
 
 
 

                                CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
 

                                                    UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

     

 
 

July 12, 2020  

  

         2647 CHILI AVENUE                                                ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14624                                                     585.247.2494 
 
 



 2 

 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

July 12, 2020 10:00 AM  
 
The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 

 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

GATHERING  
Words of Welcome   

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1.  For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2.  Prayer requests – type into the chat function – Our thanks to Dee Staley for 

 reading them. 
3.  After Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.   
4.  Look at Bulletin – It’s NEWS you can USE! 

 

Prelude                                   “For the Beauty of the Earth”            Dr. Meng Zhou 
 

Call to Worship 
 

 One: God visits the earth and waters it 
 Many: greatly enriching the earth. 

 One: God waters the earth, softening it with showers, 
 Many:  and blessing the earth. 

  One: Along with the hills, the meadows, and the valleys, 
 Many: let us shout and sing together for joy!  

 One: Loving God, you created life in us and all around us. 
  Open us to receive your gifts of your world and your word 
  that we may be not just hearers of the word, but doers also.  Amen. 

Opening Song               I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing   lyrics within video   
We sang this together about 5 years ago, the words fit with the call to worship based on Psalm 65. 

I thought it was time to bring it out again – enjoy singing along! 
 

Sharing with Children                    “Flat Jesus”  The Children of CCC    
  

Anthem                                        “Seasons of Love”      
The special music includes singing by the Dobbins kids. 
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ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                    Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23         Lector:  Pam Bakst 

The main character in today’s parable, today’s short story with big meaning, is the sower.  
The sower scatters seed carelessly, recklessly…  seemingly wasting much of the seed 

on the ground that holds little promise for a fruitful harvest.  
 I don’t know about you, but I’m grateful for the extravagant sowing,  

which allowed for some of that seed to take root and eventually bear fruit…  
fruit which feeds us even now, generation upon generation later. 

 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they 
were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 
in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Meditation                                                                The Reverend Steven Price	
 

RESPONDING            
Invitation and Dedication of our Offering 

When we give of our time, talent, or treasure to the church, 
we offer back to God a portion of what we have been given. 
Gracious God, filled by your generosity to us, 
may we be generous to others. 
Accept from us these gifts as we commit our lives to you. Amen. 

 

If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new Tithe.ly 
giving “app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you. 
 

Song of Preparation                     One More Dance  
Hear these sweet sounds from the acapella group Sweet Honey in the Rock  

as we prepare for communion 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
Elder 1:  Fred Brown 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
 

Elder 2:   Chris Foote 
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT. 
 

Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not limited 
by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  Our tongues have 
tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered over creation and blew 
fresh hope on Pentecost.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayers for Our Community and the World           

 

For healthcare providers we love:  
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks Christopher Foote, Emily 
Strong Freedman, Beth Gobeli, Kathleen Iannone, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur 
Marsala, Wende McNaney, Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael 
Underwood, Gene Ver and Amy Wanck. 
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Hear now our community prayers read by Dee Staley of the requests noted in our chat 
function . . .     God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 
 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH 
Closing Song                   Bring Forth the Kingdom of God               lyrics within video 

For all of our choir members and friends who miss reading music when singing, 
this piece provides us with sheet music and words!  While more of an anthem than a hymn,  

I hope we can all find portions that we can sing. 
 

Blessing               
God of springtime planting and summer growing,  
feed us and 
prune us 
that we might grow in ways that our lives bring glory to You.  
Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time   
 

Elders for the month of July – Christopher Foote and Fred Brown 
 
                                 _  

    

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                                    
       

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
     Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or    
     RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
 
     Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 

     Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or 
      if you need immediate assistance, call her at 617-4009  
     and leave a message. 
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Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at 
Cccooentoall.org.  It should be posted early this week. 

1. HOPES and PRAYERS – If anyone is interested in an evening H & P, please contact 
Pastor Steven directly by text (733-7121) or email (RevStevenCCC@gmail.com).    

2. Garage Sale – Dates to Remember: 

 Monday,  July 13 at 9 AM – Pricing 
 Thursday, July 16 at 7 PM – Pricing 

Dates for the Sale: 
Thursday??, Friday & Saturday, July 23, 24 & 25, 9AM – 3PM 

We need mega help the days of the sale. If you can lend a helping hand, contact 
Ron Herman (call/text 585-313-2459 or email duncan1160 @yahoo.com) and he 
will sign you up! 

3. Community Sponsored Agriculture (CSA) – On Tuesday from 4-6 PM we continue the 
distribution of food for 2020. Social distancing and the wearing of masks will both be 
required. If you’d like to participate, contact www.kirbysfm.com and ask if there’s still 
room.   This program runs through mid-November. 

4. Stewardship & Finance Meeting – Tuesday, July 14 at 6:30 PM via ZOOM. 

5. Plagues of history, COVID 19 and CCC!! Wednesdays July 22 and August 5 at 6:30 pm 
via ZOOM! Join historian Dr. Wanda Wakefield, beloved spouse of Pam Bakst, as she 
guides us through the plague of the Black Death and the church's response; and finally 
the Spanish flu!  Each presentation will run about 45 minutes or so with time for 
discussion.   

6. Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations this week: 
 July 13  Ron Herman 
 July 14 Ben Schaefer, Maddie & Kyle Snyder (Anniversary)  
 July 15 Matt Giuseppetti 
 July 16 Violet Wanck-Kann 
 July 17 Kathy Schaefer 
 July 18 Alex Shanley 
 

            ** July 8 A belated “Happy Birthday” to Janet Romano! 

News You Can Use 
at 

Community Christian Church 
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Theme:  Jesus is ALWAYS With Us! 
Matthew 28:20   -   “Behold, I am with you always.” 

 

Christian Education has some FUN things planned for the kids this summer – even if we can’t 
physically be together.  The kids will be taking “Flat Jesus” (a picture of Jesus attached to a tongue 
depressor) on multiple field trips and an adult will document each outing by taking a picture and 
emailing it to Jeannie Strong.  Now, here comes the exciting part – each week in our ZOOM church 
service the kids’ pictures will be featured during the Children’s Story.  What fun for the kids to 
see themselves and the adults should get a kick out of it, too!  
 

Our summer program will run from July 12th through August 16th.  Families should receive a mailing 
from Christian Education giving all the specifics.  Each week the bulletin will print a reminder of 
the upcoming deadline so everyone can stay on schedule.  
 

Week #3 – July 26 – Submit by July 12th – TODAY! 
“Jesus gives us wings” 

(Picture of a butterfly or bird – Butterfly Garden at church is an option OR a picture of a picture if needed.)  
 

Week #4 – August 2 – Submit by July 19th  
“Jesus is with our animals we love” 

(Picture of a pet or favorite stuffed animal.)  
 

 

Summer 
!  FUN  ! 
For Kids 


