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GATHERING

Words of Welcome

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation:
1. For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage.
2. Prayer requests – type into the chat function – Our thanks to Beth Fulkerson for
reading them.
3. After the Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.

Prelude

“Amazing Grace”

Call to Worship

Ms. Janet Herman

~ written by Tim Graves

One:

Out of a world of cut-throat competition,
of winners-and-losers, and too many left behind
we come together.
Many: The world’s ways are not our ways.
The world’s ways are not Christ’s ways.
One:

Out of a world of hatred, violence,
individualism, and life-taking power
we gather as God’s people.
Many: God’s ways are inclusive, expansive,
and life-giving for all people.
One:
ALL:

Come and worship the One whose love knows no limits!
Swim and splash in the cleansing waters of divine community!
Resurrect your spirits and souls in worship of the One!
Praise be to the Everlasting One!

Opening Song

Oh, Happy Day!

lyrics within video

This song fits so well with our call to worship as we “swim and splash in the cleansing waters of divine
community,” that we had to sing it! I challenge your toes not to tap to this joyful gospel tune that
speaks to Jesus washing away our sins – a theological concept we seldom talk or sing about.

Sharing with Children

Jesus With Us ALL!

A CCC Video Collage

A video collage of a few CCC activities this summer,
reminding us that Jesus is with us all, always.
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Special Music

“Amazing Gace”

Bell Ringer Duet – Ron Herman and Jen Kann; Piano Accompanist – Janet Herman

ENGAGING

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 51:1-8

Lector: Jim Hathaway

Chapters 40-55 in the book of Isaiah are known as “Second Isaiah,” which is where we find
today’s reading. Isaiah is speaking to a people in exile and offering hope and promise of
restoration as God’s people.
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Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you
were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah
who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the
Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her
desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song.
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Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my
justice for a light to the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and
my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes
to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my
deliverance will never be ended. 7 Listen to me, you who know righteousness, you people who have my
teaching in your hearts; do not fear the reproach of others, and do not be dismayed when they revile
you. 8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm will eat them like wool; but my
deliverance will be forever, and my salvation to all generations.

Meditation

The Reverend Steven Price

RESPONDING

Song of Preparation

“If That Isn’t Love”

as sung by The Isaacs
Hear again this old gospel song as sung by The Isaac Family Trio.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice
before the reading of these words of preparation
and institution of the Lord’s Supper.

Blessing the Bread, the Cup
Elder 1: Fred Brown
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen.
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table.
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together
this meal of hope and grace and presence.
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Elder 2: Elaine Page
As the Body of Christ,
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus.
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it
and gave it to his disciples saying:
“Take and eat, all of you: This is my body, surrendered for you.”
The bread of life. TAKE AND EAT.

Elder 1:
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks,
gave it to his disciples and said:
“Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,
my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.
Whenever you do these things, remember me.”
The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Elder 2:
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not
limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies. Our
tongues have tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered
over creation and blew fresh hope on Pentecost. Amen.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
For healthcare providers we love:
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks, Cindy Cannon,
Christopher Foote, Emily Strong Freedman, Beth Gobeli, Julia Hickman-Himes, Kathleen
Iannone, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur Marsala, Erin Mast, Wende McNaney,
Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael Underwood, Gene Ver and
Amy Wanck.

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our
chat function. After request… God in your goodness, grace or mercy… People: Hear our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Invitation and Dedication of our Offering
What we have received from you, O God,
we now offer back to you:
our treasure, our time, and our lives.
Amen.

If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new Tithe.ly
giving “app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you.

GOING FORTH
Closing Song

Freedom is Coming

I’m thinking our Israelite kin could have sung this very song! I found the energy and joy bouncing off
this choir contagious – so I had to share it! The words from this South African freedom chant are not
written on the screen, but if you open your mouth and sing “Freedom is coming” often enough it is
bound to fit in the right place. Note: Watch the choir director’s thumb at the end of this piece.

Blessing

We are the body of Christ.
May our hearts beat with tender mercy,
May our eyes see a world in need,
May our feet bring good news…
Go in peace! And remember that God goes with us. Amen

Announcements
Virtual Fellowship Time directly followed by a brief Board Meeting.
Elders for the month of August – Elaine Page and Fred Brown
¿ OUR CHURCH AT WORK ¿
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor
Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or
RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator
Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you
need immediate assistance, call her at 617-4009 and leave a
message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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News You Can Use

at
Community Christian Church
Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at Cccooentoall.org. It
should be posted early this week.

1. Brief Board Meeting via ZOOM

TODAY, Sunday, August 23 following virtual coffee hour.

2. VIRTUAL ANIMAL BLESSING: August 30 at 10 AM.

Let us officially bless all of those animals we see filling ZOOM screens every Sunday! Make sure your pet
is nearby on Sunday, August 30 to receive a special blessing for their partnership during this pandemic.

3. Fall Schedule – Reminder: Beginning Sunday, September 6 worship will start at 10:30 AM!
4. Welcome Our Guest Organist – During these unique times, we are very pleased to announce that Mr.

Edward Schell will provide preludes recorded for our church services played on the organ in our sanctuary.
Ed holds the rank of Professor Emeritus at Rochester Institute of Technology’s College of Liberal Arts.
During his thirty-four years at RIT, he was the university’s Director of Choral Activities and taught courses
in music theory and music history. Concurrent with his university appointment, he was the Minister of
Music at the First Unitarian Church of Rochester. Ed currently divides his time between Rochester, NY
and Pompano Beach, Florida and is a substitute organist for churches throughout the area.

Mr. Edward Schell – We will enjoy
listening to his preludes beginning on
Sunday, September 6th.

5. Empowering Survivors –

While staying home is critical to combatting the spread of COVID-19,
unfortunately, not everyone in our community is truly safe in their home. Willow Domestic Violence
Center has reported a 40-percent increase in calls to its domestic violence hotline over the past two
months. This is a stark reminder that domestic violence continues to plague our community and that we
must do more to protect and empower survivors.
If you or someone you know needs help, please reach out. The resources below are available 24/7.

Domestic abuse hotline: 585-222-7233
Domestic abuse textline: 585-348-7233
(Many thanks to Carolyn Inglis for bringing this to our attention.)

6. Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries this week:
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 27
August 28

Karen Long
Norman Geil, Kali Gehrke
Delilah Bottoni, Denton Brown
Stephanie Giuseppetti
Ryan Hubbell

Don Lyke & Fred Brown (anniversary)
Renee & Sarah Judkins (anniversary)
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