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Rural Life Sunday
Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

WELCOME!
We extend a warm welcome to you as we gather to celebrate God’s life-giving presence. During
communion, as we partake of the bread and cup, please know that all who desire Christ’s boundless and embracing love are welcomed to participate.
Prayer is an important part of our life together as a community of faith. If you have a prayer
concern or joy you would like raised later on in the service, text your request to Beth Fulkerson at
585.755.6310.

GATHERING
Please take this time to center yourself as we listen to this morning’s prelude.

Prelude

Frankie Bones

Opening Prayer

~ written by Christine Jerrett (edits smp)

Inspired by a reading of Revelation 21.
† Opening

Hymn

God, In Our Church’s Teaching

Please turn to page 3.
The New York Council of Churches sent this wonderful hymn by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
out to all churches in the aftermath of the shooting and deaths that occurred in Buffalo last Saturday.
We’ll sing all verses, notice the searing lyrics.

Sharing With Children
“In Christ Alone”

Anthem

arr. David Angerman

Children are invited to Faith Formation activities following this portion of the service.

ENGAGING
Scripture Reading

John 14:23-29

Pew Bible, NT page 109

Lector: John Giffen

Sermon
Music for Reflection

The Reverend Steven Price
Frankie Bones
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God, In Our Church’s Teaching
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RESPONDING
A Sentence of Thanksgiving,
A Song of Praise

Doxology

Chalice Hymnal, No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
(Or: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost)
*An offering plate is available in the narthex for those who would like to give after worship.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
This table is open to all. Together we are the Body of Christ.
We will partake of the Bread and the Cup in unison
following the Elder’s prayer.

Prayers for Our Community and the World
A Prayer In Honor of Rural Life Sunday
I part the out-thrusting branches
and come in beneath
the blessed and the blessing trees.
Though I am silent
there is singing around me…

~ by Wendell Berry

Hear now our community prayers. After request… God in your goodness, grace
or mercy… People: Hear our Prayer.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught those he loved . . .

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (or Creator) which art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH
Participating in the Life of the Church (Announcements)

See pages 6-10
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† Concluding

Hymn

When All is Ended

Sung to the hymn tune “For All the Saints.” (No. 703)
The lyrics to this new-to-me hymn are hopeful (tyrants overthrown)
and call us out to care for the people and the world around us.

When all is ended, time and troubles past,
Shall all be mended, sin and death outcast?
In hope we sing, and hope to sing at last:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
As in the night, when lightning flickers free,
And gives a glimpse of distant hill and tree,
Each flash of good discloses what will be:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Against all hope, our weary times have known
Wars ended, peace declared, compassion shown,
Great days of freedom, tyrants overthrown:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Then do not cheat the poor, who long for bread,
With dream-worlds in the sky or in the head,
But sing of slaves set free, and children fed:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
† Benediction

~ from John 14:29

Let’s take Jesus up on these words we hear from his final discourse:
“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart.
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.
So don’t be troubled or afraid.”
Amen

Postlude (Please be seated.)

Frankie Bones






† All who are able, please stand.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Elders ................. Fred Brown and Carol Giblin
ZOOM Host ................................... Barbara Coe
ZOOM Room Elder .......................... Pam Bakst

Deacons ................................. Sam Beach, Lee Staley
Susan Dobbins, David Dobbins
Greeters ........................................ All God’s People!
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News You Can Use at
Community Christian Church
Today’s ZOOM service was recorded. To
access the recording, visit our website:
Cccopentoall.org.
It will be posted early this week.

Land Acknowledgment: Our physical space stands on unceded land originally stewarded
by the Seneca people. Today let us acknowledge and honor the Seneca nation by walking paths
that lead to equality for all and care for creation.

HOPES and PRAYERS – Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.
Join Pastor Steven via ZOOM for a time of sharing those things heavy on your heart as well as lifting up
the ways God has already blessed your life or answered your prayers. A ZOOM invitation will be sent
Monday evening.

