Why? Because we
thought we would integrate sabbatical activities into
our worshipping lives throughout 2021. Guess when
we made this decision? In early March 2020 before I
started packing up for sabbatical… and then a global
pandemic visited our planet.
Yes, COVID 19 has reared its ugly head, but we are not
defeated. Let us with reverence for life and grateful
hearts enter anew this dance called “life.” Let us lift
our hands in praise because God is with us always! Let
us bow to our friends instead of hugging, then bow to
strangers respectfully wearing face-masks. Let’s take
two steps back to maintain social distancing, and two
steps forward in support of Black Lives. Then let’s twirl!! Twirl with joy because we dance not alone, but
with God, with Jesus the Christ, with the Holy Spirit AND with one another.
No, this isn’t how we imagined celebrating this year’s church theme, but let’s virtually take the hand of
the one alongside you and “Join in the Divine Dance.”
God’s Peace,

Pastor Steven
Question:
Answer:

When will Community Christian return to in person worship?
Our leadership team, composed of past and present Board chairs and I, are watching infection rates and observing how schools and colleges manage re-entry into October. We
have a team drafting guidelines for re-opening and what worship will look like. We are
also working out how to maintain on-line worship alongside in person worship. Thank
you for your patience and entrusting us with the safety of our community.

Pastor Steven

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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A Little

Doggie Humor
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