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COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ) 

 

March 26, 2023 10:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Steven Price Pastor 

Mr. Ron Strong     Choir Director 

Mr. Veniamin Blokh Church Musician 

Mr. Ryan Hubbell                                                                        Technical Support 

 

 
 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 

WELCOME!   
We extend a warm welcome to you as we gather to celebrate God’s life-giving presence.  During 
communion, as we partake of the bread and cup, please know that all who desire Christ’s bound-
less and embracing love are welcomed to participate. 
 

Prayer is an important part of our life together as a community of faith.  If you have a prayer 
concern or joy you would like raised later on in the service, text your request to Beth Fulkerson at 
585.755.6310. 
 

GATHERING  
Please take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s prelude. 

Prelude                                                                     Veniamin Blokh 
 

† Opening Prayer (inspired by John 11:1-45)                             ~ by Nancy Johnson; edits smp 

 One:  Holy God, Creator of Life, 
you call us out of our dark places, 
 offering us the grace of new life. 
When we see nothing but hopelessness, 

   you surprise us with the breath of your spirit. 
 

 Many:  Call us out of our complacency and routines, 
set us free from our self-imposed bonds, 
and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion, and peace… 

 

† Words of Confession                           

 One:  Holy One, We come before you with our brokenness 
and our wounds for all to see. 

 Many:    We bring our anger, our bitterness, 
     our unwholesome talk, and our deceitfulness.                               
                         (continued) 
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 One:  We try to do good, but sometimes fail. 
 Many:  We choose to do evil, and sometimes succeed. 
 
 One:  Today, we confess our sins… (SILENCE is kept) 
   We now step forward, from our darkness into light,  
   trusting in Your forgiveness in Christ’s name.  
 ALL:  Amen 
   

† Opening Hymn     O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing    Chalice Hymnal, No. 5 
Note that various voices will sing various verses. 

 

ALL: 
O, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace! 
 

LOW VOICES: 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrow’s cease; 
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life and health and peace. 
 

HIGH VOICES: 
My loving Savior and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, the honors of thy name. 
 

ALL: 
Glory to God and praise and love be ever, ever given 
By saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven. 

 

Sharing With Children                                                                         

  

Anthem                                        “Be Still, My Soul”                                                arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Children are invited to Faith Formation activities following this portion of the service. 
 

ENGAGING 
Hebrew Scripture Reading           Ezekiel 37:1-14                            Lector:  Pastor Steven 

select verses 
 

Gospel Reading                     John 11:1-44  Lector:  John Giffen  
select verses 

Sermon    The Reverend Steven Price 
 

Music for Reflection                    Venya Blokh 
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RESPONDING            
Offering Sentence as Prayer                            ~ written by Katherine Hawker, edits smp 
 

† Song of Praise                                  Doxology                             Chalice Hymnal, No. 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, (God) all creatures here below; 
Praise him (God) above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

   (or Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.) 
 

*An offering plate is available in the narthex for those who would like to give after worship. 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Communion Distribution 

   This table is open to all who are seekers of another way 
made known to us in Jesus. 

 
Please come down the center aisle single file to receive a piece of gluten-free bread from an elder 

and a cup of grape juice from another elder, returning to your seats by the outer aisle. 
If you are unable to come forward, please signal that you would like to be served 

and someone will bring communion to you. 
 

Prayers for Our Community and the World                                                      

      Hear now our community prayers.                                                                
      After request…  God in your goodness, grace or mercy…  People: Hear our Prayer. 
 

Let us sing together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . . 
 

Sung Lord’s Prayer                                         Composer:  Veniamin Blokh, 2022  
For those who would like to sing from the printed music, 

you can find this arrangement of “The Lord’s Prayer” on page 5. 
 

 Our Father in heaven hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory forever, and ever. Amen 
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GOING FORTH  
† Concluding Hymn            Now the Green Blade Rises           Chalice Hymnal, No. 230                                  

This French carol captures not only our creation care theme, but also the theme of resurrection 
- today of Lazarus, in two weeks that of Jesus.  For some this hymn won’t be familiar, so using 
the hymnal may help read the notes. 
  