To ALL Members and Friends of CCC – All-Church Survey Due May 27th
Ah yes, it's that time of year again! Please take a few moments of your valuable time to complete our
Annual Church Survey. This is an invaluable tool for the leadership team to learn how well we are doing
and areas where we might need some improvement. All you have to do is click on link below and you're
set to go. We're asking that folks get it done by Friday, May 27, 2022.
If you are someone, or know of someone who needs or prefers a paper copy of the survey, there are
hard copies available in the Atrium. LINK: https://tinyurl.com/SurveyCCC2022
For the month of June, Impact Earth will be collecting donations in support of a
favorite organization for many: Sew Green Rochester! Dedicated to rescuing
and reusing everything to do with sewing, knitting, crocheting, and needlework,
Sew Green also educates folks of all ages in hand and needle arts!
Sew Green has requested that YARN be collected for use in the community. IF
you have lots of extra yarn like many of us do AND would like to participate,
please let Pastor Steven know and he will register our church as a place to pick up. Impact Earth will pick
up here on Monday, June 6, but Pastor Steven must know if there is interest by this Wednesday, May
25th. There will be a few empty bins for collection.

A Big Thank You! The MEN'S ROOM has been updated!
THANK YOU to Alex Kuehl for his excellent leadership and to those who pitched in to make the renovation
complete: Sarah Kuehl, Ron Strong, Ron Herman and Wende McNaney.

Calling All Graduates! Are you or someone you know graduating in May or June? Or perhaps you
received a degree last December. We want to honor our graduates on Education Sunday, June 5th.
Please share information with Sandy Hubbell via email at Turkielegs@aol.com or Patti Ayers at church.
Be sure to include the name of the graduate, date of graduation, school name, degree if applicable, and
plans for the near future. Deadline: Next Sunday, May 29th. Thanks!
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Worst Blood Shortage in Over a Decade
The American Red Cross is facing a national blood crisis – its
worst blood shortage in over a decade, posing a concerning risk
to patient care. Doctors have been forced to make difficult
decisions about who receives blood transfusions and who will
need to wait until more products become available. Blood and
platelet donations are critically needed to help prevent further delays in vital medical treatments. Please
schedule your blood donation today.

CCC is Here to Help – Monday, May 23rd – 12 until 5 PM
CCC will host a blood drive on Monday, May 23rd. Ever since we switched our blood drives to
Mondays last January, we’ve had much better turnouts. Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
CCCRochester to schedule an appointment. Judi Tellier is our coordinator. Please check with her to see
if she needs any help that day.

Thursday, May 26th – Volunteers Needed!
A
BL ES S IN GS
Volunteers are needed from 1 – 4 PM with Food Distribution taking place
U
between 2 and 4 PM. With an adequate number of volunteers, we’re
N
usually done by 4 PM which is AWESOME!
D
Please TEXT or message Pastor Steven at 585.733.7121 OR sign up on the sheets
A
in Fellowship Hall if you can lend a helping hand (or two!). ALSO, mark on your
N
calendars the next date for Abundant Blessings: Thursday, June 23
T
Saturday, June 18 – 6:30 PM
The Strawberry Social has been a part of our church history for many years. Join us
Saturday, June 18th at 6:30 for strawberry shortcake and ice cream. Tables will be set up
on the church lawn. Our CCC Talent Show will follow at 7:00 PM. Tickets are $2/person
or $5/family and are available for purchase immediately after church today in Fellowship
Hall.

SAVE THE DATES - KIDS SUMMER PROGRAM
Coming in July and August, Christian Education will
provide summer activities for kids ages 3 through 6th
grade. The theme this year is “Treasure Cove” and
focuses on Jesus our treasure!
The dates will be Sundays, July 10 through August 14
with the last date being the water fun day! All sessions
will run during church time as usual. More details will
be coming for parents and grandparents in June.
Volunteers are needed for each week – 2 per Sunday –
and we are looking for your help! The curriculum and
all supplies will be provided and ready to use! Please
consider helping out for a week – sign-up sheets will be available after church each Sunday in May.
Questions ?? – see Jeannie Strong.
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More Adult Ed Opportunities!

