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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

June 21, 2020 10:00 AM  
 
The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Mr. Ron Strong              Choir Director 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

GATHERING  
Words of Welcome   

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
1.  For Communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage. 
2.  Prayer requests – type into chat – Our thanks to Beth Fulkerson for 

 reading them. 
3.  After Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour.   
4.  Look at Bulletin – It’s NEWS you can USE! 

 

Prelude                                     “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”                    Ms. Janet Herman 
 

Call to Worship  by Nora Vedress  
 One:  In June the sun shines more brightly. 
             Its warmth stays with us for so many more hours. 
 Many:  So we shake free of our routines. 

 One:     In this new moment, 
             We wander about the wilderness: 
             Hoping God will open our eyes 
             Praying God will make us worthy 
             Wanting to grow with God. 
 Many: Let us grow together in the 
             wild ways of our God. 

  One:    Wild God, you do great and wonderful things. 
             It’s what makes you our God. 
  ALL:  Wild God, Come and worship with us! 
 

Opening Song           “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”   lyrics within video 
Perhaps it could be said that there is a “wildness” to God’s mercy too, 

as it is generously scattered here and there. 
 

Sharing with Children          “Everywhere Babies!”   
This gentle, inclusive book reminds us what loving babies looks like! 

While God language is not used, one cannot see these images without thanking God for all babies. 
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Anthem                                      “This Is My Word”     CCC Choir 
A note of interest: This is the special music sung at Al Herman’s Memorial Service last March. 

Yesterday would have been Al’s 94th birthday.  “Happy Birthday, Uncle Al!  We miss you!” 
 

ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                         Genesis 21:8-21          Lector:  Jen Kann 
I know it’s easy to NOT listen to scripture readings during worship, but today we have a great story from 
Genesis, so I invite you to play close attention. 
Pay attention to the woman named Hagar, the Egyptian, the slave in today’s narrative.We see many things 
happen to her at the hands of Sarah and Abraham, but we never hear her voice in the mix. 
Not until she is cast into the desert do we hear her voice crying out to God, “Don’t let me watch my child 
die.” 

8The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned. 
9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with 
her son Isaac. 10So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of 
this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11The matter was very distressing 
to Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because 
of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, 
for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13As for the son of the slave woman, 
I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 
14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, 
and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15When the water in the skin was gone, 
she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good 
way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice 
of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift 
up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19Then God 
opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave 
the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became 
an expert with the bow. 21He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him 
from the land of Egypt. 

Meditation                                                                The Reverend Steven Price	
 

RESPONDING            
An Opportunity to Give     

Our Wild God has helped and comforted us,  
so let us work together to mend every broken branch on our family tree, 
let us use our gifts and offerings to rebuild the body of Christ. 
 

So Gracious God, bless whatever offerings we’re able to give 
And fill each gift with hope and potential to fulfill your will in this beautiful world.  Amen. 
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If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new giving 
“app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you. 
 
 

Song of Preparation        Breathe On Me Breath of God words within video 
In times like these when the use of the word “breathe” conjures up images of death and violence, 

it is important to remember that the Spirit is close as breath.  
 As we breathe we connect to the power and love and life of God,  

which can –  through our acts of justice and mercy –  enable others to breathe, too. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
Elder 1:  Beth Fulkerson 
This morning you are invited for Holy Communion in the Body of Christ. 
The Body of Christ is not the loaf of bread you might see on your screen. 
The Body of Christ is not even the bread or cracker on your table. 
The Body of Christ is us; we are strengthened by sharing together 
this meal of hope and grace and presence. 
 

Elder 2:   Dan Robillard   
As the Body of Christ, 
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 “Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT. 
 

Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God’s joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Elder 2:   
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace, celebrated virtually, we claim that Christ’s love is not limited 
by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies.  Our tongues have 
tasted the good news and our lives are filled with the Spirit that hovered over creation and blew 
fresh hope on Pentecost.  Amen. 
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Prayers for Our Community and the World           
We thank you God for fathers near.                                                                   ~ written by Safijah Fosua    
Fathers with strong arms and fathers with feeble knees 
Present at table and bathtub and bedtime prayers.                                                                     
 

We thank you, God for fathers far away.   
Fathers absent because of war or disease or despair 
And for fathers who are present and absent at the same time. 
 