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

In the grave they laid the love by hatred slain, 
Thinking that Jesus would not wake again, 
Laid in the earth, like grain that sleeps unseen; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Christ came forth at Easter, like the risen grain, 
Who that for three days in the grave had lain; 
Raised from the dead, the risen Christ is seen; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Your touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green.  
 

† Benediction                                 ~ by Elizabeth Dilley; edits smp 

Come out! Jesus calls, 
And entices us into a world filled with grace and possibility. 
So, let’s go out! 
Into a world that needs our life, our breath, our spirit! 
Into a world that needs the Spirit of God, 
carried on our very lips and in our loving arms. 
Amen   
    

Participating in the Life of the Church (Announcements)                        (See pages 7-11) 
 

Postlude (Please remain seated.)                   Venya Blokh 
 

     

† All who are able, please stand. 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Elders  ………… Jeannie Strong and Don Lyke    Deacons  ................  Denton Brown, Ron Herman 
ZOOM Host  .............................  Barbara Coe ZOOM Elder  ........................................ Pam Bakst 
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Land Acknowledgment:  Our physical space stands on unceded land originally stewarded 

by the Seneca people.  Today let us acknowledge and honor the Seneca nation by walking paths 
that lead to equality for all and care for creation.  
 

   

     Thursday, March 30th – Volunteers Needed! 
  

       Unpacking/distribution volunteers needed from 1 – 4 PM. 
Food Distribution taking place between 2 and 4 PM.   With an 
adequate number of volunteers, we’re usually done by 4 PM which is 
AWESOME!  

  

Please TEXT or message Pastor Steven at 585.733.7121 if you can lend a helping 
hand (or two!). ALSO, mark on your calendars the next date for Abundant Blessings:  
Thursday, April 27. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Spring Concerts at Community Christian Church! 

First up will be our friends from the Off Monroe Players Revue Group 
Saturday, April 1st from 4:30 – 5:15 PM 

Innovation Field Kick Off – Sunday, April 2nd After Church 
Many of our newer folks might not be aware of our fundraiser in conjunction with the Rochester Red 
Wings.  For quite a few years we have worked at Frontier Field (now Innovation Field) throughout the 
spring and summer.   We run registers, we pour beer, we take money and give change, we gather food, 
we smile and we connect with our Rochester community.  Fifty or so of our CCCers have participated in 
this wonderful (ad)venture.  This past season we earned $21,000 for the church for which we can all be 
proud! 

Next Sunday, April 2nd, Patti Ayers will be hosting an Innovation Field luncheon right after 
church.  Folks can come and learn about what we do, hear a few fun stories, and share some tips.  Our 
meal isn’t fancy – ballpark foods with hot dogs, chips, soda and ice cream! In order to have enough food 
we need to have you signup if attending.   You must be 16 to work at the park, but all family members 
are invited to the luncheon… Patti just needs to know numbers.  There’s a sign-up sheet posted today.   

News You Can Use at 
Community Christian Church 

 

Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. 
To access the recording, visit our 

website:  Cccopentoall.org. 
It will be posted early this week. 

 
 

A 
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We have an abundance of music 
flowing through our building all 
year long but only in worship do we 
hear some of it! We are aiming to 
bring music from our friends into 
our shared space in a time other 
than worship.    

After that we're looking forward 
to very soon hearing Venya play 
the new-to-us baby grand piano 
in concert.  Then stay tuned as we 
get more of our musical friends 
on board.  This should be a beau-
tiful spring time! 
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CCC’s Rained Out BON FIRE Has Been Rescheduled to Sunday, April 2nd - 7 PM  

Yes, join us for a warm, toasty Bon Fire complete with cocoa (otherwise 
known as hot chocolate).  You might find some singing or dancing, some 
conversating with fellow church friends (both old and new) and some good 
‘ol fashioned merry making.  So come on out – all ages are welcome to join in 
on the FUN!  If you feel like you might get a case of “the munchies,” bring 
along a snack to share. Depending on how much you like to stand, or not, you 
might want to bring along a lawn chair or two or maybe even a blanket to 

wrap up in.  Hope to see you there.  Questions?  See Ron Herman or Pastor Steven.  
 
