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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

May 17, 2020 11:00 AM  
 
The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 
Dr. Meng Zhou Musical Accompanist 
Mr. Ron Strong              Choir Director 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
GATHERING  
Words of Welcome 

On this Sunday in May every year we acknowledge and honor people in our lives 
who struggle with mental illness, including ourselves.  Elements of today’s service 
will call out elements of mental health and mental illness, reminding us that God 
extends an extravagant welcome to everyone, and so should we!   Let us seek 
ways to end the stigma and exclusion of those who suffer, and seek and support 
policies and practices that promote health and wellness for everyone.   
 Most of the elements of today’s worship service have been brought to us from 
our sisters and brothers in national settings of the United Church of Christ as a 
mental health gift to pastors during this pandemic. 
 Welcome to worship; may you experience God here today in the words, music 
and prayers we offer.   

 

As we begin our service, just some notes of preparation: 
For communion: get a cracker/bread/juice/beverage 
Prayer requests – type into chat – Our thanks to Beth Fulkerson for reading them 
After Benediction we’ll have Announcements then Virtual Coffee Hour 
 

Let’s start today’s service with this meditative Prelude. 
 

Prelude          "I Love You Lord / Jesus the Very Thought of Thee"   Janet Herman, Piano 
 

Call to Worship  ~ written by Lynn Bujnak 
  

 One:   When we feel isolated and alone, O God, your word comes to us: 
 Many:  I will not leave you orphaned. 
 One:   When we face an uncertain future, the Bible reminds us: 
 Many: We walk by faith, not by sight. 
 One:   When we are scared and anxious, we hear your whisper, 
 Many: Be not afraid, for I am with you. 
 One:   We come to this time of worship remembering the promises of our God,  
  strengthened in hope and saturated with holy Love. 
 Many: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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Opening Song                               “Be Not Afraid”   Lyrics within video 
I’m not sure if this song is familiar to most of us, but I’ve enjoyed singing it alongside our Catholic sisters 

and brothers during many shared worship experiences. Thanks Ron Strong for the suggestion. 
 

Sharing with Children              “Ruby Finds A Worry”  
If you or the children in your life are carrying around a worry, then this story is for you! 

 

ENGAGING 
Scripture Reading                            John 14:15-21            Lector:  Jen Kann 

Today’s reading from John is the second half of what is known as Jesus’ “Farewell Discourse.” 
Jesus is sitting at the Passover meal with his disciples and making a list  

of what has transpired and is shaping a plan for their future. 
 

15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be 
in you. 18 "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself 
to them."  
 

Meditation                                                         The Reverend Steven Price 
 

RESPONDING            
Anthem                                       “The Lord Is My Light” CCC Choir 

(video by Jess Ayers) 
 

An Opportunity to Give (by Ginny Brown Daniel) Pastor Steven 
Like God’s love, our generosity cannot be contained by the Coronavirus.  Instead 
our generosity is abundant during this pandemic because of who and whose we 
are.  Let us continue to find ways to advocate for the most vulnerable in our 
communities, ensuring that they are supported, nourished and empowered to live 
into God’s creation.  Might our offerings – of time, talent and treasure – make this 
so.  

 

If you are able to give at this time, then your gifts can be received via US Mail, using our new giving 
“app,” or sending checks through your bank. Thank you. 
 
Song of Preparation        Come and Find the Quiet Center 

You are welcome to sing along or simply read the text or  
listen to the piano gently playing this familiar hymn. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER  
  

 Feel free to grab a cracker or slice of bread and small cup of juice 
before the reading of these words of preparation 

  and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
 

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup 
Elder 1:   
Let us now join with generations before us who have sought spiritual sustenance in the sharing of 
this Holy Meal.  Together let us remember and claim God’s love, sacrifice, forgiveness and grace as 
we eat the bread of life, and drink the cup of blessing. 
 

Elder 2:   
As sisters and brothers in faith,  
we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus. 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it 
and gave it to his disciples saying:   
 "Take and eat, all of you:  This is my body, surrendered for you.” 
  The bread of life.  TAKE AND EAT. 
 

Elder 1:   
Jesus also took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
 gave it to his disciples and said: 
 “Take and drink, all of you: This is the seal of a new covenant,  
 my life poured out. I will drink this cup with you again at the table of God's joy.  
 Whenever you do these things, remember me.” 

           The cup of blessing. TAKE AND DRINK. 
 

Elder 2:   
 Holy Spirit we are blessed by this table fellowship; let us rise up and go into the world as your 
 body, the Body of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayers for Our Community and the World                – excerpt from David Long Higgins 

“An Easter Prayer for When the Flower Fades” 
 

Like the unopened bud that awaits the beckoning power of the sun,  
open our hearts to your Holy Spirit already around and within us,   
that we may be readied, renewed and blossomed  
into the beauty for which you have created us in Christ, all along. 
Renew us and your whole creation,  
that we may be signs of your resurrection love  
in word and work throughout the world.  Let it be so.  Let it be so. 
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PRAYER:  We continue to pray for our friends that are healthcare workers 
presently in the field:  Bethany Akins, Heather Egloff Allen, Amy Benjamin, Ashleigh 
Brooks, Chris Foote, Beth Gobeli, Kathleen Iannone, Laurie Langdon, Don Lyke, Margo 
Markesteijn, Rachel Schur Marsala, Wende McNaney, Mark Ott, Marsha Reed, Feng Shi, 
Michael Underwood, Gene Ver and Amy Wanck. 
 

Hear now our community prayers read by Beth Fulkerson of the requests noted in our 
chat function . . .     God in your goodness, grace and mercy:  Hear our Prayer. 

Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH 
Closing Song                                       “I Believe”    Mark Miller 

Hear now this simple song sung by the Chancel Choir of Christ Church in Summit, NJ.  The 
lyrics come from this writing found scratched into a wall at Auschwitz concentration camp: 

“I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining. 
I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. 
I believe in God even when He is silent.” 

 

Blessing                      by John Dorhauer  
We are ONE BODY, united across time and space. 
We are ONE BODY, sharing our hopes and dreams. 
As ONE BODY we depart this virtual space united in love,  
 united in our commitment to serve God, our neighbors, and the world. 
Go then, because you are blessed, resurrection people 
 and become a blessing to those around you.  AMEN 

  

Announcements 
 

Virtual Fellowship Time   
 
Elders for the month of May – Bill Kelly and Matthew Peck 
 



 6 

          
 

1. Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To access the recording, visit our website at 
Cccooentoall.org.  It should be posted early this week. 

2. Our May Board Meeting will be held TODAY via ZOOM at 4:00 PM – everyone is 
invited!  A church-wide email with log in instructions was sent Saturday. If you did 
not receive one, here’s the link:                                                                                            
     Join Zoom Meeting   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81081288356       
 

3. Bible Study – “What is the Secret to a Joyful Life?” continues Tuesday, May 19th 
at 10:00 AM. 
 

4. Garage Sale – Items may be brought over to church NOW.   We have already filled 
up the Art Room so now we’re working on the Theater Room. As the Presidential/ 
State/Local primaries will be held on June 23, we CANNOT use the Fellowship Hall 
until after that date. If you don't have a key, contact Ron Herman (call/text 585-
313-2459 or email duncan1160@yahoo.com) and he can meet you at church – his 
schedule is pretty wide-open! :o) 

5. All Church Survey – It’s time for our annual church survey! This is an important tool 
for members and friends to use to evaluate the work of Community Christian and 
its pastor. We need your completed form by Sunday, May 31! 

 Your responses will remain anonymous. Aggregated responses from the survey will 
 be shared at the June 14 board meeting which is open to everyone. 

 

1. Paper copies which were mailed to a few of our members can be returned 
by mail to:  Connie Bottoni 
    c/o Community Christian Church 
    2647 Chili Avenue  
   Rochester, NY 14624.  

2. The online link to the survey can be found at: 
https://tinyurl.com/SurveyCCC2020.  

  

 Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey!  
 

News You Can Use 
at 

Community Christian Church 
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6. For the past many weeks when we’ve been unable to 
worship together, Pastor Steven has included within the ZOOM 
service an “Opportunity to Give,” just as if we’d be passing the 
plate as normal. However, as we all know, virtual giving does not 
pay the bills. 
 

 
This pandemic is certainly a time of personal and financial confusion and uncertainty for many of us.  
Some people are experiencing illness, lost jobs, and lost income. You can be assured that the church 
understands these circumstances that cause us to worry about being unable to fulfill our 
commitments, including those made to the church.  Please know you are loved, seen, and supported. 
 

We do know that times of crisis can evoke an increased desire to give above and beyond. For those of 
you who have been blessed to be able to continue to work and receive a paycheck, perhaps you might 
consider: 

a. Paying your pledge ahead of schedule OR 
b. Giving a little extra to help bridge the gap for the folks who are unable to keep up with 

their pledge. What a wonderful way to realize the joy of making a difference! 
 

Our Stewardship Team has worked diligently trying to make giving to the church just as easy as 
possible.  They have launched online giving at Community Christian Church through Tithe.ly, a safe and 
secure giving platform that allows you to give a one-time or recurring contribution!   How great is that!  
Here are 3 ways you can give: 

      
 
 
 
 
Download the Tithe.ly App and schedule your payment through them. 
 
 
Pay your pledge through your bank’s “Bill Pay” option. It’s easy to set up and 
you can schedule recurring payments or one-time payments. 
 
 
Mail your pledge directly to the church to the attention of: 
The Financial Secretary 
2647 Chili Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14624 
 

 
Our faith is about more than buildings.  So even if we must be apart from one another physically, we 
can still connect, inspire, support, care, and love each other.  Social dissonance does not mean spirit-
ually separate.  Together, we can find ways to hold each other’s hearts.  And in time, our doors will 
open wide again, and we will once more reach out in extravagant welcome!  
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7. Birthday Celebrations this week: 
 May 18  Brad Forth 
 May 19 Ashleigh Brools 
 May 21 Eden Aikens 
 May 22 Jim Hathaway 
  

“A	‘Sign’	of	the	Times”	
In front of CCC 

   

                 
 
                                    

¿   OUR CHURCH AT WORK   ¿ 
                                     

  
 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
     Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or    
     RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
 
     Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 

     Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need  
     immediate assistance, call her at 617-4009 and leave a  
     message. 

 
 COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

2647 Chili Avenue  V   Rochester, NY 14624  V   (585) 247-2494 
email address:  cccopentoall@aol.com  V   web page: www.cccopentoall.org   

 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
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 No matter how it’s set! 
 

Let’s Have Some FUN! 
See if you can match the picture with a name below. 

 
 
 
 

 

?      ________            __________________                   

 
 
 

 

?   _________________________________                   

 
 
 
 

 

?      ________            __________________                   

 

?      ________________________________                

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

?      ________________________________                

 
 
 
 

?      ________________________________                

 

Beary T.,  Pam Bakst, Dobbins Family, Connie Bottoni, Bill Kelly, Janet & Ron Herman 