We thank you God for caring communities where mothers fill in for fathers  
and fathers fill in for mothers.  For grandparents and aunts and uncles and those who are no kin at 
all, but who work together so that our children have a place they can call home.  Amen 
 

For healthcare providers we love:  
Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh Brooks Christopher Foote, Beth 
Gobeli, Kathleen Iannone, Laurie Langdon, Don Lyke, Margo Markesteijn, Rachel Schur 
Marsala, Wende McNaney, Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, Bethany Thompson, Michael 
Underwood, Gene Ver and Amy Wanck. 

 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function . . .     God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH 
Closing Song *                        “Peace, Salaam, Shalom”                lyrics within video 

This is a beautiful and simple chant!  Imagine yourself joining with other members 
of the Abrahamic faiths singing for peace and calling all to peace.   

This tune and these words will follow you into your week, I promise! 
 

Blessing               
Go into your week knowing the deep Peace, Salaam, and Shalom  
that our blessed God offers us, and share that peace with those you encounter.  
Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time   
 

Elders for the month of June – Beth Fulkerson and Dan Robillard 
* Words and music by Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow. Emma's Revolution wrote this song two days after the 
9/11 attack on the World Trade Center in response to the messages of hate and revenge that were already being per-
petrated. The words mean "Peace" in three languages: English, Arabic, and Hebrew. 
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1. Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at 
Cccooentoall.org.  It should be posted early this week. 

2. HOPES and PRAYERS will continue via ZOOM on Tuesday, June 23 at 10 AM. 
Watch for an invitation from Pastor Steven Monday evening, June 22. 

3. Garage Sale – Items may be brought over to church NOW.   We have already filled 
up the Art Room and the Theater Room. As there will be a Red Cross Blood Drive 
on June 30th, we CANNOT use the Fellowship Hall until after that date. If you don’t 
have a key, contact Ron Herman (call/text 585-313-2459 or email duncan1160 
@yahoo.com) and he can meet you at church – his schedule is pretty wide-open! 
:o).    Women’s Clothing will be sold. Those items can be dropped off in the nursery. 
Save the dates:  Friday & Saturday, July 24 & 25 for the dates of the sale!  

4. Community Sponsored Agriculture (CSA) – On Tuesday, June 23rd from 4-6 PM we 
will open our doors and welcome the members of Kirby Farms CSA into our building 
for the 1st distribution of food for 2020. Social distancing and the wearing of masks 
will both be required. If you’d like to participate, contact www.kirbysfm.com and 
ask if there’s still room.   This program runs through mid-November. 

5. Red Cross Blood Drive – Tuesday, June 30th … 2-6 PM.  If you can donate, sign up 
online.  If you’d like to volunteer to help that day, contact Shawna Lusk.   

6. Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations this week: 
 June 21 Adam Flagg, Kayce & Chad Gehrke (anniversary) 
 June 23 Emily Strong Freedman 
 June 26 John Giffen, Alan Bettis  
  

 
     

 Reminder:  Worship begins at 10:00 AM       
              every week from now until 
                           August 30th.  
 
 

  

News You Can Use 
at 

Community Christian Church 
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Theme:  Jesus is ALWAYS With Us! 
Matthew 28:20   -   “Behold, I am with you always.” 

 

Christian Education has some FUN things planned for the kids this summer – even if 
we can’t physically be together.  The kids will be taking “Flat Jesus” (a picture of Jesus 
attached to a tongue depressor) on multiple field trips and an adult will document 
each outing by taking a picture and emailing it to Jeannie Strong.  Now, here comes 
the exciting part – each week in our ZOOM church service the kids’ pictures will be 
featured during the Children’s Story.  What fun for the kids to see themselves and 
the adults should get a kick out of it, too!  
 

Our summer program will run from July 12th through August 16th.  Families should 
receive a mailing from Christian Education giving all the specifics.  Each week the 
bulletin will print a reminder of the upcoming deadline so everyone can stay on 
schedule.  

   Week #1 – July 12 – Submit by June 28th  
    “Jesus is with us in green, growing plants”  
                    (picture of a green plant or tree) 

Summer 

!  FUN  ! 
For Kids 