 

 
(Formerly Easter Blessings for Loved Ones) 

 

 Our Annual Blessings Fund has been in existence for well over 50 years. So many people wished to remember 
their loved ones by purchasing Easter Lilies that our sanctuary overflowed. Eventually the church purchased the 
Easter Lilies while people donated money for a special project in lieu of flowers, and our Annual Blessings Fund 
was established. 
 Over the years we’ve been able to purchase many beautiful and useful items for our church, such as hymnals, 
carpeting, tables and chairs, improving our sound/media system, and Fellowship Hall upgrades. 
 The General Board has approved the recommendation of the Memorials Department that the 2023 Annual 
Blessings Fund will go toward updating our seasonal floral arrangements for the sanctuary. 

On Easter Sunday a special bulletin insert will list the names of donors and the person(s) being honored. We 
suggest you might like to honor or remember loved ones, friends and relatives who are living or have passed away. 

   (continued) 
Folks celebrating special occasions/anniversaries is another possibility or anyone who just wishes to make a 
contribution will have their names listed. 
 Claudia Giffen and Carol Giblin are coordinating this effort. Claudia will be monitoring previous donors and 
sending out reminder notes. Carol will be creating the bulletin insert. Contributions may be sent through your 
bank, the Tithe.ly app, or sent to:   ATTN: Financial Secretary 
           Community Christian Church 
           2647 Chili Avenue 
           Rochester, NY 14624 

ALL contributions must be CLEARLY MARKED, “Annual Blessings Fund.” If you regularly give through the 
Tithe.ly app, choose the “Annual Blessings” Giving Type. If giving through a bank, be sure to inform the Financial 
Secretary (Kate Bissinger) of your Annual Blessings donation. She can be reached at 585-953-1289 or by email at 
finsecty.ccc@gmail.com. 

Entry information may be sent to Carol by text at 585-259-7036; emailed to cwgiblin@gmail.com OR 
Claudia by telephone at 585-889-2290; emailed to claudiagiffen22571@gmail.com. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO ANNUAL BLESSINGS FUND IS PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2. 
 

  
 
 

mailto:finsecty.ccc@gmail.com
mailto:cwgiblin@gmail.com
mailto:claudiagiffen22571@gmail.com
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Palm Sunday, April 2 – 10:30 AM 
 Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
 

Our wonderful children singing the familiar song “Hosanna!” and waving palm branches frame 
our processional that day. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 6 – Something new this year – A shared worship experience. 
 The night Jesus gathered with his disciples in an Upper Room and shared a Passover Meal. 
 

Beginning at 7:00 PM we will worship alongside our sisters and brothers AT Lutheran Church of 
our Savior just down the street at 2415 Chili Avenue!  We will join together in an Agape meal (like 
a Seder), share communion around the table, sing hymns, then go upstairs to hear OUR choir sing 
and watch as the altar is stripped during the darkest hours of Holy Week. 
 

NOTE:  To prepare enough food for all, we will need to know who is coming.  We have 15 from 
our choir so far, would you like to join us? Please text or email Steven by Wednesday, March 29. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 – Resurrection Worship – 10:30 AM 
 “He is not here; he has risen!” 
 

Easter morning will bring us the start of a joyous day filled with glorious music – both vocal and instru-
mental.   
 Our 3-octave bell choir will play an inspiring Easter selection. 
 The brass choir will enhance the accompaniment to our hymns that day.  

The Senior Choir will perform an anthem befitting the miracle of the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 And, of course, we will all be awestruck with the magnificent piano playing of our church musician, 
   Veniamin Blokh. 

 

Celebrate the day with joyful and inspiring worship led by Pastor Steven. We will partake of holy 
communion, offer prayers of thanksgiving and intercession and sing glorious hymns in praise of the 
Risen Savior!  Alleluia! He has risen as He said! 
 

 

  EASTER SUNDAY –  APRIL 9th – 8:30 AM  
Enjoy a delicious hot Easter breakfast and share some relaxed fellowship time 
with your church family.  Advance tickets for the breakfast are on sale after 
church in Fellowship Hall.  There’s a sheet at the ticket table for you to indicate 

what item you’d like to share to complement our breakfast. 

   Ticket Prices:   $6/Adult;  $3/Child (10 and under) 
        Babies Free (2 and under);  

                $15 max/immediate family 
Final day to purchase tickets is Palm Sunday, April 2nd.  Questions? See Patti Ayers or Wende McNaney. 