~ by Pastor Steven

Walking with St. Paul through Lent was pretty successful! We finished 5 significant lectures to create a
firmer understanding of this historically challenging character. We have access to the series listed below
which range from 12 - 24 lectures - which is A LOT. We could break down the courses into bites of 4
lectures (30 minutes each) with conversation afterwards OR I could send up to 4 lectures to folks to listen
to on their own (like a podcast) and have one longer guided conversation afterwards.
Let me know what, if any, of the lecture topics below interest you:
Old Testament with Amy-Jill Levine
New Testament with Bart Ehrman
Historical Jesus with Bart Ehrman
Early Christianity: The Experience of the Divine with Luke Timothy Johnson
Email me at revstevenccc@gmail.com or text me at 585.733.7121

Best Wishes to Those Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week …
May 22
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 28

Jim Hathaway
Beth & Dean Akins (anniversary)
Katy Mast
Kate & Erik Bissinger (anniversary)
Jason Schunk
Dee & Lee Staley (anniversary)
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 THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Today, May 22nd

12:00 PM
2:00 PM

CE Curriculum Workshop (Theater Room – ‘til 3p)
G & S Revue – FH (‘til 5:30p)

Monday, May 23rd

11:00 AM
12:00 PM
6:30 PM

Red Cross setup for blood drive
Blood Drive – FH (‘til 5p)
Elders’ Meeting (ZOOM)

Tuesday, May 24th

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
6:45 PM

Hopes and Prayers (ZOOM)
Deadline for bulletin announcements
Girl Scouts – FH ‘til 8p

Wednesday, May 25th

7:00 PM

Sr. Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, May 26th

1:00 PM
2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Abundant Blessings Setup
Food Distribution (‘til 4p)
RGMC Rehearsal – FH

Sunday, May 29th
10:00 AM
10:30 AM

Memorial Day Weekend
Choir Rehearsal
Hybrid Worship – Masks required – Matthew Peck preaching

 OUR CHURCH AT WORK 
READY TO SERVE:

The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor
Pastor Steven can be reached at 733-7121 or RevStevenCCC@gmail.com.

Sandy Hubbell, Office Administrator
Sandy can be reached at turkielegs@aol.com or if you need immediate assistance,
call her at 617-4009 and leave a message.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2647 Chili Avenue † Rochester, NY 14624 † (585) 247-2494
e-mail address: cccopentoall@aol.com web page: www.cccopentoall.org
The Reverend Steven Price, Pastor (585) 733-7121
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~ submitted by Ron Strong

A Pastoral Letter
To the Christians in the WV, PA, and NE Regions,
and to Christians Everywhere
May 16, 2022
Two days ago, again, our regional church neighborhood
was visited by evil. This evil arrived in the form of hate,
racism, and gun violence when 13 people were shot and 10
of these martyrs died. 11 people in this mass casualty event
were African American. This happened in Buffalo, New
York where the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has
several fine and loving congregations.
The letter to the Ephesians helps us to fully understand that these innocents, were, are, and forever will
be members of the one human family of God from whom everyone takes its name. This act is a scandal
before God and our hearts are broken and go out to the closest kin of those most closely affected. Let
there be no doubt, that these beloved are our family. They are God’s children.
We must be clear that something is fundamentally wrong when a trip to the grocery store turns into an
execution. Violence in this form is a contra indicator to the gospel life we are called to proclaim. This act,
as if we needed more evidence, reminds us that we have work to be about today as the church.
By virtue of our baptism we are each called to be peace makers and are each called to be agents of
reconciliation and justice in the world. May we devote ourselves anew to breaking down the man-made
barriers that have been built. Today we pray for the slaughtered, for the mentally ill, for those who
harbor and grow hate in the world, and we earnestly pray for the day when peace is present everywhere
for everyone regardless of the color of one’s skin. Racism is sin and it is a disgrace to a world that should
be marked by grace (it is disgracism).
God has made us to be Salt and Light. The world needs our church and the world needs us now. We are
called to live into our God givenness and to bring light to darkness.
May we recommit to live lives of justice, peace, togetherness and always love. Shame on us if we waste
this example and do not use it to fuel our passion for goodness in the world. May we be God’s body and
vessels for healing and wholeness.
I love you,
Your Regional Minister
+Thad (Rev. Thaddeus Allen)
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