Please plan on celebrating Easter morning with your family of faith. 
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We have BUG FRIENDS who like to live on the sunny parts of our building. 
The bad news is that they appear as a nuisance. 
The good news is that they don't sting, bite, stink or bother anyone. 
Our Property Team is aware of the bugs and has tried to eliminate them, to no avail.   
It is likely that they were here first, perhaps our presence is bugging them? 

 
Garage Sale Is Coming 

May 4, 5 and 6 
As you begin your yearly activity of spring cleaning, “O Joy!” please remember the church is having a 
Garage Sale and we’d LOVE any items you no longer want or need.  Donations may be dropped off at 
church starting April 1st in the ART ROOM.  

Times for the sale:   Thursday and Friday    9 AM – 2 PM  
Saturday     9 AM – noon.  

Also, set side Sunday, April 30th for setting up the sale – we’ll need lots of help that day! We will have 
more information about volunteering your time to help as the dates draw closer. Thanks so much for 
your generosity. It’s always greatly appreciated.  Questions? See Ron Herman. 

 

 
A note of sadness.  A longtime friend of our church, Jim Hazen, 
died recently.  His family sent a touching letter.  Years ago Jim 
and friends within our church created an AIDS Quilt panel in 
memory of Jim's deceased partner. 

 
Best Wishes to Those Celebrating a Birthday or Anniversary this Week: 

     Leah (Staley) Fitzgerald    March 26 
     Shaun Cannon      March 27   

Adam Strong      March 28 
Ethan Bissinger       March 29  
Kim Robillard      March 29 
Kate Bissinger          April 1 
Pam Bakst & Wanda Wakefield (Ann.)     April 1 
 

 
 
 
  Creation Care Corner! 

Visit your bulletin every week throughout Lent to see how you can better care for creation! We will    
    provide suggestions to help all of us do our best - kids included!  Then look for green leaves at our    
    Welcome Table in the Atrium to share your successes. 
 1. We can see through the biodiversity of God’s creation that God loves diver-

sity!  Let’s go out of our way to make contact with a person who differs 
from you by gender, race, nationality, creed, faith, lifestyle, etc. 

2. Decide not to add any items to the landfill today.  Use real cups, cloth 
napkins, reusable bags for groceries and reusable water bottles. 

3. Are there “energy vampires” in your home - quietly sucking up 
precious energy and costing you money?  Check www.smartenergy. 
com/energy-vampires for ideas.  THEN try out a practice of observ-
ing the Sabbath by unplugging your electronics and yourself. 
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   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE                                

 

Today, March 26th          11:30 AM     Fellowship Time –  Join us for light refreshments in Fellowship Hall 
  

Monday, March 27th         6:30 PM    Elders’ Meeting – Art Room 
 

Tuesday, March 28th            10:00 AM Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)  
 12:00 PM Deadline for bulletin announcements 
 

Wednesday, March 29th   9:00 AM The Quilting Gals  – FH & K ‘til 4p 
   7:00 PM  Sr. Choir Rehearsal – FH  
 

Thursday, March 30th    12:00 PM AB Setup 
 2:00 PM Abundant Blessings Food Distribution 
 7:00 PM  RGMC Rehearsal – FH   
 

Saturday, April 1st    9:15 AM SWEM Foodshelf (off site) 
 4:30 PM Spring Concert – Off Monroe Players Revue Group (Sanctuary ‘til 5:15) 
 

Sunday, April 2nd   Palm Sunday  
    10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
 10:30 AM Hybrid Worship – masks optional  
                            11:30 AM      Fellowship Time 
          12:00 PM     Innovation Field Luncheon 
            7:00 PM     Bon Fire  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

   OUR CHURCH AT WORK    
                             

 
  

 READY TO SERVE:  The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor 
       Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.  
      

       Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator 
       Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,  
       call her at 617-4009 and leave a message. 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2647 Chili Avenue  †  Rochester, NY 14624  †  (585) 247-2494 

e-mail address:  cccopentoall@aol.com    web page: www.cccopentoall.org   
 

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121 

mailto:RevStevenCCC@gmail.com
http://www.cccopentoall.org/

	Sunday, April 2nd   Palm Sunday
	10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
	10:30 AM Hybrid Worship – masks optional

